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FEDERAL COMMUNICAT,

OFFIGE OF THE

AFFIDAVIT OF CHRISTINE F. MCEIWATN

duly o

I, Christine F. McElwain, being first duty sworn, depose and state as

follows:

31990

IONS COMMISSION
SECRETARY

1. I hold the license for amateur station KC6BLL and a General Class operator

license. I have been an amateur for about 3 1/2 years and have held a General

Class operator license since November 1989.

Valley Amateur Radio Club.

I am a member of the San Fernmando

No. of Copies rec'd Q ] /

UstABCDE




2. Professionally, I am an Administrator - Technical Support for the Pacific
Bell Telephone Campany. My duties include investigating the feasibility of new
technologies, testing proposed telephone services, and trouble shooting

prablems at operator services offices throughout California.

3. The amateur auxiliary (AA) program is a program in which amateur radio
operators assist the Federal Camunications Camission in the enforcement of
the Cammission’s Rules and the Camunications Act. One of the ways
participants in the AA program assist the Camission is by investigating
camplaints about irregularities. The AA program is carried out by the
Arerican Radio Relay League (ﬁ}z% , a nationwide organization of amateur
operators. During the time period discussed in this affidavit, David Morse
coordinated AA program in the Los Angeles, California, area as the "official

cbserver coordinator" for the ARRL.

4. In early July 1991, Mr. Morse, who is also a member of the San Fernando
Valley Amateur Radio Club, asked me whether I would be interested in
participating in an undercover investigation of the California Amateur Radio
School (CARS) to determine whether there were any irregularities concerning the
school and the amateur license examinations given to its students. Mr. Morse
told me he’d received camplaints about the school. I agreed to participate in

the investigation.



5. In pui*suance of the undercover investigatian of CARS, I made arrangements
to attend a class at CARS on August 4, ,5334, and to be examined for an amateur
license following the class. I paid $150.00 to attend the class; the ARRL

provided me with those funds.

6. I attended a CARS class on August 4, 1991, at the hame of Sandra V. Crane
in Marina Del Rey, California. Charles P. Pascal taught the class with
assistance fram Sandra V. Crane, who was present during appraximately 80-85% of
the class. During the class, Ms. Crane interjected caments and cbservations
at intervals averaging approximately 7-8 mirutes. The class began at about
9:30 a.m. and ended at about 2:30 p.m., with a lunch break of approximately one
hour. During the lunch break, Mr. Pascal taught Morse code for about 45
minutes. During the Morse code instruction, Mr. Pascal covered 11 letters of
the alphabet, 10 digits and the period. He told the students that this was
sufficient for the Morse code test. Mr. Pascal sent two sentences in Morse
code during the instruction: "The train is not at the station," and "The name
is Tam and I am in Termessee." Mr. Pascal told the students that the Morse
code test administered to them would be one of those gentences. I took
extensive notes during the class on August 4, ;/,ggé’ Attachment 1 is a true and
correct copy of those notes.

199/
7. Following the class on August 4, 1997, a team of volunteer examiners
administered written examination elements 2 and 3A to the students who had
attended the class. The volunteer examiner team consisted of Lance B.
Ferranti, Terrence M. Pierce and John J. Quinn. Attachment 2 is a true and

correct copy of the application form I filled ocut, and my examination papers.



After the written examination, sare students tock the 5-words-per-mirute Morse
code examination (element 12). Although he was not a volunteer examiner,

Mr. Pascal sent the Morse code message used for the examination. The message

consisted of the "The name is Tam and I am in Termessee," as well as "randam"

letters and murbers.

8. As indicated by Attachment 2, I "passed" both written elements (2 and 3A)
and the Morse code test (1A). At the time of the examination I was unable to
copy Morse code at the speed of five words per minmute. Mr. Morse had given me
a 5-words-per-minute examination that I had failed by a wide margin. I,
therefore‘, could not have passed a fairly administered 5-words-per-mirute Morse

code examination.

