DRAFT MINUTES


Minutes of the First Meeting of the FCC 
World Radiocommunication Conference Advisory Committee 2023 (WAC-23)

Date/Time:			August 25, 2020, at 11:00 a.m. ET

Location:			Virtual meeting 
				
Committee Members Attending:  See Appendix 1

Other Persons Attending:  See Appendix 2

Meeting Statements: See Appendix 3

Meeting Summary:

1.	Opening Remarks

Ms. Paoletta opened the meeting at 11:00 a.m. ET and welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the Committee.  She invited Mr. Sullivan, FCC Chief, International Bureau, to provide brief remarks and then Mr. Sullivan introduced FCC Chairman Ajit Pai.  Chairman Pai thanked Ms. Paoletta and Mr. Tramont as the newly appointed Chair and Vice-Chair of the Committee along with the Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the four Informal Working Groups (IWGs).  He noted the recommendations developed by the previous WAC-19 Committee resulted in successful outcomes for the U.S. at WRC-19.  Chairman Pai stressed the continued importance and essentiality of the Committee’s work and advisory role to the FCC in its preparations for WRC-23.

Ms. Paoletta thanked Chairman Pai for her appointment and added some additional remarks reiterating that the work of the Committee is an important source of the U.S. success at WRCs.  Mr. Tramont gave introductory remarks thanking Chairman Pai for his appointment.  He stated that he is looking forward to working with and facilitating collaboration amongst the Committee members in order to drive WRC positions that serve the interests of the American people.

2.	Approval of the Agenda

Ms. Paoletta motioned for the approval of the meeting agenda, document WAC23/001.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. Stancavage (Intel) and the agenda was approved without change.  

3. Advisory Committee Charter

Mr. Tramont presented the Committee Charter, document WAC23/002, and asked Mr. Ibarra, the Committee’s Designated Federal Official, to review this document.  Mr. Ibarra explained that the Committee Charter details the scope of work of the Committee, which is to provide advice, technical support, and recommended proposals to the FCC for WRCs, with particular emphasis on WRC-23 agenda items.

4. Advisory Working Methods and Committee Structure

Ms. Paoletta asked Mr. Ibarra to present the Working Methods presentation, document WAC23/003.  Mr. Ibarra provided brief information on the Committee’s role in the U.S. WRC preparatory process along with other logistical meeting information.  Ms. Silberthau, FCC Office of General Counsel, provided an explanation of the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) requirements and meeting guidance to the membership.  Ms. Gamble, FCC Office of Managing Director, provided additional guidance on the FACA records keeping requirements for the Committee.  

Ms. Paoletta introduced the Advisory Committee Structure and introduced each one of the IWG Chairs and Vice-Chairs in document WAC23/004.  

5. NTIA WRC-23 Preparatory Efforts

Mr. Tramont introduced Mr. Glass, the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) WRC Coordinator.  Mr. Glass explained that NTIA’s Interdepartment Radio Advisory Committee (IRAC) has a Radioconference Subcommittee (RCS) similar to the WAC which looks at individual WRC-23 agenda items.  The RCS is also organized into four working groups, although its four working groups are not precisely aligned with the IWGs.  The RCS provides recommendations on WRC-23 agenda items.  Following the meetings of the RCS, NTIA’s proposals are transmitted to the FCC for consideration by the IWGs.  NTIA also receives the Committee’s recommendations for consideration at the RCS.  

Mr. Glass provided an introduction of document WAC23/005 which contained a number of WRC-23 agenda item preliminary views (PVs).  Those PVs will be provided to the IWGs based on the specific agenda item for further consideration.  Mr. Glass stated that he looks forward to working with the Committee on WRC-23 preparations.

Mr. Tramont thanked Mr. Glass for his comments.

6. Future Meetings

[bookmark: _Hlk49947940]Ms. Paoletta referred to document WAC23/006, the timeline for the Committee’s work, and announced October 20, 2020, at 11:00 a.m. ET, as the date of the second meeting of the Committee, which will also be virtual.  She noted that the next regional group meeting of the Permanent Consultative Committee II (CITEL PCC.II) will begin on November 30, 2020.  Ms. Paoletta urged that the IWG Chairs and Vice-Chairs coordinate and schedule their first IWG meetings in the near term, given the calendar.  Mr. Ibarra underscored that Committee membership can note their interest in subscribing to particular IWGs by sending an email to subcribe@info.fcc.gov and put the request “subscribe listname firstname lastname” (Committee member enters their first and last name, and one of five list names: iwg1, iwg2, iwg3, iwg4, or wac23) either in the subject line of the email or the body of the email (not both).

7.	Other Business

Ms. Paoletta asked that any official ethics declaration statements made by the Committee membership be sent to the WRC-23@fcc.gov box and they would be reflected in the meeting minutes.  For meeting attendance purposes, participants were also asked to email the WRC-23@fcc.gov.  

  The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m.

Documents Distributed:
	WAC-23_001
	WRC-23 1st Meeting Agenda

	WAC-23_002
	WRC-23 Charter

	WAC-23_003
	WRC-23 Working Methods PowerPoint

	WAC-23_004
	WRC-23 Structure

	WAC-23_005
	WRC-23 NTIA Letter to FCC

	WAC-23_006
	WRC-23 Timeline
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Appendix 1
World Radiocommunication Conference Advisory Committee 
Member Attendance
First Meeting – August 25, 2020


	Audrey Allison, Boeing
Amy Alvarez, AT&T

	Kim Baum, Echostar
Greg Baker, ASRI Inc.

