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FLETCHER, HEALD & HILDRETH, P.L.C. 
  

Via Electronic Filing 
 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 

Re: IB Docket No. 13-213 
Ex Parte Filing of the Hearing Industries Association 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 On June 17, 2016, the undersigned and Andy Bopp, Executive Director of the Hearing 
Industries Association (“HIA”), met with Erin McGrath, Legal Advisor to Commissioner 
O’Rielly. In addition to points made in prior filings,1 we discussed the following: 

 Wi-Fi Channel 14, on which Globalstar is seeking to build a network, has served as a de 
facto “safe harbor” in the 2.4 GHz band for lower power unlicensed devices, including Bluetooth 
Low Energy hearing aids, FDA regulated wireless medical devices, and many other frequency 
hopping technologies. No parties appear to dispute this fact. 

 Though these lower power technologies have unlicensed status, common sense and good 
public policy require that the Commission consider the effect of any proposed rule change on the 
large installed base of devices employing Bluetooth and similar technologies, as well as devices 
in development for use on this portion of the band. This is in line with Commission practice and 
also a matter on which the Commission specifically sought comment in this proceeding.  

 In this instance, the public benefit of ensuring ongoing reliable communications of an 
installed base of Bluetooth and similar devices – many FDA approved – used by hundreds of 
millions of Americans outweighs allowing one company to operate a private network that would 
serve a few.   
                                                 
1 See Letter from Laura Stefani, Counsel for the Hearing Industries Association, to Marlene H. 
Dortch, Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, IB Docket No. 13-213 and RM-11685 
(filed June 7, 2016); Letter from Laura Stefani, Counsel for the Hearing Industries Association, 
to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, IB Docket No. 13-213 
and RM-11685 (filed April 21, 2016). 
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 Some suggest that the Commission allow Wi-Fi to also operate on the same spectrum that 
Globalstar proposed to use (Channel 14 and above). HIA agrees with the sentiment expressed by 
the Wireless Communications Association International (WCA) with regard to this suggestion: 
This is a prime example of when two wrongs cannot make a right.2  

 HIA opposes allowing Wi-Fi to operate on Channel 14. While that may provide an 
incremental benefit to Wi-Fi, it would do so at great expense of many Americans who rely on 
devices that use other unlicensed technologies such as Bluetooth Low Energy. 

  HIA supports spectrum sharing, but new rules should be crafted only after thoughtful 
consideration of all effected technologies, not just a few. And a major spectrum allocation 
decision should occur during open and transparent discussions rather than during last minute 
negotiations.  

 Please direct any questions to the undersigned. 

 

      Respectfully submitted,  

       
      Laura A. Stefani 
      Counsel to the Hearing Industries Association 
 
 
 
cc: Edward Smith 
 Johanna Thomas 
 Brendan Carr 
 Erin McGrath 
 Daudeline Meme 

                                                 
2 Letter from Paul J. Sinderbrand and Mary N. O’Conner, Counsel to the Wireless 
Communications Association International, to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, Federal 
Communications Commission, IB Docket No. 13-213 (filed June 13, 2016). 


