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SUPPLEMENTAL COMMENTS OF SIRIUS XM RADIO INC. 

Sirius XM Radio Inc. (“Sirius XM”) submits these supplemental comments in response 

to the public notice the Commission issued in this proceeding on June 2, 2016.1  See DA 16-606.  

Having reached a coordination agreement with AT&T, Sirius XM is pleased to offer its full 

support for the petition filed by AT&T Mobility Spectrum LLC, BellSouth Mobile Data, Inc., 

New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC, and SBC Telecom, Inc. (collectively, “AT&T”), which 

requested a waiver of certain construction deadlines applicable to AT&T licenses covering the 

2.3 GHz Wireless Communications Service (“WCS”) C and D Blocks (the “Petition”), as 

supplemented. 

On June 22, 2016, Sirius XM filed its initial comments addressing AT&T’s Petition.  In 

those initial comments, Sirius XM expressed optimism that it could finalize a coordination 

agreement with AT&T in the near term that would provide the foundation for Sirius XM to 

support the Petition.  Sirius XM explained that it had held productive meetings with AT&T and 

Nokia (which is playing a key role in designing and marketing the network) in an effort to better 

understand their proposed use of the WCS C and D Blocks.  Nonetheless, at that time Sirius XM 

lacked certainty on key technical questions as to whether the proposed C and D Block operations 

                                                 
1  Sirius XM intends to reply to certain comments filed in response to the public notice by 

the deadline for replies. 
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would be compatible with the satellite digital audio radio service (“SDARS”), and had not yet 

executed a coordination agreement to resolve those questions.  

While the Commission’s WCS technical standards and related rules are critical for 

establishing the parameters within which WCS facilities must operate,2 coordination agreements 

remain necessary between neighboring spectrum users, especially where adjacent bands are 

allocated in a manner making one service highly susceptible to receiving interference.3  AT&T 

also understood the need to finalize a coordination agreement addressing key aspects of how its 

proposed system would operate and worked in good faith with Sirius XM to achieve this goal.  

Sirius XM indicated in its initial comments that it would file supplemental, supportive comments 

once a coordination agreement was signed.    

Sirius XM and AT&T have now executed a coordination agreement requiring, among 

other things, site-by-site testing of WCS transmitter locations before service is provided to 

ensure those transmitters will not cause interference to SDARS and establishing clear, 

enforceable mechanisms for interference resolution in the event that interference is predicted to 

occur or is occurring.  The agreement also defines the nature of the service AT&T will be 

providing, addresses AT&T’s relationship with its spectrum lessees, and establishes the need for 

further testing to verify the assumptions on which the agreement is based.  A copy of that 

agreement is provided as Exhibit A hereto.   

Having gained a more thorough understanding of the proposed use of the WCS C and D 

Blocks through the discussions underlying this coordination agreement and through the 

agreement itself, Sirius XM now fully supports the Petition, as supplemented.  Sirius XM agrees 
                                                 
2  See, e.g., 47 C.F.R. § 27.64(d). 
3  As a service based on mobile reception of low-power satellite signals in a spectrum band 
 adjacent to transmissions of higher-powered terrestrial wireless services, SDARS is 
 uniquely vulnerable to interference from WCS. 
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that the proposed “smart grid” service offers the best opportunity for putting the WCS C and D 

Blocks to good and productive use in the foreseeable future by providing valuable RF-based 

support to utilities and other similarly situated customers while still fully protecting SDARS, 

thereby advancing the Commission’s spectrum management objectives.  Sirius XM also agrees 

that the requested waiver would serve the public interest by removing uncertainty as to the future 

of the WCS band.4  Finally, Sirius XM is comfortable that the proposed service should not cause 

harmful interference into SDARS operations, particularly in light of a signed agreement ensuring 

effective collaboration with Sirius XM engineers on technical issues.   

In short, Sirius XM sees significant value in its existing relationship with AT&T, given 

AT&T’s deep appreciation of the interference concerns between WCS and SDARS in the 2.3 

GHz Band and AT&T’s consistent efforts over the past few years to work with Sirius XM to 

reach mutually beneficial outcomes with reference to spectrum matters.  Sirius XM and AT&T 

have invested heavily in helping AT&T understand Sirius XM’s interference concerns and how 

to accommodate them.  Sirius XM agrees that continuing that relationship (and AT&T’s role as a 

WCS C and D Block licensee) is the best way to put the C and D Blocks to productive use in the 

foreseeable future, ensure the peaceful coexistence of WCS and SDARS operations, and 

safeguard the continued reception of SDARS across the United States.  In contrast, not granting 

AT&T the additional time it seeks would once again create uncertainty with respect to the future 

use of the C and D Blocks and would likely set back by years the significant progress WCS and 

SDARS licensees have made. 

  

                                                 
4  Petition at 21-22. 
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Sirius XM therefore urges the Commission to grant AT&T the relief it requests in the 

Petition.   
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Vice President and Regulatory Counsel 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
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and correct copy of the foregoing “Supplemental Comments of Sirius XM Radio Inc.” to be 

served upon the following by first-class mail, postage pre-paid: 

William L. Roughton, Jr. 
Michael P. Goggin 
Gary L. Phillips 
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AT&T SERVICES, INC. 
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