	Stephen Baruch, GPSIA
Robert Briskman, Sirius XM
Jared Carlson, Ericsson

	Joe Ciaudelli, Senheiser

	Giselle Creeser, Intelsat
Pascale Dumit, T-Mobile
David Goldman, Space X
Ryan Henry, SES
Chris Hofer, Amazon
George John, Spire Global
Jeannette Kennedy, Loon

	Scott Kotler, Lockheed Martin
Robert Kubik, Samsung
Damon Ladson, Iridium
Tatiana Lawrence, Iridium
Michael Lewis, Motorola

	Amy Mehlman, Viasat
Daudeline Meme, Verizon

	Christopher Murphy, ViaSat
Jen Oberhausen, CTIA

	Patricia Paoletta, Facebook
Brennan Price, Inmarsat
Zach Rosenbaum, SES
Andrew Roy, ASRI Inc.

	Alexander Roytblat, Wi-Fi Alliance
Brian Scarpelli, ACT 

	Jayne Stancavage, Intel
Bryan Tramont, Technology Policy Institute
Mark Racek, Ericsson
Andy Scott, NCTA
Robert Weller, NAB
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Appendix 2
World Radiocommunication Conference Advisory Committee 
FCC and Observers Attendance
First Meeting – August 25, 2020

FCC Representatives:
	Dante Ibarra, FCC IB

	Thomas Sullivan, FCC IB
Chairman Ajit Pai, FCC 
Sean Spivey, FCC 

	Nese Guendelsberger, FCC IB

	Allen Yang, FCC IB
Eric Grodski, FCC IB

	Ron Marcelo, FCC IB

	Louis Bell, FCC IB

	Allen Yang, FCC IB
Kathryn Medley, FCC IB
Clay DeCell, FCC IB
Sankar Persaud, FCC IB
Paula Silberthau, FCC OGC
Darice Gamble, FCC OMD

	



Observers:
	Charles Glass, NTIA
Amy Sanders, NTIA
Fred Mistichelli, NOAA
James Higgins, NASA
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Appendix 3
World Radiocommunication Conference Advisory Committee 
Member Statements
First Meeting – August 25, 2020


Below are statements that were requested to be included as part of the meeting summary record:

Statement of Brennan Price
I have been appointed to the WRC-23 Advisory Committee representing Inmarsat.
 
During the ethics vetting by the Office of General Counsel before my appointment, in response to the question whether I was an officer, director, or substantial  stakeholder of any entity with an interest in an issue likely to come before this Committee, I disclosed my ongoing volunteer service as Secretary of the Radio Amateur Satellite Corporation, more commonly known as AMSAT, which designs, launches, and designates individual member amateur licensees to operate space stations in the amateur-satellite service, and several such space stations are operational.
 
One of these operational space stations has uplink capability in the 1240-1300 MHz band, and more space stations with capability in this band are planned. AMSAT may therefore be affected by issues arising under WRC-23 agenda item 9.1(b).
 
OGC advised that this volunteer service was not disqualifying, but that I should disclose to the full committee that I am an officer of AMSAT and recuse myself from work on agenda item 9.1(b) or on any other issue on which AMSAT has taken a position or has an interest. I have just made this disclosure, and I commit to the necessary recusals from Committee proceedings during my service as AMSAT’s Secretary.

Brennan Price
Director, Regulatory Affairs
Inmarsat

_______


Statement of Joe Ciaudelli
The Commission’s General Counsel has suggested that I (Joe Ciaudelli [pronounced “Chow deli”]) disclose my household’s investments to ensure ethical compliance for participation in the WAC.
 
I hold shares of Apple and Amazon that are currently valued over $25K in each company. Likewise, my wife also holds shares in Apple and Amazon. In addition, she also holds shares in Google that are valued over that threshold, proving that she is not only better looking than me, but smarter as well.
 
These are all long-term holdings that grew to these values over the course of 10 to 25 years from modest initial IRA contributions.

I’m not aware that these companies have an interest in ITU issues where I will be focused, namely electronic news gathering and PMSE (a.k.a. SAB/SAP).

Joe Ciaudelli
SENNHEISER

_______


Statement of Bryan N. Tramont
I have been appointed to the WRC-23 Advisory Committee representing the Technology Policy Institute (TPI).
 
During my ethics vetting process and in discussion with the FCC’s office of General Counsel, I disclosed that my law firm, Wilkinson Barker Knauer, LLP, (WBK) represents a range of wireless carriers, satellite service providers, cable providers, wireline carriers, broadcasters and networks, equipment manufacturers, and some communications trade associations.  Many of these entities may have interests in the work of the Committee, and some have their own representatives serving on the WAC.
 
In light of the advice I received from the FCC’s Office of General Counsel, I want to disclose these interests to the Committee, and I commit to making any more specific disclosures or recusals that may be called for during my service on the Committee.  As I mentioned, I am on the Committee representing TPI, but as an initial matter I wanted to disclose that CTIA, Verizon, AT&T, T-Mobile, Iridium, Inmarsat, EchoStar, Intel, Lockheed Martin, Samsung, Boeing, Ericsson, SpaceX, and Sirius XM, which are independently represented on the Committee, are WBK clients.  I will supplement with further disclosures as needed.
 
Bryan N. Tramont
Wilkinson Barker Knauer, LLP

_______








Statement of Kathryn Martin
I have been appointed to the WRC-23 Advisory Committee to serve as an alternate representative for Viasat.  During the ethics vetting by the Office of General Counsel before my appointment, I was asked to disclose my interest in other companies interested in WRC-23. In addition to representing Viasat, I am a partner at Access Partnership where we have clients also interested in WRC-23 agenda items including Iridium, Facebook and Echostar.
Sincerely,
Kathryn Martin
Director,
Access Partnership



