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EX PARTE OR LATE PILeD

Honorable Claiborne Pell
United States Senate
335 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-3901

Dear Senator Pell:

Thank you for your letter regarding the petition for rulemaking filed by
Communications Satellite Corporation (COMSAT). As you observe, COMSAT seeks a
change in the Commission's Rules that would "cap" its current rates for multi
year carrier switched-voice services.

In a March 5, 1992 Public Notice, the Commission requested comment on the
COMSAT petition. We have received comments from Sprint Communications Company
L.P.; IDB Communications Group, Inc.; MCl Telecommunications Corporation; Pan
American Satellite; and American Telephone and Telegraph Company.

The Commission is reviewing the comments and plans to address this matter
expeditiously. I believe that the concerns expressed in your letter will
assist us in reaching a decision on the request for rulemaking. We all seek a
course of action that will result in a reasonable and fair solution for COMSAT
which best serves the public interest.

'~Sincerely,
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CLAIB;)RNE PELL
RHODE ISLAND

tinittd ~tattS ~rnatt
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3901

April 2, 1992

The Honorable Alfred C. Sikes
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Sikes:
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It has come to my attention that COMSAT has filed a Petition
for Rulemaking with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
seeking the adoption of incentive-based regulation for switched
voice services rather than the current system of rate-based
regulation.

It is also my understanding that the purpose of COMSAT's
request is to facilitate the lowering of rates it charges to
consumers.

I must say that I believe COMSAT's proposal has very real
merit and I urge that the FCC review it on an expedited basis.

I appreciate your attention to this matter.

Warm regards.


