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IN REPLY REFER TO:

Honorable John C. Danforth
united States Senate.
249 Russell Senat~ OfficE? Building·
~ashington,DC20510-2502

Dear Senator banforth:
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. . Federal CommuniQatJons lJommission
'. . Office olthe Secretary

Your· letter. to Mrs. Linda· Townsend Solheim, .Directorof
Legi~lative Affairs., hasbee'Ii referred tome for' repi'y~' . Your'
constituents expressed concern to you regarding proposals to
reallocate frequencies at 2 GHz that would impact the Rural
Electric Cooperatives.

On January 16, 1992, the Commission adopted a Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (Notice) in ET Docket No. 92-9 that proposes
allocating 220 MHz of 2 GHz spectrum for use by providers of
emerging technologies. with regard to licensees currently using
portions of this spectrum, the Commission proposed to permit
state and local government licensees, including pUblic safety
agencies, to continue indefinitely their current operations on a
primary basis. Other users would be permitted to continue their
current operations on a primary basis for a period of time to be
established such as 10 or 15 years. Subsequently, they would
be permitted to continue operating only on a secondary basis.
Expansion and new microwave systems would be permitted on a
primary basis only at higher frequencies. In conjunction with
the Notice, the Commission released a staff study of existjng use
of this spectrum and identified other suitable frequencies
available for this purpose. To further facilitate accommodation
of the competing demands for this spectrum, the Commission also
proposed to permit negotiation of financial arrangements between
existing licensees and parties proposing new services. Such an
approach would facilitate access to this spectrum for services
employing emerging technologies.

These provisions are intended to prevent disruption to the
communications of the existing licensees, yet still provide the
spectrum needed by u.S. companies to develop new and innovative
telecommunications products and services and bolster u.S.
competitiveness in world telecommunications markets. An example
of one such new proposed service is the personal communications
service (PCS) , which the Commission is addressing concurrently in
GEN Docket No. 90-314.



Honorable John C. Danforth 2.

The needs of the existing 2 GHz users are of importance to the
Commission, and are being taken carefully into consideration.
Please be assured that your constituents' concerns will be taken
into account before a final determination is made, and for that
purpose, I am making there letters part of the record in the two
dockets discussed above, ET Docket No. 92-9 and GEN Docket
No. 90-314.

sincerely,

Thomas P. Stanley
Chief Engineer
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Ms. Linda Solh~im
·'·Director
Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Solheim:
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Enclosed are copies of letters that were sent to me by
several of my constituents who are concerned about keeping
the Rural Electric Cooperatives' frequency band of 1.8 to 2.2
G.H.Z. at its current place.

I would appreciate receiving information on this matter
at your earliest convenience.

Thank you for your assistance.

~lLY_-",_"",,-r
John C.

Enclosures (15)
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January 9, 1992

Richard Leimkuehler
R. R. 3
Brunswick, Missouri, 65236

Honorable.' John Daniort h'
Uri 1ted: St at.es .Senate.·
.~4i ~us~ell :B~ildini"
Washl.ngt'on:. D.C.· 205.10

Dear Senator Danforth:

I would appreciate you writing to Mr. Al Sikes, Ctt :';.~

of the Federal Communications Commission, a request all~wl ~

the Rural Electric Systems, to keep the frequencies they now
have. It is vital to the Rural Electrics to be able to keep
the f r e que nc y band the y now hav e 0 f 1. 8 t 0 2. 2 G. H. Z• for
communication in case of storms and severe outages. If they
would have to change to a frequency band other than 1.8 to
2.2 G.H.Z. it would cost the Rural Electrics $8 Millio:, 1,

Missouri alone, plus severe service problems.

We would appreciate your support on the proposed
Amendment S. 218 the Emerging Telecommunications Technologies
Act of 1991.

Yours truly,

Q~~
Richard Leimkuehler - Pre3tdeG~

Farmers Electric Coopertive
Chillicothe, Missouri



Cuivre River Electric
Cooperative, Inc.
1112 E. Cherry St., P. O. Bb~160'
Troy, MO 63379
Telephone: (314) 528-8261

Honorable ,John Danforth
United states Senate
'2,49 Russell Building
Washington, D.C. 20~10

Dear Senator Danforth:

January 13, 1992

(-)

<.....-r.{) -\-~-\._"v.

