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INTERNET INTERCONNECTION PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENT 
METHODOLOGY ADOPTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
AT&T-DIRECTV MERGER CONDITION

MB Docket No. 14-90

On July 24, 2015, the Commission approved the applications of AT&T Inc. and DIRECTV for consent to the transfer of control of various Commission licenses and other authorizations from DIRECTV to AT&T pursuant to Section 310(d) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended.[footnoteRef:1]  In order to address the potential harms posed and to confirm certain benefits offered by the transaction, the merged entity was subject to certain conditions imposed by the Commission as set forth at Appendix B of the Order (“Appendix B”). [1:  See Applications of AT&T Inc. and DIRECTV, MB Docket No. 14-90, Memorandum Opinion and Order, FCC 15-94 (rel. Jul. 27, 2015) (“Order”).] 

On October 1, 2015, in accordance with Section V(2)(c) of Appendix B, the Commission announced that it had selected the Center for Applied Internet Data Analysis (“CAIDA”) to act as Independent Measurement Expert,[footnoteRef:2] with responsibility for establishing a schedule and the methodology for the merged entity to report certain performance characteristics of traffic exchanged at Internet Interconnection Points located within the United States, as described further in Appendix B.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  Independent Measurement Expert Identified In Accordance With AT&T-DIRECTV Merger Condition, MB Docket No. 14-90, Public Notice, 30 FCC Rcd 10737 (MB 2015).]  [3:  Order at Appendix B, Section V(2)(b-c).] 

In accordance with Section V(2)(c)(iv) of Appendix B, CAIDA timely filed an initial report describing its proposed methodology for the measurement of the Internet Interconnection Point performance metrics, and has since worked with AT&T, and the Commission’s Chief Technologist and Office of General Counsel, to develop an acceptable measurement methodology, which is set forth in the First Amended Report of AT&T Independent Measurement Expert:  Reporting Requirements and Measurement Methods, dated June 28, 2016 (“First Amended Report”).  The Chief Technologist provided critical guidance and support in the extensive process of investigation and negotiation that eventually led to this final report.  Based on this input and pursuant to Section V(2)(c)(iv) of Appendix B, the Commission’s Office of General Counsel, in consultation with the Commission’s Wireline Competition Bureau and Chief Technologist, approves the First Amended Report.  More information about CAIDA is available at www.caida.org.
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