April 30, 2019

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
445 12 Street Southwest

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Ex Parte Letter, Transforming the 2.5 GHz Band, WT Docket No. 18-120

Dear Ms. Dortch:

As wireless internet service providers striving to close the digital divide in rural America, we
write to express our enthusiastic support for the Commission to make available new Educational
Broadband Service (EBS) licenses to educators via priority licensing windows. Schools, universities,
and nonprofits have been waiting for over 23 years for the Commission to finish licensing this
critical spectrum band. Since the last major EBS rulemaking, an entire ecosystem of affordable
equipment and technical expertise has developed in the 2.5 GHz band, making EBS a key tool to
closing the digital divide.

Access to spectrum is a critical ingredient to achieving our shared goal of serving rural
communities with affordable, high-speed broadband access. EBS provides operators like us with a
unique opportunity to partner with local educators and provide access not only to our schools but also
to our entire communities. Priority filing windows would quickly put EBS spectrum in the hands of
schools and local operator partners who are eager and ready to build out.

Licensing EBS to schools and retaining the current eligibility requirement in no way prevents
commercial operators from gaining access to this band. In fact, quite the opposite is true. EBS
provides affordable partnership options to rural operators who can partner with EBS licensees to
build out broadband networks to connect their otherwise unserved or underserved communities. The
Commission can promote these successful public-private partnerships by licensing unassigned EBS
spectrum through the use of priority filing windows.

We strongly oppose auctions of EBS spectrum before educators have had an opportunity to
obtain new EBS licenses. Like educators, many of our companies are unable to compete with larger
broadband providers—some of whom have received significant federal subsidies—in any form of
auction. In addition, an auction would further delay making this spectrum available and putting it to
use to provide much-needed broadband service in our communities.

We commend the Commission for seeking to finish licensing the EBS band. In order to reach

our shared goal of closing the digital divide, we strongly urge the Commission to open new licensing
windows to educators.

Respectfully submitted,
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Landon Saunders
Cloud 9 Wireless
Deerfield, TN 38464

Greg Huber
Ziplink Internet
San Antonio, TX 78270

Dan Hammes
Gazette Record Internet
St. Maries, ID 83861

Rainer Glenig
Gtek Communications
Portland, TX 78374

Travis Allen
Total Highspeed Internet
Nixa, MO 65714

Barry Brannon
Highlands Wireless
Reno, NV 89501

Michele Wido
KGI Communications
King George, VA 22485

Joe Royer
Royell Communications
Virden, IL 62690

Eric Ryplewski
Hilltop Broadband
Berthoud, CO 80513

Andrew Siems
SyncWave, LLC
Scottville, M1 49454

Justin Nemec
Redwire Inc.
Tallahassee, FL 32303

Brian Hesterberg
Gifford Wireless
Gifford, IL 61847

Steve Meinhardt

Crystal Automation Systems
Stanton, MI 48888

Jim Wilson
Ptera Inc.
Liberty Lake, WA 99016

Brian Doyle
Ndemand Inc.
Richmond, TX 77406

Sean Heskett
Zirkel Wireless
Steamboat Springs, CO 80487

Stuart Robinson
Veo Point
Longview, TX 75601

Jerry Bickle
RF Design Services LLC
Edmond, OK 73003

William Geibel Jr.
Wired or Wireless Inc.
Spokane Valley, WA 99016

Brian Wills
Bitwise Inc.
Davison, MI 48423

John Webber
Allion USA
Hillsboro, OR 97003

Mickey Hodges
StraightUpNet
Amelia, VA 23002

David Christian
Metro Service Center
Metropolis, IL 62960

Pravin Kurishingal
Cogo Tech.
Dallas, TX 75001
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Mitchell Koepp
A Better Wireless
Henning, MN 56551

James Dyse
Clear Networx
Montrose, CO 81401

Greg G. Rie
La Harpe Telephone
La Harpe, IL 61450

Stephen Fortman
Paladin Wireless
Royston, GA 30662

Rusty Irvin
City Net
Bridgeport, WV 26330

Robert Staggs
American Wireless
Jackson, MO 63755

Chris Bay
Bays-ET Highspeed
Pacific, MO 63069

Jawaid Bazyar
Forethought.net
Gypsum, CO 81637

Seth Kelly
Last Mile Services
Cedar Rapids, 1A 52227

Dan Lubar
Slopeside Internet
Winter Park, CO 80482

Steve Nedolast
Local TV and Electronics
Willard, OH 44888

Larry Weidig
Excel.net, Inc.
Sheboygan, WI 53081

Jim Hinsdale
Livewire Net
Boulder, CO 80301

Scott Wade
Air Grids
Dillon, MT 59725

Steve Rie
La Harpe Communications
La Harpe, IL 61450

Rick Torstick
Harlan 2 Way
Harlan, KY 40829

Christopher Crume
New Source Broadband
Graham, TX 76450

Seth Brown
EL Internet NW
Bonners Ferry, ID 83805

Zot Barazzotto
Clifton Communications, LLC.
Clifton, OH 45316

Scott Sims
Voice Wave
Dallas, TX 75001

Seth Kelly
CCR Telecommunications
Cedar Rapids, 1A 52227

Tommy Allmand
Rural Texas Broadband
Pearsall, TX 78061

Jim Hankins
Hankins Tech.
Gilroy, CA 95020

William Newbold
SML Wireless
Moneta, VA 24121
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Joel Whitaker Shawn Jerrell
Laser Image Inc. Lazernet Wireless
Sandpoint, ID 83864 Cairo, IL 62914
Carrie Scott Lee Warren
Countrymen Communications Premier Broadband
Lewisburg, WV 24901 Dallas, TX 75001
Carl Cadwallader Brian Vincent
Barger Creek Wireless Madison River Technology
Atlanta, MI 49709 Big Sky, MT 59729
Jana Cichowski Rudy Worrell
3C Group Corp. Wave2Net
Big Sky, MT 59729 Winchester, VA 22602
Brian Matthews
Splash Wireless Internet
Richland, MO 65556

Cc: The Honorable Ajit Pai, Chairman

The Honorable Michael O’Rielly, Commissioner
The Honorable Jessica Rosenworcel, Commissioner
The Honorable Brendan Carr, Commissioner

The Honorable Geoffrey Starks, Commissioner



