
 
 
 
Via Electronic Filing 
 
June 22, 2016 
 
Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 

RE: Written Ex Parte Submission – IB Docket No. 13-213 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
The Consumer Technology Association (“CTA”) writes in response to the draft order on 
circulation1 that appears to grant Globalstar, Inc. the ability to conduct a staged deployment of its 
proposed terrestrial low-power service (“TLPS”) in the 2473–2483.5 MHz portion of the 2.4 
GHz band.2 While we appreciate the urgency to open up more spectrum resources, we reiterate 
our concern that Globalstar’s TLPS deployment could have substantial negative implications for 
unlicensed users of the 2.4 GHz band, including Bluetooth and Wi-Fi.3 We urge the Federal 
Communications Commission (“FCC”) not to permit Globalstar to operate TLPS deployments 
without collaborative and comprehensive testing to verify that such deployments would not 
negatively impact adjacent unlicensed users.  
 
CTA estimates that unlicensed spectrum generates over $62 billion annually for the U.S. 
economy based on incremental retail sales value.4 Unlicensed uses in the 2.4 GHz band include 
Wi-Fi and Bluetooth, which together make up more than half of that value.5 Additionally, parties 
to the proceeding explain that the 2.4 GHz band hosts other important consumer products and 
services such as wireless internet service, game consoles, Broadband Radio Service, Educational 

                                                           
1 FCC Items on Circulation, FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION, http://transition.fcc.gov/fcc-
bin/circ_items.cgi (last visited June 17, 2016) (listing a Report and Order for IB Docket No. 13-213 as circulated on 
May 13, 2016). 
2 Terrestrial Use of the 2473–2495 MHz Band for Low-Power Mobile Broadband Networks; Amendments to Rules 
for the Ancillary Terrestrial Component of Mobile Satellite Service Systems, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, IB 
Docket No. 13-213, RM-11685, ¶ 1 (Nov. 1, 2013).  
3 Letter from Julie M. Kearney, Vice President, Regulatory Affairs, Consumer Technology Association, to Marlene 
H. Dortch, Secretary, FCC, IB Docket No. 13-213 (filed Apr. 15, 2015) (“CTA ex parte”). 
4 See Consumer Technology Association (f/k/a Consumer Electronics Association), Unlicensed Spectrum and the 
American Economy, at 1-2, submitted as attachment to Letter from Julie M. Kearney, Vice President, Regulatory 
Affairs, Consumer Electronics Association, to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, FCC, GN Docket No. 12-268, et al. 
(filed Aug. 4, 2014) (citations omitted). 
 
5 Id. at 8. 
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Broadband Service, and hearing aids and assistive listening devices. Degradation of those 
products and services due to interference from TLPS, particularly in dense urban environments, 
would have a significant negative impact on consumers. Therefore, while we appreciate the 
potential of TLPS to open up new spectrum resources, it must be balanced against the potential 
harm to existing uses with proven consumer value. 
 
Globalstar argues that data from the three demonstrations of TLPS it submitted to the record are 
sufficient to show that its TLPS deployment would increase wireless broadband speeds while 
presenting a minimal risk of interference to 2.4 GHz unlicensed uses.6 These demonstrations, 
however, are insufficient to show that the potential benefits of real-world TLPS deployments 
outweigh the potential harm to numerous existing unlicensed uses. Globalstar’s first 
demonstration at the Commission’s Technology Experience Center raised significant and 
unanswered questions from stakeholders about the representative quality of the testing 
environment.7 The record does not indicate that Globalstar invited stakeholders to provide input 
or participate in its second demonstration at a college campus in Chicago, Illinois.8 Finally, 
Globalstar’s third demonstration at the Washington School for Girls tested the increase in 
throughput of Wi-Fi communications, but apparently made no effort to measure the potential 
interference to other unlicensed uses.9 
 
Given that these demonstrations are inconclusive, and that interference from TLPS could have 
substantial implications for the millions of consumers who routinely use unlicensed devices, 
CTA reiterates its recommendation that Commission should organize impartial, transparent, and 
comprehensive testing—with input from all stakeholders—to confirm that TLPS would not 
cause a significant degradation in unlicensed services.  
 

*** 
  

                                                           
6 Letter from Regina M. Keeney, Lawler, Metzger, Keeney & Logan LLC, to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, FCC, 
IB Docket No. 13-213, at 2-4 (filed Dec. 15, 2015). 
7 CTA ex parte, at 3.  
8  Letter from L. Barbee Ponder IV, General Counsel & Vice President, Globalstar, Inc., to Marlene H. Dortch, 
Secretary, FCC, IB Docket No. 13-213, att. at 1-2 (filed Sept. 10, 2015) (describing tests done at the behest of 
Globalstar).  
9 Letter from L. Barbee Ponder IV, General Counsel & Vice President, Globalstar, Inc., to Marlene H. Dortch, 
Secretary, FCC, IB Docket No. 13-213, att. at 2 (filed Nov. 18, 2015) (describing the purpose of the test as 
“Integrate TLPS on IEEE 802.11 Channel 14 into the existing wireless network of WSG and measure the 
incremental benefits achieved.”). 
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Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206, this letter is being 
electronically filed with your office. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

/s/ Julie M. Kearney 
Vice President, Regulatory Affairs 
Consumer Technology Association 
1919 S. Eads Street 
Arlington, VA  22202 

      (703) 907-7644 
 
 
cc: Mindel de la Torre   

Julius Knapp 
Jon Wilkins 
Edward Smith 
Gigi Sohn 
Daudeline Meme 
Johanna Thomas 
Matthew Berry 
Brendan Carr 
Erin McGrath 
Chip Fleming 
Michael Ha 
Chris Helzer 
Matthew Hussey 
Howard Griboff 
Karl Kensinger 
Ira Keltz 
Brian Regan 
Ron Repasi 
Troy Tanner 

 
 
 
  