It is of great concern to our electric cooperative that there
exists the possibility of us losing" the low frequency microwave
band. I'm sure you are aware of the extreme costs involved in
moving to a higher band. The estimated cost given to us by our
statewide office is in the vicinity of $8 million dollars for the
Missouri electric cooperatives. Needless to say, our rural members
are not in the position to pay any higher electric rates.

It is requested of you to discuss this serious matter with the
chairman of the Federal Communication Commission, Mr. Al Sikes.
We urge you to express our concern to him and encourage him to
allow us to retain our frequency band for the benefit of all rural
Missouri citizens.

Your prompt attention to this matter will be appreciated.

S,incerely,
.' . 7'] I -

i6x:{[tU:J)·tx~~ -'/.7.0.:-
Dan L. Brown
General Manager/CEO

DLB/ml

Branch Office*Wentzville, MO*Hwy. 61-Prospect Rd.
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Central Electric
Power Cooperative
2106 Jefferson Si;~~;et,j~~b.,~: ~~~ !iJ: ! 6
Jefferson City, Missouri 65102
Telephone: (314) 634-2454
Fax: (314) 634-3892

January9' j .1992

.... 'fhe Honorable John C. Danforth·
United States Senate
249 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear ~enatorDanforth:

C0t1f1ERC r-
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In early December, you wrote Chairman Sikes of the Federal Communications
Commission and related concerns of the rural electric cooperatives and
others regarding the proposed allocation of the 1.8-2.2 gigahertz band ror
the development of personal communication services. Central Electric Power
Cooperative is one of those potentially affected utilities, providing
wholesale electric service to eight distribution systems which serve over
110,000 electric consumers in 26 counties of Central Missouri. In providing
such service, Central makes extensive use of the 1.8-2.2 gigahertz band.

The preliminary cost estimate of moving to an alternative band is estimated
at many millions of dollars in Missouri alone. To ask rural electric
consumers to make such an additional investment for the purposes of develop­
ing personal communication services principally in major metropolitan areas
seems unfair at best. More important, I believe, is the issue of reliabili­
ty of electric service.

Central, along with other electric cooperatives and segments of the electric
utility industry provide an essential service to the public. Just how
essential that service is was again demonstrated the other day during the
rush hour outage in Washington, D.C. If the providers of such an essential
service are required to give up mature and thoroughly tested communication
systems in the 1.8-2.2 gigahertz band and utilize unfamiliar bands and/or
less proven technologies, reliability of electric service can and will
suffer.

\'l,
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The Honorable John C. Danforth
January 9, 1992
Page 2

Because of these concerns, I am requesting that you ask Mr. Sikes specifi­
cally to allow electric utilities and other providers of essential services
be allowed to keep their present allocation in the 1.8-2.2 gigahertz band.
If this is not possible, I request that you offer an'amendment to 8218, "The
Emerging Telecormnunications Technoiogies Act ·of·1991,"·that would allow
Ilshared use" of this band ,similar to the folLowing':'

. ~ ".

At the elld of. Section 4, add the t:ollowing. n~w subsection: .

(f) Shared Use- the frequencies assIgned to an entity
that provides electric. service to the public shall not
be withdrawn~ but may be eligThie 'for shared use, .
provided that such shared use shall not cause harmful
interference to the affected provider of electric
service or adversely affect the reliability of its
power system.

Thank you for your help in this very essential matter.

Yours truly,

CENTRAL ELECTRIC POWER COOPERATIVE

~
~4~~_

/ 1// JJ;
.. Julian J. Brix

I
General. Manager

JJB: jds



t11c:JLiMJJL -JiJJlL ~flt!!J).p1lJUdiJJ.£.
~ '" /997 COI1f11rI ">" P.O. Bo5t1deV 2'~ P1icT.r(No.744-5344
~~ c~

Rock Port, Mi~d8ri 64482
January \0, 1992

Th~.Honorable John nanforth
Un i t ed S tat es .Se nat e
249 Russell Senate 6ffice Buildini
Washing~on, D. C. 20~IO

Dea~ Senator Danforth:

.~..'"

