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Gun Controls in ~ritain

LYNN NEERY: Grea~ Britain has eome of the tougheat gun
lawe in the world. It also has tht loweat homicide rate in
Europe. In the last installment in our aeries on guns and gun
control, Chris Loeemore reports on the attitude. in Britain
towar~ ;un ownerahip.

CHRIS LOSEMOnE: Here in the miClCll. of London, the
atreets are by no means completely aafe. But they're still a lot
aafer than many others in the world'. major cities. The chances
are that nobody in the traffic or pavements around me is carry1ny
a gun, not even the two policemen I can ••• acroa. the road.

~o own a gun in Bri~ain 1_ .ery Duch the exception, not
the rule. In fact, to actually buy. veapon 1.n't •••y.

At the moment, I'm standing outside. amall, but well
r.spected gun shop. Now in some part. of the Stat•• , X'd be abl,
to a1mply walk in and come out with a 9un straightaway. Hare
it'a not 80 ea.y.

00012 morning.

"EaCHAN~: Good morning.

LOSBMORE: Good morning. I'd like to buy a pi.tol, if X
Day, a handgun of aome aort. Can you .,11 one of tho.a?

MERCHANTI I can't to· anyone unl... you haya •
certificate actually .pec1fylng what waapon and actually vivin;
you ;>ermis.ion.

LOSBMORB: 80 that'. a certificate from, where?
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MERCHANT: You have to appl y to the police for a
certificate. aut firat of all, you'll have to go through a
probationary per10a with • ~lub for aix ~onths before you even
qualify.

LOSEMORE: That'. a ahooting club of .o=e .ort.

HERCHANT: Shooting club, corr~ct. Yeah.

LOSEMORE: So not being able to buy a real gun, I turned
to the Shop'. range of fake guns, which look like real guns, but
don't fire at all. They're harmlea •• sut in Britain, you can't
even get one of these easily.

But what if I want to buy one of theae replica handguns
here, which do look very real? now eas1ly would it be for me to
bUy one of thoae?

MERCHANT: Well, we would first of all, when you walk
in the shop, we would aS8e8B you. We would then, provld1ni
you're over 18 year. old, and we think you're okay to have one.
This 1. lIlore of a commitment that we take on rather than a
legislative one.

w. would • how you a ra nge of repl i ca s. Some are
blank-firing. Some are just replicas that don't fire at all.
And we would insist, before you could actually purchase and take
eway, that we take your name and address and 80me confirmation of
your person.

~OS~MOR~: And What if I didn't really want to give.
name and addre.e?

~!RCnANT: fou wouldn't get one.

LOSEMORE: ~he fact Is tba~ most people in Ir1tain
.imply aren't interested in owning a firearm. ~he veneral level
of violence in Britain S.I .uch that outll". of aport1nv circle.,
gun ownership 1. Itill comparatively rare.

~errenc. Morrie 1. a prof•••or of aoclolo9Y' apeciall­
zlnv In criminology, at the London School of Economics. Ie
believea that the Britilh pUblic'. ambivalent attitude towarda
tirearme Is, In part, due to • relatively .table recent history.

PROFESSOR ~£RRENCE MORRIS: W. haven't had a civil war
for 300 yeara. He haven't been invaded by anybody for 800 ye.r••
Pollee 1n Britain have never been armed, •• a matter of cour.e.
And what that ba. done, I think moat people would avr.e, 1.
actually .et the tbr••hold of the ua. of force at a very, •• ry
hi;h level.
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LOSEMORE: But in recent years, Britain, 11ke America,
has experienced indiscriminate ~.s shootings. In America they
hold the headlines for a f.w days. When it f1rst happened here,
the nation was shocked to its very core.

N£WSCAST~k: ~velve people are 8till in [th.) hoapital
this morning after y.at.r"ay's bloodbath at Hungerford and
notchahire in which 15 people d1 • .,. Among the dead waa th•••••

LOSEMORE: When Michael Ryan rampaged through a quiet
80tchshire town in 19D7 killing 12 people in a six hour reign of
terror, the repercussions reached all the way to Parl1am.nt~ The
outrage ana grief ftlt acrose the country vas auch that the
alr.ady strict gun laws were immediately reviewed and eventually
changed. Now Brita1n hae aome of the tough•• t lawa on gun
ownership anywh.re in the world.

As Con serva t1 ve Member of Par l1all.n t Coli n Shepard
emphasize., the government is'firmly committed to k.eping guns
out of the community.