9. The instruction on August 4, 1991, included the information necessary to
answer all the questions in both written examination elements (2 and 3A) that I
took on that date. I recognize Attachment 3 as a true and correct copy of the
questions I answered fram examination element 3A on August 4, 1991. A
camoarison of Attachment 3 with my notes (Attachment 1) confirms my initial
determination that the instruction included the information needed to answer
all the questions on the element 3A examination. At a time subsequent to the
class and examination on August 4, 1991, I examined the question pools for
elements 2 and 3A and campared them with my notes (Attachment 1). The
camparison indicated that the instruction on August 4, 1991, included the
information needed to answer approximately 39.7%Wof the questions contained in
the question pool for element 2 and 37.8% of the questions contained in the

question pool for element 3A. Attachment 4 is a true and correct copy of the



question pools for those elements, with my markings indicating which questions
could be answered an the basis of the instruction on August 4, 1991.

10. Following the class and examination on August 4, 1991, I prepared a report
of my investigation. Attachment 5 is a true and correct copy of this report
and T adopt its contents as my testimony. I submitted my report to the AA,
which, in turm, submitted it to the Federal Camunications Cammission and the

W5YI-VEC.

11. Following the submission of my report, the WSYI-VEC invalidated the
results of the examinations administered on August 4, 1991. I was then offered
an opportunity by CARS to take a "refresher" course without charge at CARS and

to retest on August 24, 1991.

12. On August 24, 1991, I attended the "refresher" class ard an examination
session at Sandra V. Crane’s residence. I arrived at approximately 12:30 p.m.
The class, which had already started, contimued until approximately 3:15 p.m.
The class was again taught by Mr. Pascal, with assistance fram Ms. Crane, who
was present about 90% of the time. During the class Ms. Crane had, in front
of her, three sets of examination questions (for both elements). Mr. Pascal
told Ms. Crane to "keep all three tests there and make notes on anything I
miss.” Ms. Crane said, "We just got the tests last night. They just got
reviewed." During the class, Mr. Pascal frequently asked Ms. Crane about such
subjects as whether he had gotten samething right and the wording of the
examination questions; this had not occurred during the class on August 4,

1991. In response, Ms. Crane provided information about the exact wording of



examination questions and pointed out key words for the class to remember. At
times, Ms. Crane also provided such information on her own initiative or made
other comments. I took detailed notes during the class. Attachment 6 is a
true and correct copy of those notes. Although I had arrived after the class
started, I did not miss any of the instructional content because the material

was repeated.

13. Following the class on August 24, 1991, a team of volunteer examiners
administered written examination elements 2 and 3A to the students. No Morse
code test was given. The volunteer examiners were Thamas E. Fakehany, Robert
G. Osborn, Jr., and Michael Bryant. The volunteer examiners arrived at the
session without any examination materials. After the examiners arrived, Ms.
Crane handed them a sealed package, which contained the examination questions.
During the test, Ms. Crane provided a diagram to be used during the test, which

Tesrs handeqdout. Ws.Crane finew where To €1ad /' nThe
had been missing fram the padqage’h Attachment-7-i8 a true and correct-copy-of pechore
Haa:s—da:agmnvd\ Attachment 8 is a true and correct copy of the application form 7.
I filled out and my examination papers. As indicated by Attachment 8, I

"passed" both examination elements (2 and 33).

14. The instruction on August 24, 1991, included the information necessary to
answer all the questions in both examination elements (2 and 33) that I tock cn
the date. I recognize Attachments 9 and 10 as true and correct copies of the
questions I answered for examination elements 2 and 3A on August 24, 1991. A
canparison of attachments 9 and 10 with my notes (Attachment 6) confirms my
initial determination that the instruction on August 24, 1991, included the

information needed to answer all the questions on the examination. At a time



subsequent to the class and examination on August 24, 1991, I examined the
question pools for elements 2 ard 3A and campared them with my notes
(Attachment 6). The camparison indicated that the information needed to
answer approximately 41.8% of the questions contained in the question pool

for element 2 and 33.8% of the questions contained in the question pool for
element 3A. Attachment 11 is a true and correct copy of Shwe question pools for
those elements, with my markings indicating which questiont'lacould be answered on

the basis of the instruction on August 24, 1991.

15. Following the class and examination on August 24, 1991, I prepared a

report of my investigation. Attachment 12 is a true and correct copy of this
report and I adopt its contents as my testimony. I submitted my report to the
AA, which, in turn, submitted it to the Federal Camunications Commission and

the WSYI-VEC.

16. Following the submission of my report, the WSYI-VEC invalidated the
results of the examinations administered on August 24, 1991. Prior to the
amouncement of the invalidation, I was offered an cpportunity to retake the

Morse code test.

