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Mr. Raja was the Network and Systems Administrator.  He was not hired to secure federal 

grants for the District.  He learned how to file E-Rate on the job.  It appears for whatever reason 

he filed the two 471 forms a mere three hours late.  There is no indication that this was done with 

ill intent, and there is nothing in the record to suggest that The District was misusing these funds 

or was trying to avoid program rules.  Therefore, there can be no just reason for a denial of the 

requested extension. 

The District demonstrates herein ample reasons for granting this request for 

reconsideration, and it would appear that the Bureau has failed to consider the full breath of the 

initial argument made.  The initial appeal was filed immediately upon discovery with the belief 

that each additional hour that the request for an appeal was made late, the less chance for getting 

the appeal granted.  As a result, the initial document is sparse on information, and it is 

understandable why the Bureau did not fully consider the argument.  However, the District can 

clearly show that the only person who had any information that would’ve have alerted the District 

for the need to file an appeal, or even that the initial filing was late, was Mr. Raja, who had left the 

employ of the District and had provided verbal notice of his resignation prior to the filing of the 

documents, which he completed at his home curiously enough. 

V. Conclusion and Prayer For Relief.  

Plano School District 88 requests that the Commission reverse and remand the previous 

decision denying requests for Funding Year 2016 and allow the 2016 E-Rate applications to be 

processed by USAC in order to approve the requests.  Plano School District 88 relied upon the 

expertise and diligence of their former employee Mr. Anand Raja in filing the appropriate E-Rate 

applications within the filing window.  When he failed to do so, and then left the employ of the 

District without informing anyone of this failure, he left the District in an impossible position, 

where discovery was most likely going to be after filing deadlines were passed.  This must provide 

the Bureau with the necessary special circumstances for granting this request for reconsideration. 

Unfortunately for the District, Mr. Raja was leaving the District at the time of the 2016 E-

Rate filing.  It is unclear what was in Mr. Raja’s head.  Perhaps he was anxious to get on to his 

new position and was just negligent, or perhaps there was some intent.  Regardless, it is the 

District’s position that special circumstances exist here to allow a waiver and extension of the 

filing deadlines.  There are no repercussions for Mr. Raja as he has now left the District; however, 

there are major repercussions to the District as the District may potentially miss out on thousands 

of dollars of funding which are critically necessary to the District’s ability to teach their students.  

There is nothing in the record to indicate any ill intent, or abuse of program rules in this case.  

There is no claim that the District has violated program rules.  The only issue is the late filing of 

the Form 471 and the late request for an extension of the same.  This all happened as a result of a 

perfect storm of circumstances where one technology coordinator decided to change jobs for 

whatever reason.  The District was unaware of any issue prior to August 26, 2016, and as soon as 

the District was made aware of the late filing, they attempted to correct the error.    We are asking 

that FRN(s) 1699130199, 1699133537 (471## 161055957) and FRN(s) 1699133461, 1699133481 

& 1699133510 (471#161056010) we fully granted and remanded to USAC for further processing. 
 

http://e-ratecentral.com/us/reports/frnDetail_all.asp?v=&frn=1699130199&fy=2016
http://e-ratecentral.com/us/reports/frnDetail_all.asp?v=&frn=1699133537&fy=2016
http://e-ratecentral.com/us/reports/frnDetail_all.asp?v=&frn=1699133461&fy=2016
http://e-ratecentral.com/us/reports/frnDetail_all.asp?v=&frn=1699133481&fy=2016
http://e-ratecentral.com/us/reports/frnDetail_all.asp?v=&frn=1699133510&fy=2016





