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Before The 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, D.C.  20554 
 

In the Matter of: 
 
Rates For Interstate Inmate  
Calling Services 

) 
) 
) 
) 

 
WC Docket No. 12-375 

 
 

REPLY COMMENTS ON 
GLOBAL TEL*LINK CORPORATION 

PETITION FOR WAIVER 
 

The Wright Petitioners, Citizens United For Rehabilitation Of Errants, the Prison Policy 

Initiative, and the Center For Media Justice hereby submit these Reply Comments to the Petition for 

Waiver (the “Petition”) filed by Global Tel*Link Corporation (“GTL”) on June 1, 2016.1  GTL 

requested that the Federal Communications Commission (the “Commission”) delay the 

implementation of Section 64.6080 and Section 64.6090 of the Commission’s rules (the “Rules”) for 

GTL in connection with its inmate calling service (ICS) provided to jails for an additional ninety (90) 

days beyond the current June 20, 2016 compliance deadline.   

GTL did not file Comments in support of its Petition.  It is reasonable, therefore, to assume 

that it decided that it had presented sufficient information in its Petition to support its request for 

the delayed implementation of the Rules.  The main support for the Petition was a Declaration from 

GTL’s Chief Executive Officer, Brian D. Oliver, wherein he pointed to “regulatory uncertainty” as the 

justification for “additional time to complete contract negotiations (and in some cases 

renegotiations) with its correctional facility jail customers.”2 

                                                        
1 On June 7, 2016, a Public Notice requesting comments regarding GTL’s Petition was released, 
establishing June 17, 2016, as the deadline for comments, and June 24, 2016 as the deadline for reply 
comments. See Wireline Competition Bureau Seeks Comment On Global Tel*Link Corporation’s Petition For 
Waiver Of Deadline To Implement Rules 64.6080 and 64.6090 for Jails, Public Notice, DA 16-631 (rel. June 7, 
2016). 
2 Petition, Declaration of Brian D. Oliver, pgs. 1-2. 
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On June 20, 2016, GTL issued a Press Release announcing that “GTL has complied with new 

Federal Communications Commission (FCC) rules for ICS, which go into effect today nationwide for 

jail facilities, typically operated by county sheriff's departments and municipal police.”3  GTL 

further stated that: 

GTL credits the engagement and leadership of law enforcement and state and 
county governments across the country who have worked in partnership with GTL 
during the past six months to negotiate revised ICS agreements. This initiative, 
including implementation for state correctional facilities in March, has ensured 
compliance with the new FCC rules on terms tailored to meet the unique needs and 
interests of each individual facility.4  

Based on these statements, it would appear that the underlying justification for the Petition has 

been eliminated, and there is no need for the Commission to expend its limited resources to further 

consider the Petition. 

CONCLUSION 

GTL’s Petition was premised on its inability to complete negotiations with its clients by June 

20, 2016.  In their Opposition, filed on June 17, 2016, the undersigned parties urged the 

Commission to deny the Petition because GTL was mainly responsible for the marketplace 

confusion through its request for stays before the FCC and the federal court of appeals, and because 

GTL had failed to meet the “high hurdle” that all parties seeking a waiver must meet.  

According to GTL’s own press release, it was able to complete these negotiations by June 20, 

2016.  Because GTL did not submit comments in support of its Petition, there does not appear to be 

any other justification for the Commission’s consideration of GTL’s requested relief.  Therefore, the 

aforementioned parties respectfully request that the FCC adopt an order denying the Petition. 

        

  

                                                        
3 See GTL Commends Its Customers as ICS Marketplace Implements New FCC Rules for Jails, 
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/gtl-commends-its-customers-as-ics-marketplace-implements-
new-fcc-rules-for-jails-300287136.html (copy attached as Exhibit One).  
4 Id (emphasis added). 

http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/gtl-commends-its-customers-as-ics-marketplace-implements-new-fcc-rules-for-jails-300287136.html
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/gtl-commends-its-customers-as-ics-marketplace-implements-new-fcc-rules-for-jails-300287136.html
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      Respectfully submitted, 
 

THE WRIGHT PETITIONERS 
CITIZENS UNITED FOR  
 REHABILITATION OF ERRANTS 
PRISON POLICY INITIATIVE, AND 
THE CENTER FOR MEDIA JUSTICE 
 

By:  
Lee G. Petro 
DRINKER BIDDLE & REATH LLP 
1500 K Street N.W. 
Suite 1100 
Washington, DC  20005-1209 
(202) 230-5857 
 
Counsel for The Wright Petitioners 

 
June 24, 2016 
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