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47 CFR 51.325

8 51.325 Notice of network changes: Public notice requirement.

(a) An incumbent local exchange carrier ("LEC") must provide public notice regarding any network change that:
(2) Will affect a competing service provider's performance or ability to provide service;

(2) Will affect the incumbent LEC's interoperability with other service providers; or

(34) Will result in the retirement of copper

(b) For purposes of this section, interoperability means the ability of two or more facilities, or networks, to be connect-
ed, to exchange information, and to use the information that has been exchanged.

(ce) For the purposes of 88 51.325 through 51.335, the term services means telecommunications services or information
services.

(Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 3060-0741.)
HISTORY: [61 FR 47284, 47351, Sept. 6, 1996; 64 FR 14141, 14148, Mar. 24, 1999; 68 FR 52276, 52305, Sept. 2,

2003; 69 FR 77950, 77953, Dec. 29, 2004; 80 FR 63322, 63371, Oct. 19, 2015, as confirmed at 81 FR 17617, Mar. 30,
2016; 81 FR 15647, Mar. 24, 2016.]

AUTHORITY: AUTHORITY NOTE APPLICABLE TO ENTIRE PART:
47 U.S.C. 151-55, 201-05, 207-09, 218, 220, 225-27, 251-54, 256, 271, 303(r), 332, 1302.
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8 51.327 Notice of network changes: content of notice.

(@) Public notice of planned network changes must, at a minimum, include:
(1) The carrier's name and address;

(2) The name and telephone number of a contact person who can supply additional information regarding the
planned changes;

(3) The implementation date of the planned changes;
(4) The location(s) at which the changes will occur;

(5) A description of the type of changes planned (Information provided to satisfy this requirement must in-
clude, as applicable, butis-net-Hmited-to; references to technical specifications, protocols, and standards regarding
transmission, signaling, routing, and facility assignment as well as references to technical standards that would be ap-
plicable to any new technologies or equipment, or that may otherwise affect interconnection); and

(6) A description of the reasonably foreseeable impact of the planned changes.

(b) The incumbent LEC also shall follow, as necessary, procedures relating to confidential or proprietary infor-
mation contained in § 51.335.
HISTORY: [61 FR 47284, 47351, Sept. 6, 1996]

AUTHORITY: AUTHORITY NOTE APPLICABLE TO ENTIRE PART:
47 U.S.C. 151-55, 201-05, 207-09, 218, 220, 225-27, 251-54, 256, 271, 303(r), 332, 1302.

NOTES: [EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: 61 FR 47284, 47351, Sept. 6, 1996, which added this section, became effective
Nov. 15, 1996.]
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47 CFR 51.329

8 51.329 Notice of network changes: Methods for providing notice.

(@) In providing the required notice to the public of network changes, an incumbent LEC may use one of the fol-
lowing methods:

(2) Filing a public notice with the Commission; or

(2) Providing public notice through industry fora, industry publications, or the carrier's publicly accessible Internet
site. If an incumbent LEC uses any of the methods specified in paragraph (a)(2) of this section, it also must file a certi-
fication with the Commission that includes:

(i) A statement that identifies the proposed changes;
(ii) A statement that public notice has been given in compliance with 88 51.325 through 51.335; and

(iii) A statement identifying the location of the change information and describing how this information can be
obtained.

(b) Until the planned change is implemented, an incumbent LEC must keep the notice available for public inspec-
tion, and amend the notice to keep the information complete, accurate and up-to-date.

(c) Specific filing requirements. Commission filings under this section must be made as follows:

(1) The public notice or certification must be labeled with one of the following titles, as appropriate: "Public No-
tice of Network Change Under Rule 51.329(a)," "Certification of Public Notice of Network Change Under Rule
51.329(a)," "Short Term Public Notice Under Rule 51.333(a)," or "Certification of Short Term Public Notice Under
Rule 51.333(a).;"

(2) The incumbent LEC's public notice and any associated certifications shall be filed through the Commission's
Electronic Comment Filing System (ECFS), using the "Submit a Non-Docketed Filing" module. All subsequent filings
responsive to a notice may be filed using the Commission's ECFS under the docket number set forth in the Commis-
sion's public notice for the proceeding. Subsequent filings responsive to a notice also may be filed by sending one paper
copy of the filing to "Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, Washington, DC 20554" and one paper copy of
the filing to "Federal Communications Commission, Wireline Competition Bureau, Competition Policy Division,
Washington, DC 20554." For notices filed using the Commission's ECFS, the date on which the filing is received by



that system will be considered the official filing date. For notices filed via paper copy, the date on which the filing is
received by the Secretary or the FCC Mailroom is considered the official filing date. All subsequent filings responsive
to a notice shall refer to the ECFS docket number assigned to the notice.

