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Before the 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
 
 

In the Matter of 
 

Expanding Consumers’ Video Navigation 
Choices 

 
Commercial Availability of Navigation 
Devices 

) 
) 
) MB Docket No. 16-42 
) 
) 
) CS Docket No. 97-80 
) 
) 
) 

 
To: The Commission 
 

REPLY COMMENTS OF AMERICA’S PUBLIC TELEVISION STATIONS 
 

 America’s Public Television Stations (“APTS”)1 requests that the Commission accept 

these late-filed reply comments, or treat them as a timely-filed ex parte filing, in response to the 

comments regarding the Commission’s proposals to assure a competitive commercial market for 

navigation devices to access multichannel video programming pursuant to Section 629 of the 

Communications Act.2 

 APTS understands and supports the Commission’s goal of promoting a competitive 

market and expansive choices for consumers in navigation devices. However, APTS urges the 

Commission to adopt measures to safeguard public broadcasters from potential negative 

                                                            
1 APTS is a non-profit organization whose membership comprises the licensees of nearly all of 
the nation’s CPB-qualified noncommercial educational television stations. The APTS mission is 
to support the continued growth and development of a strong and financially sound 
noncommercial television service for the American public. 
 
2 Expanding Consumers’ Video Navigation Choices, MB Docket No. 16-42; Commercial 
Availability of Navigation Devices, CS Docket No. 97-80, FCC No. 16-18, Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking (rel. Feb. 18, 2016) (Notice) at ¶ 1 (citing 47 U.S.C. § 549). 



2 

impacts on their programming and noncommercial status. APTS requests that the 

Commission’s rules ensure (1) that public television programming is not altered or surrounded 

by advertisements when displayed on third party navigation devices, and (2) that these devices 

maintain the nondiscriminatory carriage and placement of public television programming, as 

included in APTS’s current national agreements with various MVPDs. 

The Commission’s proposed rules should be clarified to prevent the compromise of 

public television programming. The Commission’s rules should prevent alteration of public 

television programming, placement of commercial material surrounding the programming, and 

changes in the channel/tier placement of the programming. APTS requests that the Commission 

adopt rules to ensure that public television programming is protected from any practice of 

wrapping around or placing advertisements in or around public television programming, in 

accordance with the Commission’s Rule 73.621, which specifies the noncommercial nature of 

public television. 

APTS also requests the Commission adopt measures to ensure no discriminatory 

practices occur in third party distributors’ placement of public television programming. On 

behalf of its stations, APTS has entered national agreements with many of the MVPDs for 

carriage of all of the public television stations’ content. The provisions in the agreements 

regarding quality of carriage and placement of the programming assure public stations that no 

discriminatory practices will occur.  

Conclusion  

APTS supports the Commission’s goal of increasing consumer choice and fostering a 

competitive marketplace for set top devices. However, APTS requests the Commission adopt 

rules to guarantee that advertisements or commercial promotions would not alter or surround 
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public television programming. Such placement could threaten the noncommercial nature of 

public television systems and undermine the public’s trust in noncommercial educational 

programming. APTS also requests that the Commission ensure that no discriminatory practices 

occur in third-party distributors’ placement of public television programming.  

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

/s/        
Lonna Thompson 
Executive Vice President, Chief Operating Officer 

              and General Counsel 
America’s Public Television Stations 
2100 Crystal Drive, Suite 700 
Arlington, VA  22202 
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