MP COLIN SHEPARD: We·ye always had a view that firearma
have been aomething rather epeeial in this country and that there
should be a very wide dispersal of owner.hip, that there should
be controls.

Our whole public feel for firearma is that they have
been w.apons of aefense for u.e by author1~1•••

LOSEMORE: An~ according to profe.sor Morria, that'. an
approach likely to meet with general approval. !h. Briti.h
character, he .aya, len~. it.elf well to a fundamental re.pect
for authority. In America, authority ha. traditionally been
•••ociated with pover, a bigger gun or bigger arllY. In Britain,
authority has for hundreds of yeara be.n couched in familiar
institutions and aocial conventions. -

PROFESSOR MORRIS' British people are, for the most
part, very compliant and very .enaiti•• ~o authority_ ~h.y queue
for bu.... You know, they vait in l1ne in .hop. or check-outa.
'~hey do~'t raise their -voice.. ~hey are .ery reticent in talkin;
to .ach other on trains, and .0 forth, 1n contraat to a number of
other ~ulture. where people vet very excited, very ani.ated,
often very diaorganized. An~ ao there' •• contr.at, % think,
between the, 1f you like, aort of British culture, in th1a ••n••
and What you will find on mainland Europ. and .lso in the un1ted
State••

L08&MOas: Britain prid•• it.elf on havln9 on. of the
be.t f1re.r.a recorda in the vorld. But the govern•• nt looka
with diamay at change. due to take place in 1'92. At that time,
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Britain will become more closely tied to Europe ~han ever before
through the impl.mentation of the aingle European Market. Part
of that proc.s. will inclu~. a 1•••• n1ng of bord.r controls
between member countrte., and Britatn 1. worried that lJlore
liberal gun laws 1n Europ. will und.rmin. the Br1ti.h firearms'
lawa.

Rana Claudius Taahna (1) il head of the !C ~ivis1on

responsible for aboli.hlng cro••-border controls. He acknow­
ledges that there are. fundamental cUfferences betw.en lII.mber
states in their approach to w.apons' legislation.

HANS CLAUDIeS TASBNA: We have in the northern part of
the European community, in atates like the united JC1nqdom,
Ireland, Germany, the Netherland., but also Denmark and Luxem­
bourg -- w. have very strict legialation concerning weapons. In
general, they are more or Ie•• forbidden.

~hi. i8 different compared with France and aleo aelgium.
The French beli.ve that itt. one of the bi9 results of the French
aevolution that a fr.t man can have a gun, can carry a we.pon.

LOSEMORE~ The British police force i. still the only
one in Europe that doesn't carry ar~s in normal d~tie., and
tnere'. A real fear that .a britain mov•• clo••r to Europ., auch
• position would be difficult to maintain.

Brian Ea.twood, chairman of Britain'. Polic. Federation:

BRIAN EAS'WOOD: We oppo.e any r ••triction on border
control. ~her. has to b. a control at a border. And we have the
perfect border being the Engliah Chann.l, and that ha. atopped
firearm. entering the country to auch • vre.t extent. ~h.t t.
vhy our gun l.w. are quite ao succe••ful, bec.u.e ve are an
tal.nd.

If ehere were to be ftO bord.r. and all the E£C citizens
vere allowed to bring 1n their firearm., ahotguns, whatever, it
would be dis••trou••

. LOSEMOR£: 'erhapa a greater thre.~, though, lie. in the
aubtle ~hangea ie Brit1.h attitude. toward. violence an4 the uae
of veapone. Many f.el ~hat 1ncre•• ing levela of violence on
televi.ion will glamorize Rambo-atyle characteriatica.

prof•••or "orria belleve. that such influenc•••• y
beco.e behavioral ~r19ger. eowarda ••or. oun~ortented British
aociety.

PRorSSSOR MORRIS: ~he.e are iDfluence. which help to
d.s.nettiee people from the full effecta of violence. And % /V
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~h1nk we have to a.k a.rious questiona about whether we should
allow people to continue to make money from this Bort of produc­
tion simply because there'. aome ~emand for it. And I'~ not sure
that that 18n't perhaps an abuse of freedom.

LOSEMORE: De.pite everyone'. f.ars, though, for a While
at least, London atreets are likely to be ••afe place to be.

For National Public Radio, thi8 ia Chria Loeemore 1n
London.

«
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TRANSCRIPT

Leanne Hanson, anchor:

This past week on National Public Radio, the subject was
guns; their use and their misuse, their role as both weapon
and symbol, as well as legislative attempts to regulate their
sale. Today, guns in the wilderness. Earlier this fall,
NPR's Alex Chadwick stayed at a hunting camp in Idaho as the
elk season began.

