Before the
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Sancom Inc. d/b/a Mitchell Telecom,
Transferor,

and
WC Docket No.

ATV Holdings, LLC,
Transferee.

Application for Transfer of Control of
Mitchell Telecom Pursuant to Section 214
of the Communications Act of 1934, as
Amended.
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APPLICATION FOR CONSENT TO TRANSFER OF CONTROL OF
DOMESTIC SECTION 214 AUTHORIZATION

Sancom Inc. d/b/a Mitchell Telecom (“Transferor””) and ATV Holdings, LLC
(“Transferee”), by their counsel, hereby request authority from the Federal Communications
Commission (the “Commission”) pursuant to Section 214 of the Communications Act of 1934,
as amended (the “Act”),! and Section 63.04 of the Commission’s rules,? to transfer control of
substantially all of Transferor’s operations and assets, including its blanket domestic Section 214

authorization, from Transferor to Transferee.

l. Background

Transferor is a competitive local exchange carrier that provides local exchange telephone
service and other services in the Mitchell, South Dakota exchange. It is wholly owned and

controlled by Santel Communications Cooperative, Inc. (“Santel”).

147 USC §214.
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Transferee is a limited liability company owned in equal parts by Alliance
Communications Cooperative, Inc. (“Alliance”), Triotel Communications, Inc. (“Triotel”), and
Venture Communications Cooperative (“Venture”), each of which are rural incumbent local
exchange carriers providing local exchange telephone service and other services in various areas

of South Dakota.

This application does not qualify for streamlined processing. Transferee’s Mitchell
service area is adjacent to Triotel’s service area. Additionally, Alliance’s, Triotel’s, and

Venture’s service areas are adjacent to Santel’s service area.

1. Information Required by Section 63.04

In accordance with the requirements of Section 63.04(a) of the Commission’s rules,
Applicants submit the following information:
(1) Name, address and telephone number of each applicant:
Transferor:

Sancom, Inc. d/b/a Mitchell Telecom

1801 N Main St.

Mitchell, SD 57301

(605) 990-1000
Transferee:

ATV Holdings, LLC

330 S. Nebraska Street

Salem, SD 57058
(605) 425-2238




(2) Government, state or territory under the laws of which each corporate or partnership
applicant is organized:

Transferor is a corporation organized under the laws of the state of South Dakota, and its
FRN is 0011316833. Transferee is a limited liability company organized under the laws of the

state of South Dakota, and its FRN is 0025633058.

(3) Name, title, post office address, and telephone number of the officer or contact person to
whom correspondence concerning the application is to be addressed:

All correspondence, notices, and inquiries regarding this transaction should be addressed
to the following:
Transferor:

Ryan Thompson

Sancom, Inc. d/b/a Mitchell Telecom
1801 N Main St.

Mitchell, SD 57301

(605) 990-1000

With a copy to:

Jeffrey D. Larson
Larson and Nipe

PO Box 277
Woonsocket, SD 57385
(605) 796-4245

Transferee:

Ryan J. Taylor

Cutler Law Firm, LLP

100 N. Phillips Ave., 7th Floor
Sioux Falls, SD 57104

With a copy to:

Benjamin H. Dickens, Jr.

Blooston, Mordkofsky, Dickens, Duffy & Prendergast, LLP
2120 L Street NW, Suite 300

Washington, DC 20037




(4) Name, address, citizenship and principal business of any person or entity that directly owns
at least ten (10) percent of the equity of the applicant, and the percentage of equity owned by
each of those entities:

Transferor is a privately-held corporation. The name, address, citizenship, and principal

business of the entity that owns greater than ten percent (10%) of the equity in Transferor is:

Name & Address Percent Citizenship Principal Business
Equity/Voting

Santel Communications 100% U.S. Telecommunications
Cooperative, Inc.

PO Box 67
Woonsocket, SD 57385

Transferee is a privately-held limited liability company. The name, address, citizenship,
and principal business of the entities that own greater than ten percent (10%) equity in

Transferee are:

Name & Address Percent Citizenship Principal Business
Equity/Voting

Alliance Communications 33% U.S. Telecommunications
Cooperative, Inc.
612 3rd Street
Garretson, SD 57030

Triotel Communications, Inc. 33% U.S. Telecommunications
330 S. Nebraska Street
Salem, SD 57058

Venture Communications 33% U.S. Telecommunications
Cooperative

218 Commercial Ave., SE
Highmore, SD 57345

No other entity owned or owns ten percent (10.0%) or more of the equity and/or voting interests

of either the Transferor or the Transferee.




(5) Certification pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §81.2001 through 1.2003:

Applicants hereby certify, pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §81.2001 through 1.2003, that no party
to the present application is subject to denial of Federal benefits pursuant to section 5301 of the

Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988.

(6) Description of the transaction:

Transferee will be purchasing substantially all of the assets and operations of Transferor
pursuant to an asset purchase agreement, and intends to continue said operations in the Mitchell
Exchange as a Competitive Local Exchange Carrier with those assets. As such, Transferee will
continue to provide high-quality telecommunications services to Transferor’s existing customers
without interruption during the transaction. Any changes in the rates, terms, and conditions to

service will be effected pursuant to applicable law.