17. On September 14, 1991, I attended an examination session in Marina Del
Rey, California, at which students of CARS were being examined. I did not
attend a class on that date. The volunteer examiners were Michael Bryant,
James McKinley and Raymond Navarro. I was the only person at the session who
took the five-words-per-minute Morse code examination. Ms. Crane had

possession of the tape recording used for my Morse code examination and



provided it to the volunteer examiners. Because it is cammon for students of
Morse code to use tape recorders for code practice, I was able to make a tape
recording during the examination session. Attachment 13 is a partial
transcript of that recording and accurately feflects its contents. As
indicated by the transcription, Mr. Pascal and Ms. Crane were familiar with the
content of the tape recording used to administer my Morse code examination, but
the volunteer examiners were not. The examination included the two sentences
Mr. Pascal taught to the class I attended on August 4, 1991 (except that the
name "Tam was changed to "Don"). Attachment 14 is a true and correct copy of
the application form I filled cut and my examination paper. As indicated by
Aﬁtachment 14, I "passed" examination element 1A (five-mrds-per-nﬁmté Morse
code). BAs of September 14, 1991, I was still unable to copy Morse code at five

words per mimute and could not have passed a fairly administered examination.

18. Following the class and examination on September 14, 1991, I prepared a
report of my investigation. Attachment 15 is a true and correct copy of this
report, and I adopt its contents as my testimony. I submitted my report to the
A7, which, in turn, submitted it to the Federal Camunications Camission and

O alonZ 177 S tre”
Christine F. McElwain

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 27th day of August, 1992.

Attachments
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. ‘ FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

. Approved OMB
j‘ C P.0. Box 1020 3060-0003
: . GETTYSBURG, PA 17326 Expires 12/31/89

APPLICATION FOR AMATEUR RADIO STATION AND/OR OPERATOR LICENSE
NO FCC FILING FEE REQUIRED (see instruction H)

ADMINISTERING VEs' REPORT EXAMINATION ELEMENTS
Applicant is credited for: - 1(A) 3(A) 3B) 4(A) 4(8)
A. FCC Amateur license held (97.25(a)): Class N (NT) (TGA) | (GA) (A)
B. CERTIFICATE(S) OF SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF AN N Dute tesued Oaie locved | Dete lesved | Dete leaued
EXAMINATION HELD (97.25(b)): .
C. FCC Commercial Radiotelegraph Number: e e el ; !
Operator License held (97.25(c)): . Ao ; ‘ ‘
D. Examination elements passed that were administered N
at this session: >< X >(
E. APPLICANT is qualified for operator license class: J None: H. Date of VEC inated inati ion:
E1. [J NOVICE _(Elements 1(A), 1(B), or 1(C) and 2) &u - 5?‘&:‘ ? /
E2. TECHNICIAN {Elements 1(A), 1(B), or 1({C), 2 and 3(A)) I. VEC Receipt Date: :
O GENERAL (Elements 1(8) or 1(C), 2, 3(A), and 3(B)) AUG 1 0 1991
[ ADVANCED (Elements 1(B) or 1(C), 2, 3(A), 3(B) and 4(A))
O AMATEUR EXTRA  (Elements 1(C), 2, 3(A), 3(B), 4(A), and 4(B))
F. Name of Volunteer-Examiner Cgordinator: (VEC coordinated sessions only) W ;
] L —lVec . P.0. BOX 565101
G. Examination session location: (VEC coordinated sessions only) o
epice ,a. DALLAS, TEXAS 75356-5101
xs SECTION i .

1. IF YOU HOLD A VALID LICENSE ATTACH THE ORIGINAL LICENSE OR PHOTOCOPY ON BACK OF APPLICATION. IF THE VALID LICENSE
OR CERTIFICATE OF SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF AN EXAMINATION WAS LOST OR DESTROYED, PLEASE EXPLAIN.