Alex Chadwick reporting:

The first ni~ht of the hunt, hands that carried guns all
day picked up qu1tars. A dozen people sat around the fire and
ate the dense, flavorful meat from an elk killed the previous
year. I took it as a sign that this occasion mattered a lot
to them; it must, that the hunters would eat game from the
previous hunt, almost as a ritual, I thought. And each of
them had arranged lives, with all the normal complications, so
that they could meet at Squaw Meadow, in the Payette National
Forest, in the mountains of central Idaho. Some had been
hunting this place for several years, others were new to it.
They had married into one another's clan or had worked
together. Most were from Idaho, although it was a man from
back East who got the first elk that morning.

Everett Toll (Hunter): One of the amazing things about elk is
they have some power to SUddenly appear where you least expect
them and disappear as quick as you blink an eye. And
suddenly, in this thick brush there was this elk just standing
there looking at me.

Chadwick: Everett Toll (sp) of Washington, D.C., who was
hunting with his son, Leonard. Everett had a new rifle with a
fine, clear telescopic sight mounted on it. But that morning,
when he saw the elk and put the gun to his shoulder, his first
shot was no good.

Toll: I think I shot a little too quick: it was in the brush.
I could only see his head and tried to shoot him in the neck
and missed. And he went behind a tree, and when he stepped
out of the tree he turned and looked right at me, and I shot
him again in the head. So he dropped instantly and there was
about five miles from here, Which meant the work began then.
It took- what- four of us, the best part of the afternoon
just to get him out.

Chadwick: Why wouldn't you just come out here to the forest
to hike around the forest for a day? What is it about hunting
and shooting that is an attraction?

••~ _ _. _ •••• _ _. .._~ .,__ ~__ I M __ _ - .
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Toll: I think, first of all, I do like to come out and hike
around, but I thinl the hunting is an extra dimension, it's a
challenge to you. It's something that you can do as a team.
Somehow it just adds another dimension to being out here. And
I don't consider myself an avid hunter. I like the outdoors,
always look forward to getting out hunting for some reason
with a gun. It's something that Leonard and I enjoy doing
together.

Chadwick: Do you agree with that?

Leonard Toll: Yes, I basically agree with that. And it is to
some extent- it is kind of thrilling. We see probably more
wildlife every year than the normal person does in their
lifetime that doesn't hunt, and that's got to be worth
something. We enjoy the animals as much as anything: even
though we may end up killing one doesn't mean that we don't
like them. We really enjoy wildlife. And not many people get
up at odd hours and hike fifteen or twenty miles a day to see
wildlife.

Chadwick: The hunter said the real work began after the
kill. He meant carrying the animal out, carrying the meat
out. Even gutted and quartered, elk are big creatures and the
cut-up portions are heavy: they're awkward to carry down miles
of trails and back to camp. The camp was a site between a
dirt road and a wide, shallow stream. Some horses were tied
by trees near the water. There were tents nearer the road,
some the new colorful nylon dome types, others were big, dull
army canvas, and there was one beautiful place of light and
warmth, a heavy white cook tent with a peaked roof and a
small steel shepherd's stove and a cook.

Is there a trick to being a camp cook?

Judy Feet (Camp Cook): No. Fortunately, I don't have to get
up and cook them breakfast. I fix coffee the night before and
take the grounds out·of it, and then I just say, 'It's ready,
all you got to do is turn it on.'

Chadwick: Judy Feet (sp), the wife of one of the two men at
the center of the hunting crew. other women came to visit the
camp occasionally, although I saw only men go out to hunt.
Judy was there almost all the time. We talked at dawn one
morning after everyone was yone. We had coffee by the fire.
She was in a pale flannel n ghtgown that was turned inside
out, and worn over red longjohns, and old White leather
high-top sneakers. She seemed completely at home in the
hunting camp.

Judy Feet: It's my thing to be out here, see them when they
bring big meat in and listen to their stories when they come
in, and I like fooling with the horse. I like cooking. I
wouldn't like to just sit at home While they were out hunting.
This is gathering information for my book- book of hunting
stories and what they go through, and things that happen to
them while they're hunting. Hunters can never find anything,
'Where's my gun? Where's my shells? I can't find my sleeping
bag.' Like I used all this stuff. So they can't get ready for
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the hunt, unless the wife tells them where everything is. So
it'll be fun. It's a funny story already.