(7) Description of the geographic areas in which the transferor and transferee (and their
affiliates) offer domestic telecommunications services, and what services are provided in each
area:

Transferor is a competitive local exchange carrier that provides local exchange telephone,
internet, and cable TV services in the Mitchell, South Dakota area. Its parent company, Santel,
offers local exchange telephone service, long distance telephone service, internet, and cable TV
service in the Alpena, Artesian, Dimock, Ethan, Fedora, Forestburg, Letcher, Mt. Vernon,

Parkston, Storla, Tripp, Virgil, Wolsey, and Woonsocket areas of South Dakota.

Transferee is a privately held limited liability company that does not currently offer any
telecommunications services. It is owned in equal parts by Alliance, Triotel, and Venture, each
of which are rural incumbent local exchange carriers providing local exchange telephone service

and other services in various areas of South Dakota. Alliance provides service in the Alcester,




Baltic, Brandon, Carthage, Crooks, Garretson, Howard, Hudson, Lyons, Oldham, Ramona,
Sherman, and Valley Springs areas of South Dakota, as well as parts of Minnesota and lowa;
Triotel provides service in the Alexandria, Canova, Center, Clayton, Emery, Salem, Spencer, and
Winfred areas of South Dakota. Venture provides service in the Onida — Agar, West Onida,
Hitchcock, Bowdle, Roscoe, Cresbard, Pierpont, Polo — Orient, Seneca, Tolstoy, North Britton,
Onaka, Britton - Amherst - Kidder - Lake City, Wessington, Roslyn - Eden — Grenville,
Langford, Rosholt, Wessington Springs — Lane, Tulare, Faulkton, Selby - Java - Akaska —
Lowry, Sisseton, Gettysburg, Lebanon, Highmore, Harrold, Ree Heights, Hoven, Blunt, and East

Onida areas of South Dakota.

(8) Statement as to how the application fits into one or more of the presumptive streamlined
categories in this section or why it is otherwise appropriate for streamlined treatment:

Due to the adjacency of Transferee’s service area with Triotel’s, and the adjacency of
Santel’s service area with Alliance’s, Triotel’s, and Venture’s, this application does not fit within
the presumptive streamlined categories in Section 63.03(b), and streamlined treatment is not

requested.

Applicants note however that all parties to the proposed transaction have an aggregated
market share in the interstate, interexchange market of less than 10 percent, and have fewer than

two percent of the nation’s subscriber lines installed in the aggregate nationwide.

(9) Identification of all other Commission applications related to the same transaction:

None. A notice of assignment of Satellite Earth Station Registration SES-REG-

20051212-01724, callsign E050383, has been filed under separate cover.




(10) Statement of whether the applicants are requesting special consideration because either
party to the transaction is facing imminent business failure:

No party to the transaction is facing imminent business failure at this time. Therefore,
the Applicants are not requesting special consideration because a party to the transaction is

facing imminent business failure.

(11) Identification of any separately filed waiver requests being sought in conjunction with the
transaction:

No separately filed waivers or waiver requests are being sought in conjunction with the

proposed transaction.

(12) Statement showing how grant of the application will serve the public interest, convenience
and necessity, including any additional information that may be necessary to show the effect of
the proposed transaction on competition in domestic markets:

Approval of the application will serve the public interest, convenience and necessity
because involvement of the Transferee in the Mitchell community will foster operational and
economic efficiencies, as the owners of Transferee will use their significant experience and
knowledge to provide a high-level of service to the Mitchell community. Moreover, the
proposed transaction will not adversely affect the public because Transferor’s current customers
will not see an interruption, reduction, loss or impairment of any communications services.

Competition will be enhanced by approval of the application as Transferee will be
operating in the Mitchell community as a CLEC in competition with CenturyLink and
Midcontinent Communications, and other competitors. Other competitors have a strong presence
in the subject service areas through nationwide carriers, including mobile, wireless, satellite TV,
and IP voice providers utilizing the broadband network. The experience brought by the owners

of Transferee will ensure that Transferee will provide the Mitchell community with another high-




quality option for telecommunications services and will improve competition in the Mitchell
community.

II1. Conclusion

In light of the foregoing facts and public interest considerations, Applicants respectfully
request that the Commission authorize the proposed transfer of control of the assets and

operations of Transferor, and its domestic Section 214 authorization, to Transferee.

Respectfully submitted,

ATV Holdings, Inc.

By
BerijaminH. Dickers, Jr.

Salvatore Taillefer, Jr.
Counsel for ATV Holdings, Inc.

Blooston, Mordkofsky, Dickens,
Duffy & Prendergast, LLP

2120 L Street, NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20037

Phone: (202) 659-0830

Byﬁm
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Sancom, Inc. d/b/a Mitchell Telecom
1801 N Main St.

Mitchell, SD 57301

Phone: (605) 990-1000

Filed: June 22,2016

CC: Dennis Johnson






