
Microsoft Innovation & Policy Center  Tel 202-263-5900 901 K Street, NW 11th Floor   Fax 202-783-0583 Washington, DC 20001    http://www.microsoft.com/      June 24, 2016 
 
Ex Parte 
 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC  20554 
 

Re: Terrestrial Use of the 2473-2495 MHz Band for Low-Power Mobile Broadband Networks, 
IB Docket No. 13-213; Amendments to Rules for the Ancillary Terrestrial Component of 
Mobile Satellite Service Systems, RM-11685  

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

On June 22, 2016, Brad Smith, President and Chief Legal Officer of Microsoft Corporation, spoke 
via telephone with Commissioner O’Rielly.  Mr. Smith expressed concern that Globalstar’s proposed use 
of channel 14 for terrestrial low power service (TLPS) could interfere with Bluetooth and deployed Wi-Fi 
networks in the 2.4 GHz band. 1   
 

Mr. Smith also noted that opening channel 14 to other public uses beyond TLPS would likely 
only increase interference into Bluetooth and Wi-Fi operations in the band.   (While Bluetooth devices 
can operate across the 2.4 GHz band, as a practical matter they primarily operate in a portion of channel 
14 and in guard bands between the Wi-Fi channels. This is because Bluetooth operations on active Wi-Fi 
channels can result in significantly degraded Bluetooth (and Wi-Fi) performance.   Given that Bluetooth 
avoids operating on the Wi-Fi channels due to the risk of interference, having Wi-Fi and Globalstar 
operate co-channel with Bluetooth in channel 14 would likely result in interference to and degraded 
performance of Bluetooth applications in channel 14 as well as interference into existing Wi-Fi 
operations below channel 14.)  Accordingly, Mr. Smith urged the Commission not to move forward with 
the draft order in this proceeding prior to rigorous testing to assess the impact of channel 14 
transmissions on these vital unlicensed technologies.      
  

                                                           
1 See letter from Michael Warnecke, Chief Counsel, Technology Policy, Entertainment Software Association, to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, FCC, IB Docket No. 13-213 at 1-2 (filed Jun. 6, 2016).   
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Pursuant to the Commission’s rules, a copy of this notice is being filed electronically in the 
above-referenced dockets.  If you require any additional information, please contact the undersigned.   
 
  

Sincerely,  
 
/s/ Paula Boyd 
 
Paula Boyd 
Director, Government Relations and Regulatory Affairs 
MICROSOFT CORPORATION 

 
cc: Commissioner O’Rielly’s office 