Chadwick: One time, she said, her husband and some of the
others were camped somewhere and they'd taken along with them
a man who was too tld to hunt anymore. He didn't even have a
license: he had to stay in camp. But when they returned there
in the evening, the old man had a fresh-killed elk hanging
from a limb. 'Why did you shoot it?,' they asked. Some of
them worked for the F9rest Service, and they wondered how they
would explain this if they were caught. 'I didn't shoot it,'
the old man replied, 'Someone did, but I didn't.' 'It
wandered into camp bleeding and it keeled over and died.'
This story was so unlikely they all agreed it might be true.

Judy Feet: I can give you lots of hunting stories. It's not
real unless it's coming from the guys sitting around the
campfire, or at home around the table with a can of beer.
They actually get this paper out, like they're going to really
make a list, you know- list of what they're going to take,
things they're not going to forget, and secretly things they
don't have to ask where it is. But they never get anything
down on this paper but a bunch of scratches and doodles. The
first thing that's always on the list is the name of the guys
that are going, and that gets added to by ten-fold before a
hunting trip ever gets here. And they talk about the food
they're going to take, like they're hungry already, you know?
They can't wait till they get there, 'Now we want this and we
want that, and are you going to fix this and are you going to
fix that? The hunting trip gets here and they, I don't
care. What do you guys want? I don't- fix anything, I don't
care.' But during the year- see these flat elbows? These
flat elbows come from leaning through hours of these hunting
stories. And every story changes. And I'm sitting there
~oing, 'Well, that's not how you told it the last time.' And
1tmakes me laugh. I could sit for hours and listen to them.

Chadwick: At night in the camp, it was so cold you would
wake-up again and again and think about sleeping in a bed. It
was still dark when the hunters got up- six or seven or eight
of them. They wore heavy clothes and hats and gloves. They
were all green and brown to blend with the woods. Some wore
orange so they wouldn't blend so much as to tempt another
shooter. They started a fire. They warmed coffee. They
mixed instant oatmeal with hot water. They stood around
talking quietly. They formed into small groups and, before it
was light, moved across the road and into the trees. The
hunters would begin returning in the middle of the afternoon.
They told each other what had happened in this day going by.
By their testimony, hunting comes down to knowing how to find
your way in the woods and on being lUCky enough to find
something. And then it is a matter of skill with a gun.

There were guns all around: rifles. People were
comfortable with them, but handled them carefully
nonetheless. One man said he though hunting rifles are used
as guns are supposed to be used, but that perhaps there should
be restrictions on handguns in the city. Another was
skeptical that any rules would bother those who actually
deserved to be restricted. Perhaps the finest hunter in the
camp was Jeff Feet Csp), the husband of the cook, JUdy. He
had the only rifle I saw that did not have a fane! scope. It
was the only gun that looked old, but Feet was sa d to be an
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excellent shot with it. When he went off on horseback in the
morning, he carried it in a leather scabbard that fit under
the right stirrup strap of his saddle.

Jeff Feet (Hunter)~ My gun is called a .308 Savage, and
Savage made these lever-action guns (I'm not sure if it was a
.308 caliber), .but they made these lever-action guns back
around the turn of the century. I don't know ballistics, and
I don't really care about ballistics. It's a gun that I use
to get meat. I don't hunt trophy. I don't hunt antlers. I
kill that animal myself; I have a prayer for that animal.
That animal actually becomes a part of me, gives me strength
make it through my life. And in my belief, there's no such
thing as a death. Things go on and on and on.

Chadwick: This was said on the last night I spent in the
camp. The next day the hunters were out again for another
long walk in the mountains. They found nothing. Indeed, when
a week had passed and the hunt was over, spme of them had not
fired even one shot. But Jeff Feet had also said that such
days did not discourage him, and that most often he managed to
achieve what it was he was .. really seeking in the hunt.

Jeff Feet: When I go out in the hills, of course I enjoy elk
hunting, but it happens to be in an area that's very, very
sacred to me. It's a place where I regain my spirit. It's
very, very high in the peaks, and everybody has their own
belief and their own church and their own religion. Mine
happens to be at the base of those peaks in a very, very
special area to me. And I don't need to find an elk, I mean
if one comes along fine. And I don't need to shoot a deer
either. When I see those peaks, and I'm underneath those, it
just revives me, makes me feel like life's all worth it again.

Hanson: An "Elk Camp in Idaho" was produced by Caroline
Jenson, written by Alex Chadwick, recorded and mixed by
Michael Schweppe.


