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location data to identify populated areas (primarily developed worksites, mobile camps, 
and staging areas) in 16 census blocks. 
 

4. In the Copper Valley area we’ve used Google Earth3 and internal Copper Valley Telephone 
Company structural location data in 61 census blocks.  

In all cases (both original model polygons and modified polygons) the model distributes the 
population of each census block evenly within the census block’s polygons. 

Alaska is a vast state with some populated census blocks as large as New Jersey.  The Mobile 
Participants believe that the model as modified here is a reasonable approximation of the location 
of population in eligible census blocks but may discover during actual on-the-ground deployment 
and upgrade activities that the model does not accurately reflect precise locations.  Rather than 
build out to or upgrade unpopulated locations simply to match the model, ATA will inform the 
Bureau of the discrepancy and provide updated information.  In this way, the Mobile Participants 
will honor the purpose of the Alaska Plan and their own commitments to improve service to 
specific numbers of population while ensuring accountability and transparency.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Christine O’Connor 
Executive Director 
 
Attachment (list of relevant census blocks) 
 
cc:  Matt Warner (shapefiles via DVD-R) 
 Matthew Collins (shapefiles via DVD-R) 

                                                      
3 Google (c) Alaska imagery. 