'-~

' .. ' .1

I am writing in regard to the possibility of the electric
cooperatives of the State of Missouri being moved off of our
present microwave frequency band of \.8 to 2.2 GHz which would
result in an $8 million dollar cost to the cooperatives to
~6ve to another frequency.

It would be greatly appreciated if you would ask Ai Sikes,
Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission, to allow us
to keep the frequencies that are presently allocated to us. If
this is not possible, we would ask that he offer an amendment
that would allow "shared use" of the frequencies assigned to
our rural electrics.

Our microwave system is extremely important to our operations,
especially during emergency storm situations and it is vital in our
ability to provide reliable, quality electric service to our members.

Any assistance you could give us in this matter would be
greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

ATCHISON-HOLT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Ron Hunter, Manager

RH/gd

BUSINESS MANAGED A FARMER OWNED TAX PAYING ELECTRIC UTILITY



Co-Mo Electric Cooperative, Inc.
-

Highway:5 South, P.O. Box 220
Tipt~ri. MO'65081 .;: .. fi::~5
Telephone: (816) 433-5521

January 9, 1992

Honorable John Danforth
United States Senate
249 "Russell Senate Office
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Danforth:

. 1·.. ·......

Building)· .
~'--(}'''J

·''-'1

The micro-wave frequency band of 1.8 to 2.2 GHz is utilized
by, and very important to, the rural electric cooperatives in
Missouri. We would very much appreciate your request to FCC
Chairman Al Sikes that we be allowed to continue utilizing these
frequencies which have been allocated to us.

An amendment, allowing shared use of these frequencies, to
S. 218 would be the most acceptable alternative.

This is a vitally important issue to us. Moving off this
frequency band would generate a cost of $8-million just in
Missouri. This would certainly have an impact on the rates our
members pay for electric service.

Thanks for your support on this and past issues of
importance to outstate Missouri.

ve~y yours,

~4-~~
Vernon Gage, Manager

"Building Cooperation - A Power in the Land"

\
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Southwest El~~ ooperative

Jerry Divin
General Manager

January 14, 1992

Honorable John Danforth
United State$ Senate
249' RussellcBuitding

.•. Was~ington, . D~·C.. ·.20510 .
' ..

D~ar Sen. Danforth:

One of the trademark characteristics of rural. electric cooperatives is
reliability. At· Southwest Electric cooperative, we've serVed our
members since 1939 with a constant goal of prbvidingreliable service
at the best possible cost. Part of our service reliability depends on
our use of the 1.8 to 2.2 Gigahertz (ghz) frequency band which is now
in jeopardy.

Rural. electric cooperative members all across the state would bear.. the
estimated cost of $8 million to move the cooperatives off the 1.8-2.2
ghz band. Additional costs would be paid by others including the Union
Pacific Railroad Which is also a viable force in the Missouri economy.

These additional costs would ultimately be paid by Missouri's rural
consumers, a population that already faces tough economic times. On
behalf of Southwest Electric's membership, I ask that you ask Federal
Communications Commission Chairman Al Sikes to allow us to keep the
frequencies allocated to us. If this is not possible, I ask that you
offer an amendment to allow shared use of the frequencies.

Rural electric cooperatives have never been opposed to progress, but
we ask now that changes not be made in the name of progress that carry
a high price tag for rural Missourians.

cc: Frank Stork

Serving in these Counties
GREENE. POLK' DALLAS. CAMDEN. HICKORY

BENTON • WEBSTER • CEDAR • DADE

\
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100 Soulh Main - P. O. Box 307
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Honorable John Danforth
United States Senate
249 Rus~ell Bui.ld~ng

,Wc;lshington, D..C;.·20510 .,

\: " (/':- ~-

Dear,Senator Danforth,

I am contacting you in refer~nceto a decision

. f acih'g' the' Federa 1 CDltlmunica t ions Commi s sion in the

next few months about the allocation of spectrum for

the development of Personal Communication Services (PCS)

in the United States. It is my understanding that the

commission, on a preliminary b~sis, has determined that

the spectrum to be allocated should come from the 1.8

to 2.2 Ghz band.