HISTORY: [61 FR 47284, 47351, Sept. 6, 1996; 67 FR 13216, 13225, Mar. 21, 2002; 71 FR 65743, 65750, Nov. 9,
2006; 80 FR 1586, 1588, Jan. 13, 2015; 81 FR 62632, 62655, Sept. 12, 2016]

AUTHORITY: AUTHORITY NOTE APPLICABLE TO ENTIRE PART:
47 U.S.C. 151-55, 201-05, 207-09, 218, 220, 225-27, 251-54, 256, 271, 303(r), 332, 1302.

NOTES: [PUBLISHER'S NOTE: 81 FR 62632, 62655, Sept. 12, 2016, revised paragraph (c)(1). Paragraph (c)(1) con-
tains information collection and record-keeping requirements, which will not become effective until the Office of Man-
agement and Budget approves them. A document will be published in the Federal Register once approval has been ob-
tained. For the convenience of the user, the superseded text for paragraph (c)(1) reads as follows:

(c)(1) The public notice or certification must be labeled with one of the following titles, as appropriate: "Public Notice
of Network Change Under Rule 51.329(a)," "Certification of Public Notice of Network Change Under Rule 51.329(a),"
"Short Term Public Notice Under Rule 51.333(a)," or "Certification of Short Term Public Notice Under Rule
51.333(a)."]

[EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: 80 FR 1586, 1588, Jan. 13, 2015, revised paragraph (c)(2), effective Feb. 12, 2015.]
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§ 51.331 Notice of network changes: Timing of notice.

(@) An incumbent LEC shall give public notice of planned changes at the make/buy point, as defined in paragraph
(b) of this section, but at least 12 months before implementation, except as provided below:

(1) If the changes can be implemented within twelve months of the make/buy point, public notice must be given at
the make/buy point, but at least six months before implementation.

(2) If the changes can be implemented within six months of the make/buy point, public notice may be given pur-
suant to the short term notice procedures provided in § 51.333.

(b) For purposes of this section, the make/buy point is the time at which an incumbent LEC decides to make for
itself, or to procure from another entity, any product the design of which affects or relies on a new or changed network
interface. If an incumbent LEC's planned changes do not require it to make or to procure a product, then the make/buy
point is the point at which the incumbent LEC makes a definite decision to implement a network change.

(1) For purposes of this section, a product is any hardware or software for use in an incumbent LEC's network or
in conjunction with its facilities that, when installed, could affect the compatibility of an interconnected service provid-
er's network, facilities or services with an incumbent LEC's existing telephone network, facilities or services, or with
any of an incumbent carrier's services or capabilities.

(2) For purposes of this section a definite decision is reached when an incumbent LEC determines that the change
is warranted, establishes a timetable for anticipated implementation, and takes any action toward implementation of the
change within its network.

HISTORY: [61 FR 47284, 47352, Sept. 6, 1996; 68 FR 52276, 52305, Sept. 2, 2003; 69 FR 77950, 77953, Dec. 29,
2004; 80 FR 63322, 63371, Oct. 19, 2015, as corrected at 81 FR 17617, Mar. 30, 2016]

AUTHORITY: AUTHORITY NOTE APPLICABLE TO ENTIRE PART:
47 U.S.C. 151-55, 201-05, 207-09, 218, 220, 225-27, 251-54, 256, 271, 303(r), 332, 1302.

NOTES: [EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: 80 FR 63322, 63371, Oct. 19, 2015, removed paragraph (c), effective Nov. 18,
2015.]
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47 CFR 51.333

8 51.333 Notice of Network Changes: Short term notice, objections thereio and objections toretirement of copper
loops-or-copper-subloops.

(a) Certificate of service. If an incumbent LEC wishes to provide less than six months notice of planned network
changes, the public notice or certification that it files with the Commission must include a certificate of service in addi-
tion to the information required by § 51.327(a) or § 51.329(a)(2), as applicable. The certificate of service shall include:

(1) A statement that-at-least five business-days-in-advanee-efits-filing-with-the Commission; the incumbent LEC

served a copy of its public notice upon each telephone exchange service provider that directly interconnects with the
incumbent LEC's network_ if any; and

(2) The name and address of each such telephone exchange service provider upon which the notice was served.

