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I just read of tbe pending proposal toniglIt: and I have to co_nt. I _ a
Technician Plus, kD4FCJ(. I took IQ' Novice iand COde first end tbeD upgraded
to Tach. The novice testa were given by a i:rroup of local AIlateurs at our
missions 'technical center in North CAroll31lll. 1'hey helped and encouraged 
during ay .tudy. My t ..ts were relas;ed entl, very' plea..,t to .zperiencer
They all congratu.lated .... the tIOrd .prc~ld in the ahap that I had pa••ed.

'IVa a:mtha later. I went w1th aa.e or theltl to the Sbel1:Jy SaIBf_t/VBC to
upgrade to Technician. several hundrec:1 of tLS aat for bour. as we waited for
'testing, walted for pa.alng grades, wait.l for our cartiflcat..--it ... a
royal _as. I spent all bat about and boa::- of our dar 1n the testing area
after drlving for several hours one-way to get there.

I triad taking the l3wpa code teat, but tbll uaplif1ed tape (no beadpbooea)
... terrible, end I was refuaed wban I asJ~4 to tr,r a 41fferent fr~ of
te.t tape (one I used to practice), or to l,jlS. a WSYI cOMPUter progr_ for
1:J:le t ••t (to select a better frequency--I bava a a1gn1gf1eant bearlng lou
and use a bearing a1d). I have little prohl.. '11th 13wpa wben using tbe t_t
prograa.

'lh. -en I talked to acoffacl at my auggeatJ.CrIlS--no other tape or Madpbaa_
was available for IIY use. lfhey hadn't evell heard of WliDg the progr_ for
testing (it giv•• totally random oso. aDd .,electa1)le fraquenc1u). Aa I
W&1'tacl to take m:y writ1;en test I 11atlm*! to the 5wp1l test and __ ahocked
trbaIr I ~ldD I t copy moat of 1t, as tbe ac:c,u.atiCil _re terrible.

Jletldl... to say. it WIUI a very distasteful uperianca with the we teat1ag
group. Moat of the people I there felt thtl ._. If I would have had to go
there for ay Novice and Code t.ats, I would have walked out and aa14, POIM;cr
AMA'lBUft RADIOI Stlveral friends have bad Vti~ry i-.perllOD&l contacta with~
VBC groups--they treat you like they'rtl dCting you a favor juat to be there
aDd tend to be very author!tatlva 111 theil' testing.

Please JX) NOr fold Hoviee "1"asting into We: groupaJ Pl_.. leave 1:bea with
local aDd peraonable Aaateura wbo care fOI"tbe one. being tested. I Imav 1~

18 a bit more work in proca_1ng·forJIS, et.c. , bu't it'. the only way to IMI
initiated into the t_t1ng procesa--not With the VEe's. Please let the
'te8t1ng be Clone by those in saaa11 clubs Wt.lO can help a new .Mateur gat
started right.

'!'hank you vary JaUch for your tboughful col:.•idaratlo.n in this utter.

81ncerely,

-.J~"e-.:.. . CJ -f- Q

i~ ~;i=;·Ro:~"g:~=~eC::;~t~0Il9~~'.ac:f~)~i~ fec'd,__--- /
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P.S. The Oct. OST -.ga.sJ.ne .ba5 en article aJbOUt an 11 year- old CJirl... ita
...aing bar GZNBRAL teat co--ented. -The .z.la!ner 4:Lan't even Mil. at ••
thougb--Be jaat gave .. JQ' certificate .. • So aucb for VBCa.


