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Before the Fll.E/
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

MAY 1 1 1992

In the Matter of

Redevelopment of Spectrum to
Encourage Innovation in the
Use of New Telecommunications
Technologies

)
)
)
)
)
)

Federal Communications CommIssion
Office of the Secretary

ET Docket No. 92-9

In the Matter of

Amendment of Parts 2, 21, and 94
of the Commission's Rules to
Accommodate Private Microwave
Systems in the 1.71-1.85 GHz Band
and in Bands Above 3 GHz

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

RM-7981

To: The Commission

REQUEST TO DEFER COMMENT DATES

Alcatel Network Systems, Inc. ("ANS"), by its attorney, as set forth below, hereby

requests that the Commission defer filing deadlines in the above-captioned proceedings.

ANS, formerly Collins Radio and the Network Transmission Systems Division of Rockwell

International Corporation, is a part of the world's largest manufacturer and supplier of

telecommunications equipment.

The Commission is in a difficult situation. Spectrum must be allocated for emerging

technologies, especially for personal communications services. To provide such spectrum,

the Commission, in a Notice of Proposed Rule Making, ET Docket No. 92-9 ("NPRM"),

proposes reallocation of the 2 GHz band for emerging technologies and a phased-in

migration of existing 2 GHz fixed microwave users to bands above 3 GHz. It also has

limited prospective 2 GHz fixed microwave users to applying for authority to operate on a
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secondary basis. In its Petition for Rule Making, RM-7981 ("UTC Petition"), UTC opposes

such reallocation unless the Commission adopts specific technical and operational rules for

all displaced 2 GHz and all new fixed microwave users relocated to bands above 3 GHz.

ANS has a solution to this potential regulatory stalemate. Consistent with the

Commissioners' solicitation of "any additional proposals that might accommodate the

competing demands for this important spectrum,"l ANS, in a Petition for Rule Making to be

filed with the Commission by May 22, 1992, will propose specific technical and operational

rules for fixed microwave users in bands above 3 GHz. Specifically, ANS will propose

reallocation of the lower 6 GHz common carrier band, the upper 6 GHz private operational

fixed band, and the 4, 10 and 11 GHz common carrier bands for shared co-primary use by

private and common carriers.

These proposals will consist of the following:

1. Reallocation of the lower 6 GHz common carrier band (i.e., 5.925-6.425 GHz)
so private and common carriers could use it on a co-primary basis. Of the
eight 30 MHz channel pairs in this band, two pairs would be used primarily for
medium capacity traffic and six pairs would be used for high capacity traffic.
In addition, a 15 MHz center gap and two 5 MHz guard bands at both ends
of the band could be channelized for low capacity traffic.

2. Reallocation of the upper 6 GHz private operational fixed band (i.e., 6.525 to
6.875 GHz) so private and common carriers could use it on a co-primary
basis. Existing 800 KHz channels at band edges would be subdivided into
400 KHz channels and 5 MHz channels would be subdivided into 1.6 MHz
channels.

3. Reallocation of the 4 GHz common carrier band (i.e., 3.6-4.2 GHz) so private
and common carriers could use it on a co-primary basis for medium and low
capacity traffic.

4. To provide additional spectrum in case there is inadequate capacity in the 4
and 6 GHz bands, reallocation of the 10 and 11 GHz bands so private and
common carriers could use them on a co-primary basis when system
performance permits.

1 Letter, dated April 20, 1992, from the Commissioners to Senator Ernest F. Hollings.
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5. Specific amendments to Parts 21 and 94 to accommodate this reallocation.
These amendments will include provisions for eligibility, channel loading, path
lengths, frequency modulation, and antenna standards.

As will be demonstrated in its Petition, ANS' proposal is spectrally efficient because

it subdivides existing channels according to need. Flexible access to the spectrum is

optimized because private and common carriers can select from among several bands with

appropriate path length, attenuation, propagation and other criteria. Industry groups, such

as TIA and NMSA, are studying proposed standards that will enable private and common

carriers to share these bands.

