
June 20, 2016 

 

ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington DC 20554 
 
Re: Standing Rock Telecommunications Inc Mobility Fund Supplemental Filing 
      WT Docket no. 10-208 
 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch, 
 
 Standing Rock Telecommunications Inc. (“Standing Rock” or “Company”) seeks to 

modify the project descriptions and timelines currently on for the following census tracks won by 

Standing Rock in the FCC’s Mobility Fund Phase 1 auction 901: 

North Dakota 
T38085940900 
T38085940800 
 
South Dakota 
T46031941100 
T46031941000 

 Standing Rock participated in the FCC’s Mobility auction held in 2013 and was the 

successful bidder for 4 census tracks that covered the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation area in 

North Dakota and South Dakota covering over 1,272 eligible road miles.  These census tracks 

are extremely rural in nature and reliable wireless telecommunications service was not available. 

 In filing its original project description and timelines, Standing Rock committed it would 

be building a 3G network in each of these census tracks with a deadline to complete this network 

by December 24, 2015.  On December 24, 2015 Standing Rock filed a request for an extension 

of time to complete the 3G network as the Company was having difficulty completing the build 



out across all of its eligible road miles as a significant amount of those road miles were 

undrivable.  Standing Rock has received phase 2 funding for each of its census tracks.  Standing 

Rock has now decided that it would be more efficient, and in the public interest to deploy a 4G 

network in its Mobility Fund census tracts.  Standing Rock has already begun construction of its 

4G network at many of its sites within its census tracts.  Allowing Standing Rock to update its 

Mobility Fund reporting to reflect the 4G network build, updating existing 3G network 

equipment, and the corresponding updated build-out deadline of December 31, 2016, will allow 

the company sufficient time to build out its network and better services the underserved 

customers residing on the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation. 

 Upon approval by the FCC of Standing Rock’s request to change the build out deadline 

to December 31, 2016 and to allow the Company to continue with its build out to a 4G network, 

Standing Rock withdraws its request for an extension of time to complete the 3G network that 

was filed with the FCC on December 24, 2015.  Standing Rock has completed the build out in 

each census track past the level to receive the phase 2 funding, but to be able to service the 

remaining areas of each census track, 4G network technology is needed.  Standing Rock has 

already invested millions of dollars to deploy its 3G and now partially 4G network in its census 

tracks and with the new deadline will be able to reach the majority of the road miles within the 

census tracks on the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation area. 

 Standing Rock has already filed a project description of its 4G network when the original 

project description was filed for its 3G network, but the Company did not put a timeline on the 

completion of the 4G network as the focus was on getting the 3G network build out first.  Since 

the 4G project description is already on file with the FCC, there is no need to file another long 



form for the project description at this time.  A project deadline is required for the 4G network 

which will be December 31, 2016. 

 The grant of this requested modification to build out a 4G network is in the public interest 

because Standing Rock will be unable to service all of the road miles within the census tracks 

leaving potential customers without reliable wireless telecommunications service.  Standing 

Rock is not requesting any additional funding to complete the 4G network build out which will 

allow the residents of the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation to have reliable and reasonably 

priced wireless telecommunication and broadband service with no additional costs to the Federal 

Government. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Fred McLaughlin 

Telecommunications General Manager 

Standing Rock Telecommunications Inc. 

 

 

 

 
 


