
 
 
 
October 31, 2016 
 
Via Electronic Filing 
  
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission   
445 12th Street, SW 
Room TWA325 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
Re: Post-Incentive Auction Transition Scheduling Plan, MB Docket No. 16-306; GN 

Docket No. 12-268 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

Grundy Telcom Integration Inc. (GTI) submits these comments to voice support for the 
proposed post-incentive auction transition scheduling plan (the “Transition Plan”) that the 
Federal Communications Commission’s Incentive Auction Task Force and Media Bureau have 
proposed.   
 

GTI, based in Burlington, Ontario, Canada, provides engineering, manufacturing, and 
construction services related to the installation and continued operation of broadcast transmitter 
facilities, towers, and antenna systems worldwide. GTI is equipped and ready for the television 
repack in the United States. Our crews and equipment are capable of working on any tower, 
including large broadcast towers up to 2000 ft. tall. We have the experience, equipment and 
competency to remove, install, or modify heavy broadcast antennas (top mount or side mount) 
with weights ranging from the smallest lift to over 18,000 pounds. In addition, we are an 
authorized Kathrein – Sira antenna representative and facilitate ordering, delivery and 
deployment of television broadcast antennas across the United States and Canada.  
 

In recent months, GTI has added (2) large tower hoists and (3) Ginpoles and all the 
associated rigging components in order to be equipped when the process begins.  We plan to 
scale our field crews from (3) to (6) within the next 24 months. Two field crews will have the 
capability to work on towers up to 2000 ft., while the others would be equipped to work on 
towers up 1100 ft.  
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GTI is pleased to see that the FCC has proposed a modified regional approach to the 
transition. As a company accustomed to servicing towers across Canada as well as the U.S., we 
would like to comment again on the impact of weather on the transition plan. In our experience, 
weather conditions do not preclude tower work; in most instances, severe cold weather, wind, 
and lightning provide, at worst, manageable challenges to experienced skilled tower contractors. 
However, on the occasion that a site is extensively delayed due to weather conditions, the 
regionality of the plan should allow flexibility for a service provider stopped from working on 
one job to perform ground work at another. 
 

GTI believes that the (39) month goal is achievable providing most, if not all, 
broadcasters are able to get a head start on the process.  This would mitigate the bottle neck on 
the available resources.  Thus, the Commission should clarify its anti-collusion rules to allow 
broadcasters to reach out to professionals like GTI beginning now. Broadcasters we meet at trade 
shows report that they are uncomfortable having a planning conversation at this time due to the 
anti-collusion rules. Other broadcasters just are not calling. Given the delivery time for antenna 
and transmission equipment, some advanced planning is critical to achieving the completion 
schedule for each phase.  Should the broadcasters be permitted to reach out to vendors and 
contractors, it would expedite the front-end portion of the processes involved for each project, 
and hopefully also allow for the discovery of potential bottlenecks (e.g. discovering a tower 
requires significant structural upgrades) well in advance.  
 

Based on our experience in industry and in the DTV transition in the recent past, GTI is 
confident that the transition can be completed on time, but we urge the FCC to give broadcasters 
more freedom to engage with service providers and contractors well in advance of the end of the 
auction. This permission to begin the pre-transition work now, coupled with the overall 
framework described in the Transition Plan, will lead to a successful transition of the spectrum.   
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

_______________________________ 
Brian Grundy 
President 
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