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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

DRAFT PRELIMINARY VIEWS FOR WRC-19


Agenda Item 1.13:  to consider identification of frequency bands for the future development of International Mobile Telecommunications (IMT), including possible additional allocations to the mobile service on a primary basis, in accordance with Resolution 238 (WRC-15)
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BACKGROUND:  Mobile broadband plays a crucial role in providing access to businesses and consumers worldwide. According to ITU statistics, “In developing countries, the number of mobile-broadband subscriptions continues to grow at double digit rates, reaching a penetration rate of close to 41 percent. The total number of mobile-broadband subscriptions is expected to reach 3.6 billion by end 2016.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  ICT Facts and Figures 2016, available at http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Documents/facts/ICTFactsFigures2016.pdf] 


Mobile broadband users are also demanding higher data rates and are increasingly using mobile devices to access audio-visual content.  The mobile industry continues to drive technological innovations in order to meet these evolving user demands.  Research and development efforts from both industry as well as academia are facilitating the use of spectrum in bands above 6 GHz for mobile broadband. These efforts span the globe. Some countries and regions have also begun making spectrum available for mobile broadband applications in higher frequency bands in order to provide the benefits of these innovations to businesses and consumers worldwide. 

In early 2012, ITU-R embarked on a program to develop “IMT for 2020 and beyond”. In November 2015, ITU-R approved Recommendation ITU-R M.2083 “Framework and overall objectives of the future development of IMT for 2020”, which highlights three key usage scenarios for IMT-2020: enhanced mobile broadband, massive machine type communications, and ultra-reliable and low latency communications. Recognizing the need to consider the spectrum in the range 24.25 to 86 GHz to support terrestrial IMT in higher frequency bands, while protecting existing services, World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC) 2015 approved WRC-19 agenda item 1.13. ITU-R, standards development organizations, and industry continue to progress the work on the development of IMT-2020. 
 
U.S. VIEW:  Support studies under WRC-19 agenda item 1.13 and take appropriate action based on the results of these sharing and compatibility studies in accordance with Resolution 238 in the following bands: 
· 24.25-27.5 GHz2, 37-40.5 GHz, 42.5-43.5 GHz, 45.5-47 GHz, 47.2-50.2 GHz,50.4-52.6 GHz, 66-76 GHz and 81-86 GHz, which have allocations to the mobile service on a primary basis; and
· 31.8-33.4 GHz, 40.5-42.5 GHz and 47-47.2 GHz, which may require additional
allocations to the mobile service on a primary basis.
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