The Rural Electric Cooperatives of Missouri and

Oklahoma have made a major investment in an extensive

microwave system which employs the 2 Ghz Frequency

Spectrum. I am told by our communications people that

this is a very reliable band and that it is well suited

for utility telecommunications needs. Barry Electric

Cooperative is very concerned that if Rural Electric

Cooperatives are required to vacate the 1.8 to 2.2 Ghz

band, the reliability of electric service could suffer,

and consumers would be faced with higher electricity

costs to pay for the replacement of existing microwave

facilities. I am told that in Missouri alone the cost of

us moving off the frequency band of 1.8 to 2.2 Ghz would

be eight million dollars.

Senator Danforth, I am asking that you contact

Ai Sikes, Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission,

and ask him to allow the Rural Electric Cooperatives to

(1)
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keep the frequencies allocated to them. If he can't do

that, we ask that he offer an amendment that would allow

"Shared Use" of the frequencies assigned to our Rural

Electric Systems. Below is a copy of the amendment we

would like to have attached to S.218, the "Emerging

Telecommunications Technologies Act of 1991" .

. Propo.si;d Amendmen t to'~ S. 218';..
. .... ". - .. .

'''Em'erging Telecommunications TethnolQgies Act .of 1991"

At the end of Section 4, add the following' new subsection:

(f) Share Use.. .~he frequencies assigned to an entity'

that p~~vide~ ele~tric servi~e to the public ~h~li hot

be withdrawn, but may be eligible for shared use, provl

that such shared use shall not cause harmful interference

to the affect€d provider of electric service or adverseLy

affect the reliability of its power system.

Thank you for your time and effort in helping

resolve this problem.

Sincerely,

Earle W. Shiveley
General Manager

gtw/ES

( 2 )



PO. Box 312; Cameron, Missouri 64429
(816)-632-2121

January 10, 1992

The· H6no'ral:He John' Danforth'·'
United St~te~.Senat~

'249 Russell Building
Washirigtbn, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator ..Danforth: ..

At a time when the financial squeeze is on rural cooperatives as a
result of mandated measures through the Clean Air Act on the one
side and on declining rural populations' on the other, we can ill
afford another unnecessary $8 million hit. I would ask that you
iedoubleyour effortstb ~onvince Ai Sikes, Chairman of the F~deral

Communications CommissioDJ__to allow the cooperatives to ke~
frequency band allocated to us. . ~-- e -----~~•••~.--.".. --.,.

~---~~.................~----: .....-.-.""__.~ .. .................._~-:--"': •.:~_.'r.··..........."'-""" ..........:--

My understanding is that the Commission is leaning toward a change
in the spectrum. This decision would require the existing users to
move. The cost of us moving off the frequency band of 1.8 to 2.2
GHz would be $8 million just in Missouri.

If the FCC will not allow us to keep the frequency we have been
using, we would ask that you offer an amendment that would allow
"shared use" of the frequencies assigned to our rural electric
systems. The proposed shared use amendment to S.218 would come at
the end of Section 4. This sub-section has been suggested:

(f) Shared Use -- The frequencies assigned to an entity
that provides electric service to the public shall not be
withdrawn, but may be eligible for shared use, provided
that such shared use shall not cause harmful interfer­
ence to the affected provider of electric service or
adversely affect the reliability of its power system."

Thank you for your support in the past. We will continue to need
your help in the future.

Sincerely,

N.W. ELECTRIC POWER COOPERATIVE, INC.

Richard L. Arnold, General Manager

,

--
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January 9, 1992 ' COLUMBIa, MIggOURIE>5205"':Q797

,The Honorable John Danforth
UriitedStates Senate:'
249 Russell Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

REGARDING: Proposed Amendment to S. 218

Dear Senator Danforth,

I am writing in regard to, the allocation ,of frequen~ies, for the
development of personal communication services in the'United States.