(b) Implementation date. The Commission will release a public notice of filings of such short term notices. The
public notice will set forth the docket number assigned by the Commission to the incumbent LEC's notice. The effective
date of the network changes referenced in those filings shall be deemed final as follows:

(1) where the planned network changes involve facilities that are being used to provide service to customers, on
the sixtieth (60) calendar day after the incumbent LEC files the notice with the Commissionen-the-tenth-business-day-

MFWM%%%%WW%@@&%&MW%@%%

82 where the planned network changes involve facilities that are no longer being used to provide service
to customers, on the fifteenth (15) calendar day after the incumbent LEC files the notice with the Commission.




(Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 3060-0741.)

HISTORY: [61 FR 47284, 47352, Sept. 6, 1996; 67 FR 13216, 13226, Mar. 21, 2002; 68 FR 52276, 52305, Sept. 2,
2003; 69 FR 77950, 77953, Dec. 29, 2004; 80 FR 63322, 63372, Oct. 19, 2015, as corrected at 81 FR 17617, Mar. 30,
2016; 81 FR 15647, Mar. 24, 2016]

AUTHORITY: AUTHORITY NOTE APPLICABLE TO ENTIRE PART:
47 U.S.C. 151-55, 201-05, 207-09, 218, 220, 225-27, 251-54, 256, 271, 303(r), 332, 1302.

NOTES: [EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: 80 FR 63322, 63371, Oct. 19, 2015, amended this section, and 81 FR 15647,
Mar. 24, 2016, provides that 80 FR 63322, is effective Mar. 24, 2016.]
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47 CFR 51.335

8 51.335 Notice of network changes: confidential or proprietary information.

(a) If an incumbent LEC claims that information otherwise required to be disclosed is confidential or proprietary,
the incumbent LEC's public notice must include, in addition to the information identified in § 51.327(a), a statement
that the incumbent LEC will make further information available to those signing a nondisclosure agreement.

(b) Tolling the public notice period. Upon receipt by an incumbent LEC of a competing service provider's request
for disclosure of confidential or proprietary information, the applicable public notice period will be tolled until the par-
ties agree on the terms of a nondisclosure agreement. An incumbent LEC receiving such a request must amend its pub-
lic notice as follows:

(1) On the date it receives a request from a competing service provider for disclosure of confidential or proprietary
information, to state that the notice period is tolled; and

(2) On the date the nondisclosure agreement is finalized, to specify a new implementation date.
HISTORY: [61 FR 47284, 47352, Sept. 6, 1996]

AUTHORITY: AUTHORITY NOTE APPLICABLE TO ENTIRE PART:
47 U.S.C. 151-55, 201-05, 207-09, 218, 220, 225-27, 251-54, 256, 271, 303(r), 332, 1302.

NOTES: [EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: 61 FR 47284, 47352, Sept. 6, 1996, which added this section, became effective
Nov. 15, 1996.]



[NEW 8§ 513XX Effect of a force majeure event: limited waiver of advance notice requirements.]

(a) Notwithstanding the requirements in Rule 51.331, if in response to a force majeure event, an incumbent LEC
invokes its disaster recovery plan, the incumbent LEC will be exempted during the period when the plan is invoked (up
to 180 days) from all advanced notice and waiting periods requirements associated with network changes that are ne-
cessitated as a direct result of damage to the incumbent LEC’s network infrastructure caused by the event.

(b) During the exemption period, the incumbent LEC must communicate with other carriers and make them aware
of any network changes the incumbent LEC is making that are subject to the exemption but that may impact the other
carriers’ operations.

(c) Within 10 days of the end of the exemption period, the incumbent LEC must provide public notice in compli-
ance with 47 C.F.R. 8§ 51.325-51.335 regarding any network changes the incumbent LEC made subject to the exemp-
tion.

(d) If an incumbent LEC requires relief longer than 180 days after the disaster recovery plan is invoked, the in-
cumbent LEC must request such authority from the Commission. Any such request must be accompanied by a status
report describing the incumbent LEC’s progress and providing an estimate of when the incumbent LEC expects to be
able to resume compliance with network disclosure requirements.

(e) For purposes of this section force majeure means an unexpected and disruptive event, such as a natural disaster

or a terrorist attack.




