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Associated Builders and Contractors, (ABC) hereby submits its comments in response

to the Notice of Inquiry (NOI) released on February 7, 1992 in the above captioned

proceeding.

ABC is a national trade association representing over 16,000 construction and

construction-related firms located in 79 chapters throughout the country. Our diverse

membership is bound by a shared commitment to the merit shop philosophy of awarding

construction contracts to the lowest responsible bidder, without regard to labor affiliation.

With over seventy percent of all construction in the United States today performed by merit

shop contractors, ABC is proud to be their voice.

The use of private radio systems has provided efficiency improvements that have

allowed our members to promote cost effectiveness and increased productivity in the

construction industry. Emerging technologies such as Personal Communications Services

(PCS) will provide new opportunities to implement radio systems beneficial to our members

and the public they ultimately serve. It is therefore of utmost importance that Commission

decisions on emerging technologies such as PCS provide the construction industry with cost

effective access to systems providing best fit solutions.

The construction industry is continually striving to introduce productivity

improvements that will give it an edge in providing services and products to the public. The

potential for our members to access drawings, data, and just in time delivery schedule

information from any location on the job site by radio emphasizes only a few of the many



efficiency improvements possible with new technology.

ABC members benefitted greatly from the'Commissions' action in Docket # 18262

which allocated 800/900 MHz to land mobile systems and allowed users to implement

private systems or be end-users on private carriers (SMRs). What was then new

technologies are now considered today essential service for every job site. This opportunity

must once again become a reality to the Construction Industry through the judicial

assignment of Spectrum, a portion of which must be provided to the Private Land Mobile

Services and ultimately the U.S. Construction Industry for dedicated customized Private PCS

systems.

We are concerned that the Commission may be changing its successful historic

pattern of providing Spectrum to all segments of the economy. A shift in policy toward

having provided only carriers - either private carrier or common carrier - is likely to increase

the cost of service and may even prevent development of best-fit solutions for an industry.

Developing technologies such as PCS hold realistic opportunities for continued

efficiency improvements in the construction industry which translate to economic growth for

the entire growth for the entire country. Unless the Commission makes sufficient spectrum

available for dedicated Private PCS Systems, however, the construction industry may be

foreclosed from taking advantage of these new technologies.