In addition to the UTe Petition, several interrelated proceedings involving the

Commission's proposed 2 GHz band reallocation are pending. On April 10, 1992, the

Association of American Railroads C'AAR"), Large Public Power Council and American

Petroleum Institute, jointly filed a Petition to Suspend Proceeding ("AAR Petition"), and on

May 1, 1992, UTC filed a Petition for Issuance of Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

("UTC Further Petition"). Disparate comment periods for these proceedings have been or

will be established. Comments on the NPRM are due June 5 and Reply Comments are due

July 6. Comments on the UTC Petition are due June 1 and Reply Comments are due June

16. This pleading schedule will be complicated by comments on ANS' Petition.

Rather than force interested parties to comment on all these proceedings in a

piecemeal basis, ANS herein respectfully requests that the Commission defer the scheduled

pleading deadlines for the NPRM and the UTC Petition to coincide with a pleading period

for its Petition.2 This unified schedUling will expedite, rather than delay, Commission action

on this critical reallocation proceeding. Interested parties, in a single pleading, will be able

2 UTC consents to this request. To further streamline this proceeding, the Commission
could place the AAR Petition and the UTC Further Petition on Public Notice with the same
comment period.
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to comment on both the Commission's proposed reallocation of the 2 GHz band and on

ANS' necessary corollary proposed reallocation of the 4, 6, 10 and 11 GHz bands for fIXed

microwave users. Consolidation of these proceedings will place all relevant issues before

the public for a single set of comments, will eliminate repetitive pleadings and attendant

delays, and thus will develop a more complete and useful record for the Commission.

ANS' proposal will work. Given its long history of successful innovation in the

microwave radio business, ANS is particularly well situated to contribute significantly

towards creating an opportunity for emerging technologies to develop while protecting the

critical services fixed microwave users provide.

Consequently, ANS respectfully requests that the Commission promptly place its

Petition on Public Notice for comments and defer the comment period for the NPRM and

the UTC Petition to coincide with such pleading deadlines.

Respectfully submitted,

obert J. Miller
Gardere & Wynne, a Registered
Limited Liability Partnership

1601 Elm Street, Suite 3000
Dallas, Texas 75201
(214) 999-4219

Its Attorney

May 8,1992

111221.03-87289/2
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Becky Juricek, a secretary in the law firm of Gardere & Wynne, do hereby certify
that the attached Request to Defer Comment Dates was hand delivered, the 11th day of
May, 1992, to each of the following:

The Honorable Alfred C. Sikes
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

The Honorable James H. Quello
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

The Honorable Sherrie P. Marshall
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 826
Washington, D.C. 20554

The Honorable Andrew C. Barrett
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

The Honorable Ervin S. Duggan
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dr. Thomas P. Stanley, Chief
Office of Engineering and Technology
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Room 7002
Washington, D.C. 20554

Mr. Robert Pepper, Chief
Office of Plans and Policy
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 822
Washington, D.C. 20554

Mr. Ralph Haller, Chief
Private Radio Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Room 5002
Washington, D.C. 20554

Cheryl A. Tritt, Chief
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 500
Washington, D.C. 20554



Dr. Bruce A. Franca, Deputy Chief
Office of Engineering and Technology
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Room 7002
Washington, D.C. 20554

Terry L. Haines, Esq.
Chief of Staff
Office of the Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Fred Thomas
Office of Engineering and Technology
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Room 7002
Washington, D.C. 20554

Jeffrey L. Sheldon, Esq.
Sean A. Stokes, Esq.
Utilities Telecommunications Council
1140 Connecticut Avenue, N.W, Suite 1140
Washington, D.C. 20036

Thomas J. Keller, Esq.
Erwin G. Krasnow, Esq.
Lawrence R. Sidman, Esq.
Jacqueline R. Kinney, Esq.
Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard, McPherson
and Hand, Chartered

901 15th Street, N.W., Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20005
Counsel for The Association of American Railroads
and the Large Public Power Council

Wayne V. Black, Esq.
Keller & Heckman
1001 G Street, N.W., Suite 500 West
Washington, D.C. 20001

Counsel for The American Petroleum Institute
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