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VIA ELECTRONIC FILING        

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, NW
Washington, DC  20554

Re: Notice of Ex Parte Communication and Support of Expansion of Minority
Ownership:

MB Docket No. 14-50, 2014 Quadrennial Regulatory Review
MB Docket No. 09-182, 2010 Quadrennial Regulatory Review
MB Docket No. 07-294, Promoting Diversification of Ownership
MB Docket No. 04-256, Attribution of Joint Sales Agreements in Local
Television Markets

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On January 19, 2017, Armstrong Williams, the sole owner of Howard Stirk Holdings, LLC
(“HSH I”), and Howard Stick Holdings II, LLC (“HSH II”) (collectively “HSH”)1, met with
Commissioner Ajit Pai and his Chief of Staff, Matthew Berry, to discuss enhancement of
broadcast ownership by minorities and the Commission’s pending reconsideration of the above-
referenced proceeding. Also in the meeting were David Smith, Executive Chairman, and
Christopher Ripley, President & CEO, of group owner Sinclair Television Group, Inc.

In the meeting, Mr. Williams explained his view that the Commission needs to address the
continuing paucity of minority and new entrant broadcast ownership. For example, HSH
represents one of only two television station licensee enterprises owned by African American
owned companies in the United States today. HSH I acquired and operates its stations using Joint

1 The wholly owned, sole member companies of HSH are: HSH Flint (WEYI-TV) Licensee,
LLC, licensee of WEYI-TV, Saginaw/Flint, MI; HSH Myrtle Beach (WWMB-TV) Licensee,
LLC, licensee of WWMB-TV, Florence, SC; HSH Birmingham (WSES & WGWW) Licensee,
LLC, licensee of WSES(TV), Tuscaloosa and WGWW(TV), Anniston, AL; HSH Charleston
(WCIV) Licensee, LLC, licensee of WGWG(TV), Charleston, SC; HSH Lancaster (WLYH)
Licensee, LLC, licensee of WXBU, Lancaster, PA; and Channel 33, Inc., licensee of
KHSV(TV), Las Vegas, NV.



Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Federal Communications Commission
January 23, 2017
page 2

Sales Agreements (JSA) and Shared Services Agreements (SSA). Mr. Williams emphasized that
without the ability to enter into JSAs and SSAs, as an African American, he would not have been
able to fulfill his lifelong dream of being a TV station owner at the time HSH I acquired its
stations. 

HSH I’s shared services agreements allowed Mr. Williams to obtain access to capital that would
have otherwise been unavailable to him, and that access to capital and financing are the single
biggest obstacles to new entrant and minority ownership. Singleton buyers of a TV station,
especially in small and medium size markets, simply cannot get financing without these types of
shared services agreements. In HSH I’s experience, shared services arrangements provided the
only means over that obstacle, and accordingly advance diversity, open opportunity, and
generally serve the larger public interest.

It was further noted that HSH II’s stations, which are not able to have any JSAs under the current
JSA Attribution and duopoly rules, are financially tested and face ongoing revenue and cost
challenges in the absence of being able to structure promotions that compete with the larger
media marketplace and national outlets. Until March 2014 shared services arrangements were
widely used for more than a decade, and had been scrutinized and shaped by the Commission
and its staff to insure compliance with the duopoly and ownership rules. Minority and new
entrant opportunity and operational success would again be aided, as was Mr. Williams initial
experience, if JSAs were again permitted. 

Mr. Williams further shared some of the unique local programming efforts HSH has undertaken
since acquiring its stations, and referred Commissioner Pai to HSH’s YouTube story found at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S92kkmujBUY&feature=youtu.be. A copy of the attached
organizational and programming information on HSH was also provided.

Mr. Williams also emphasized that his permitted JSA and SSA arrangements were working well
and helped insure essential access to capital, financing, and successful station operations. These
are invaluable and effective tools which were taken away by the Commission in the current
Quadrennial Review, but which should again be allowed in order to enhance diversity of
ownership and content, and help save and enhance local programming and advanced the larger
public interest with a focus on local service.
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In accordance with Section 1.1206(b) the Commission's rules, this notice is being filed in the
Commission's Electronic Comment Filing System.

Respectfully submitted,

Colby M.  May
Attorney for Howard Stirk Holdings, LLC
and Howard Stirk Holdings II, LLC

CMM/gmc
Encl.
cc: Commissioner Ajit Pai

Matthew Berry
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