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The WSYI-VEC, by its counsel, files these comments in
support of the proposed amendments to the rules for the
Amateur Radio Service, which would incorporate the Novice
Class operator's license into the Volunteer-Examiner

Coordinator (VEC) examination system.

The WS5YI-VEC, a Volunteer-Examiner Coordinator
appointed by the Commission in 1984, was one of the original
petitioners for the proposed rule changes. Based on the
experience gained in 8 years of service to the Amateur
community in this capacity, the W5YI-VEC believes that the
time has now come for the Commission to abolish the separate
examination system that administers only the Novice Class
license examination, by consolidating the Novice Class

license into the VEC examination system.

A major flaw in the present Novice examination system
is that there is no communication link between the FCC and
the examiners. Consequently, when there is a change in FCC
regulations that affects the Novice examination question
pool, as there was last year when the FCC adopted the
codeless Technician Class license, there is no way to notify
the examiners. As a result, applicants may be improperly
tested by examiners who are unaware of the rule change.
Placing the Novice Class license in the VEC examination

system will cure this problem.



Use of examiners who have been accredited through the
VEC system, together with the strict procedures that are
part of the VEC system, will improve the integrity of the
Novice examination process and minimize irregularities. As
shown by the popularity of the codeless Technician Class
license, these improvements will not impact the ease of
entry into the Amateur Radio Service afforded by the Novice

Class license.

The WSYI-VEC supports the proposal to allow (but not
necessarily require) reimbursement of out-of-pocket
expenses, up to a maximum specified each year by the FCC.
Again, the modest amount that may be charged has not
deterred applicants for the codeless Technician Class
license, which has become the most popular class for new
licensees in the Amateur Radio Service. Expense
reimbursement helps to defray the out-of-pocket costs
incurred by volunteers who participate in the program (and
who receive no compensation for their time and effort).
Allowing expense reimbursement in connection with the Novice
Class license examination will avoid burdening the present

VEC system, which has been a spectacular success.

As an additional efficiency measure, WS5YI-VEC suggests

that the Commission allow General Class licensees to



administer both the Novice and Technician Class examinations
in the VEC system. Section 97.507(a)(2) already permits
General Class licensees to be Preparing VEs for Element
3(A), the Technician Class written examination. This
suggestion would preserve the General Class licensees'
present role in the Novice examination system and enhance
their role in the VEC system, by allowing General Class
licensees to administer the tests that they are already

allowed to prepare.

This suggestion meets the statutory requirement that
the examining VE hold a higher class of license than the
license class for which the examination is being given.
This suggestion maintains the simplicity of the VEC System
by not adding a third tier of testing and instructions for
the VECs to administer. (Three testing teams at a given
examination session could easily outnumber the applicants
themselves and may intimidate the applicants.) Finally,
this suggestion increases the number of available examiners

for the class of license that requires the most examiners.

For the reasons stated above, WS5YI-VEC believes the
Commission should adopt the rules as proposed, except that

Section 97.511(b) should be modified to read as follows:



(b) Each examination must be administered by 3 VEs,
each of whom must hold an FCC-issued amateur operator

license of the class specified below:

(1) For a Novice or Technician Class operator license
examination, the administering VEs must hold Amateur

Extra, Advanced, or General Class operator licenses;

(2) For a General, Advanced or Amateur Extra Class
operator license examination, the administering VEs

must hold Amateur Extra Class operator licenses.