As you know, electric utilities, including RECs, utilize these
frequencies (1.8 to 2.2 Ghz band) and have made major investments that
enable us to provide reliable electric power to the remote and low
density areas that we serve.

We are concerned that if we are required to vacate these frequencies,
the reliability of electric service could suffer and our consumers
would be faced with higher electric costs to pay for the replacement of
our existing facilities.

We urge that you consider the following amendment to S 218.

Proposed Amendment to S. 218
"Emerging Telecommunications Technologies Act of 1991"

At the end of Section 4, add the following new subsection:

(f) Shared Use -- The frequencies assigned to an entity that
provides electric service to the public shall not be withdrawn, but
may be eligible for shared use, provided that such shared use shall
not cause harmful interference to the affected provider of electric
service or adversely affect the reliability of its power system.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

~~~
Robert M. Alderson
General Manager

cc: Frank Stork

tJ
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GRUNDY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

TRENTON, MO. 64683-359-3941P.O. BOX 189

'C­
'..;

'-'.1' ,'.
II Ii):

4100 OKLAHOMA AVENUE

JiiJ :-;

January 9, 1992
, .

Honorable John Danf.orth
Vnl ted 'States Senate'
249 Russell Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Danforth:

I am writing to request that you consider asking Al Sikes, chairman of
the Federal Communications Commission, to allow us to keep the
frequencies allocated to rural electric cooperatives. If that cannot
be do~e, wew~uldlike to ask that you offer an amendment that would
allow "shared use" of these frequencies.

The cost of our moving off the frequency band of 1.8 to 2.2 GHz would
be $8 million in Missouri alone.

Your assistance in this vitally important issue would be greatly
appreciated.

Sln.·.~~helY'~I I /

)/;;$" .
,I

/ Ion McClure
!Manager

,
\)

JM/dm



Post Office Box 670
Poplar Bluff, Mo. 63901
Telephone [314J 785-9651
Fax [314J 785·9653

January 10, 1992

. . ~:

aonorable' john Danforth
United' 'StatesSei1ate '

,249·':Russeli Building
Washin9ton, 'D. C. :20510

Dear Senator Danforth:

, .., . ....,

. : . - . . .
. , ,

Re: 'Frequenqy Spectrum Allocation

.'..

This cooperative presently operates a significant amount of microwave
equipment in the 1.8 to 2.2 GHz band. Effective and reliable operation
of our power supply system is dependent upon our microwave system. We
provide wholesale power supply to four retail distribution cooperatives.
They in turn provide electric service to most of the rural areas in
eighteen Southeast Missouri counties. Reliable electric service is
essential to the consumers we serve.

The proposal by the Federal Communications Commission to reallocate the
1.8 to 2.2 GHz band to other users is of great concern to us. Such an
action would cause major disruption to our microwave system and would
cost in excess of $ 500,000. to make necessary modification to that
system. ,' ....'.

Please ask the Federal Communications Commission to allow us to keep the
frequencies allocated to us. If this is not possible then we would ask
that an amendment be offered to 5.218, "Emerging Telecommunications
Technologies Act of 1991" to allow "shared use" of the frequencies
presently assigned to us, stated as follows:

At the end of Section 4, add the following new subsection:

(f) Shared Use.--The frequencies assigned to an entity that
provides electric service to the public shall not be withdrawn, but
may be eligible for shared use, provided that such shared use shall
not cause harmful interference to the affected provider of electric
service or adversely affect the reliability of its power system."

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

mj

Providing Electricity For Rural Southeast Missouri
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~U~ Farmers' .Electr.ic _ Cof1!'1£RCE c
Cooperative, I,IJ,c·J..W I') "" /992 ONl1/TTEE
Old Hwy. 36 East. P.O. Box 680 oj ! 10: ~5 JAN 22 fN 2: /5
Chillicothe. Mo. 64601
Telephone: (816) 646-4281 January 9, 1992

The Honorable John Danforth
United States Senate
24'9 Russell Building.
Washington, Dt 20510

Dear Senator Danforth:

