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April 20, 2016

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 l2' Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20556

Re: Second Report and Order in the Matter of Closed Captioning of Video Programming (CG
Docket Number 05-23 1)

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Fairfax Cable Access Corporation (dibla Fairfax Public Access (FPA)) is the nonprofit public access media
center serving Fairfax County, Virginia, with 800 dues-paying volunteer members. I am writing to you in re-
sponse to a concern we have regarding the Commission's Second Report and Order on Closed Captioning
of Video Programming ("Order") as it relates our individual member volunteer producers and the individual
public access volunteer producers of other public access media centers across the country.

I understand the reasons to have captioning-exempt public access media centers (and other video
distributors) report their contact information and their exempt status on a yearly basis to the
Commission. However, the Order concludes that the term video programmers includes all
VPOs' (paragraph 12). This definition may work well for the general purposes of the Order, but
has the unintended consequence of including EACH of our member volunteer producers as video
programmers and requiring EACH to file a report on their exemption from captioning require-
ments on yearly basis. When multiplied by all of the public access media centers across the country,
the current definition would result in the needless reporting by tens of thousands of volunteer public ac-
cess producers throughout the nation and put unnecessary strain on the FCC system.

I respectfully request that the Commission determine that individual volunteer public access producers
are exempt from the registration and captioning exemption certification requirements as long as their pro-
gramming is distributed solely on captioning-exempt public access channels or other captioning-exempt
platforms.
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We also decline to adopt a suggestion made by Comcast to define video programmers to only "cover any
person or entity that licenses the video programming to a VPD1 that makes the programming available
directly to the end user."38 We are concerned that this approach could exclude certain video program-
mers, including owners of such programming, who license their programming to third parties. Such
VPOs,2 which may distribute programming themselves and possess a right to license the programming to
third parties, are often the entities that enter into contracts for captioning services for their program-
ming.39 The consequence of omitting such entities from the definition of video programmers is that a key
segment of those who primarily have control over the quality of closed captions might be excluded from
the Commission's requirements. Accordingly, for purposes of the Commission's television closed caption-
ing requirements, we conclude that the term video programmers includes all VPOs.

Para. 12, FCC Second Report and Order in the Matter of Closed Captioning of Video Pro-
gramming

1

	

Programming Distributor (VPD)
2 Video Programming Owners (VPO)