Communications for any business is a top priority. In the
world of rural electric cooperatives our radio communications.
and protection of our current frequency band of 1.8 to 2.2 GHz
is vital.

I encourage you to follow up with your efforts to
encourage Chairman Sikes to allow us to keep those frequencies
allocated to us. If he can't do that we would ask that he
offer an amendment that would allow "shared use" of the
frequencies assigned to our rural electric systems. This
proposed amendment would be to S. 218, "Emerging
Telecommunications Technologies Act of 1991". I am enclosing a
copy of the proposed amendment.

This issue, if not resolved, would cost the rural electric
systems, in Missouri alone, about $8 million.

We appreciate your continued help.

Sincerely,

~CJL-
Dan Bryan
General Manager

DB/jt
Enclosure
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Proposed Amendment to S. 218,
"Emerging Telecommunications Technologies Act of 1991"

Shared Use.-~Thefrequenciesassigned to an entity that
. prov:idese~ectric service to the. public sheill not be withdrawn;
"but" maybe eligible for .·shareduse i provided th~t;.··such·shared": .
"use shall· not' cause·:tiar·mfu1inte"i·ference· t"o ·thE(affecb~d .. " .'

prOVider of 8lec~ric s~rviceor adversely.affect.the
. reliability of its power system. .
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Hono~ableJohn Danforth
Uni ted States s:emite' .
249 Russell Bui1 ding:
Wa~hington, "D.C.:·20510

~E; Frezuency Spectrum

Dear Senator Danforth,

I am writing you in regard to keeping the freouencies
allocated to "Associated t1issouri Electric Cooperatives"
(AHEC) or an Amendment that \-/Oul d allow "Shared Use" of .
the frequencies assigned to the Rural Systems.

The cost to us to move off the frequency band of 1.8 to
2.2 GHZ would be $8 million, in Missouri.

Please ask Al Stikes. Chairman of the Federal Conmunications
Commission to consider all of the above.

Thank you for your support.

Si ncere ly yours.

~t2,~
Frank A. Reesman, AMEC Board member

FAR/jb

cc: Frank Stork



January 9, 1992

. :."

The Honorable John Danforth
United States Senate
249 Russell Building
.Washingtpn, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Danforth:

Northwest Missouri Electric Cooperative is asking your help in requesting
Mr. Al Sikes, Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission, to allow us to
keep the frequencies that are presently allocated to us. If that isn't
possible, an amendment to allow "shared use" would certainly help us. The
estimated cost to the Cooperatives in Missouri alone, to move from the band of
1.8 to 2.2 GHz would be in excess of $8 million.

Thank you for any help you can give us in this matter.

Sincerely,

'.. / /" hi;: b//,?:::7-zu:z.&/./ //f~'
Howard L. Miller
General Manager

HLM/kll
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SHO-ME POWER CORPORATION
P.Or~q>(DS C (417)468·2615

MARSH'FIELD, MISSOURI 65706 Of1i1£Ref c9'-1 f.{ ( • ,:AX (417) 468·2611

692 JAN '2
JOHN K. DAVIS General Manager 22 PH 2: 15

December 2, 1991

'Th~ Honora.ble JohnC•.Danfo:I'th .
United States' Senate·' .' ('J.~ .'
249 'Russell Senate Office·Bu·ilding~~

Washington, D.C~20510

Dea~:Senator Danf6rth:
.... ,

Re: FCC GEN DOCKET NO. 90-314 "Amendment of the
Commission's Rules to Establish New Personal
Communications Services"

In a related matter, the FCC I s Office of Engineering
and Technology (OET) is studying the technical feasibility
of "clearing" the 2 GHz band of its existing users to
create a "reserve" of spectrum for "emerging
technologies", e.g., PCN.

Sho-Me Power Corporation wishes. to express a.grave
concern regarding the effort by the Federal Communicatiorts
Commissio n (FCC) to reallocate the radio frequency
spectrum band between 1850 and 2200 Megahertz (2 GHz) in
their current proceedings to establish a new "Personal
Communication Service" (PSC) as outlined in FCC GEN Docket
90-314 and the recently released FCC Policy Statement and
Order, dated October 25, 1991.

In the Statement and Order, the FCC
intention to allocate frequency spectrum in
f or Per sonal Communications Networks (PCN)
1992.

expressed its
the 2 GHz band
commencing in

·rJ
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The object of these activities is to create an
advanced cellular type communications service whereby
individuals could have access to the telephone network in
the urban areas of United States and several foreign
countries via a small portable transceiver operating in
the 2 GHz radio frequency band.
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The 2 GHz band is now extensively used in the United
States by electric power utilities to provide microwave
communications for critical control and monitoring of high
voltage power lines, substations and generating stations.
AdditioQal supporting functions performed via the
microwave include load control, two way mobile radio
control, voice communication to field personnel and data
in:-t e rc hange ., "

':' Otlle'r·, heavy users,' of, the Z GHz" ,freque.ncy :band include.
the ,petr-Die,um,' 'railroad, "telephprte",'" and' br'oa.dc:::a'st'
iridusttiesas well as sta~e and ~o~algovernments.

Sho-Me Power Corporation is a generation and
tra~smission power c~mpany serVing roughly 25% of the land
area'ii thesoU:~h c~~iral pa~t, of "the' 'Stat~ ,bfMissouri~
Wholesale electric energy is delivered to nine REA
distribution cooperatives, seventeen municipally owned
electric systems and one major military installation at
Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.

The backbone of our supporting communica tion network
is a 2 GHz microwave system consisting of 28 stations with
associated towers, buildings, land, etc. To relocate our
system to another frequency band would require an
expenditure of approximately $4,000,000, all of which
would eventually be reflected in our customer rate base.

The Utilities Telecommunications Council in
Washington, D. C. estimates the cost to relocate the
current 2 GHz users in Missouri would approximate
$100,000,000. On a nationwide basis the cost would exceed
five billion dollars.

In view of the fact that the PCS program is not really
defined, nor has it been established that this service
will actually develop in the United States considering the
present availability of cellular radio which compares
functionally with PCS and with much wider coverage areas,
we are fearful the FCC's activity is proceeding toward the
establishment of this service without seriously
considering the injurious consequences to the crucial
utilization by the present users.

Therefore, Sho-Me Power Corporation respectfully urges
that those Committees or Subcommittees in the House and
the Senate which have oversight responsibility for the
Federal Communications Committee conduct a hearing where
all the policy issues in this matter can be given a fair
hearing. We suggest that these meetings focus on such
questions as:



-3-

(a) Is there a proven need to create a PCS system
that would have a greater priority than that of
existing users of the 2 GHz band?

(b? Why not select other frequency bands which are
less crowded?

(c) If .displacement· occurs, hast.he FCC· alloc.ated
sati~£rict~ry B~ectrumfor the displaced· users?

." .. " ..".

(d) Would exist in.g.: use rs' ..con~inue . too.pera t e on a.
. c oeqtia 1 .a nd 'primary basis? .

(e) Who will pay
impacted user
economically'?

for
or

the cost of relocating, the
those who stan,d to benefit

(f) I f displaced to a dif ferent freque ncy spec t rum,
how will reliability and safety be affected?

The possible goal of such a hearing would be for the
Congressional Committee involved to direct the FCC to hold
up on any further effort to reallocate the 2 GHz band
until the FCC has developed answers to the questions
raised and has reported back to the Congressional
Committee.

We cannot overemphasize the seriousness of this matter
and its ramifications to our company, to other utilities
in the Sta te of Missouri and to 2 GHz users nationwide.
Since PSC is expected to develop, if at all, only in the
major urban areas, we feel it is quite a price to pay for
the rural area users to suffer the loss of this valuable
frequency spectrum with the attendant financial and
reliability losses.

It is hoped you and your staff will give thorough and
careful attention to this matter and will become involved
in bringing it to a fair and equitable conclusion for all
parties involved.

Thank you for your consideration in this issue.

Sincerely,

JKD:ba

SliD-ME :::~ON

ohn K. Davis
General Manager

cc: Frank Stork, General Manager
Association of Missouri Electric Cooperatives