2. CHECK ONE OR MORE ITEMS, NORMALLY ALL LICENSES ARE ISSUED FOR A 10 YEAR TERM.

2A. [JRENEW LICENSE—NO OTHER CHANGES ——g | EXPIRATION DATE (Month, Day, Year)
2B. [IREINSTATE LICENSE EXPIRED LESS THAN 2 YEARS i
2c. )Z€XAM|NAT|0N FOR NEW LICENSE
20. ~ [JEXAMINATION TO UPGRADE OPERATOR CLASS ‘ FORMER LAST NAME SUFFIX (Jr., Sr., etc)
2E. [JCHANGE CALL SIGN (Be sure you are eligible—See Inst. 2E)
2F. [JCHANGE NAME (Give former name) — — | FORMER FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL
2G. [JCHANGE MAILING ADDRESS ’ T
2H. [JCHANGE STATION LOCATION
3. CALL SIGN (If you checked 2C above, skip items 3 and 4) 4. OPERATOR CLASS OF THE ATTACHED LICENSE:
5. CURRENT FIRST NAME M.L. LAST NAME SUFFIX (Jr., Sr., etc.) | 6. DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Year)
v
CHRISTINE F | MeELwAn 09 18 4y
7. CURRENT MAILING ADDRESS (Number and Street) cIry /\/ %E ZIP CODE
10331 Lyndiey fAre,, Uwia ] ORTHRIDGE 9133¢
8. CURRENT STATION LOCATION (Do not use a P.O. Box No., RFD No., or General Delivery. See Instruction 8) '
ciry STATE
(0331 [ pnocey Ave., U 14] NoRT /1R 1p6€ CH

9. Would a Commission grant of your application be an action which may have a significant environmental efiect as defined by Section 1.1307 of the
Commission's Rules? See instruction 9. If you answer yes, submit the statement as required by Sections 1.1308 and 1.1311. [1 YES ﬂ NO

10. Do you have any other amateur radio application on file with the Commission that has not been acted upon? If yes, :
answer items 11 and 12. O ves ¥ nNo

11. PURPOSE OF OTHER APPLICATION 12. DATE SUBMITTED (Month, Day, Year)

CERTIFICATION

| CERTIFY THAT ali statements herein and attachments herewith are true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief and are made in
good faith; that | am not a representative of a foreign government; that | waive any ciaim to the use of any particular frequency regardless of prior use by
license or otherwise; and that the station to be licensed will be inaccessible to unauthorized persons.

WILLFUL FALSE STATEMENTS MADE ON THIS FORM OR ATTACHMENTS ARE PUNISHABLE BY FINE AND IMPRISONMENT
U.S. CODE TITLE 18, SECTION 1001

13. SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT /%Must match item }) . 14. DATE SIGN
;/W Ty S 2))C S///Z/%f’/w o504 5/

{OVER) . FQC Form 610




ATTACH THE ORIGINAL LICENSE OR PHOTOCOPY HERE K / .

SECTION H—EXAMINATION INFORMATION

SECTION II-A FOR NOVICE OPERATOR EXAMINATION ONLY. To be completed by the Administering VEs after completing the Administering VE's
Report on the other side of this form.

-

CERTIFICATION

| CERTIFY THAT | have complied with the Administering VE requirements stated in Part 97 of the Commission’s Rules; THAT | have administered to the
applicant and graded an amateur radio operator examination in accordance with Part 97 of the Commission’s Rules; THAT | have indicated in the Administer-
ing VE's Report the examination element(s) the applicant passed; THAT | have examined documents held by the applicant and | have indicated in the Ad-
ministering VE's Report the examination element for which the applicant is given examination credit in accordance with Part 97 of the Commission’s Rules.

1A. VOLUNTEER EXAMINER'S NAME: (First, M, Last, Suffix) (Print or Type)

1B. VE'S MAILING ADDRESS (Number Street, Caty, State, ZIP Code)

CBisE & o 10. VE'S STATION CALL SIGN
] GENERALg , i ° ‘E] "ADVANCED .- ] AMATEUR EXTRA :
1E. LICENSE EXPIRATION DATE: o 1F. IF YOU HAVE AN APPLICATION PENDING FOR YOUR LICENSE
R AT GIVE FILING DATE:
1G. SIGNATL{R‘_E:?(A{Ausit}ma:u:)h Jtom }A)_, T DATE SIGNED

2A. VOLUNTEER EXAMINER'S NAME: (First, M, Last, Suffix) (Print or Type)

2B. VE'S MAILING ADDRESS: (Number Street City, State, ZIP Code)

2C. VE'S OPERATOR CLASS: 2D. VE'S STATION CALL SIGN
{J GeENERAL O apvanceo {J AMATEUR EXTRA
2E. LICENSE EXPIRATION DATE: 2F. IF YOU HAVE AN APPLICATION PENDING FOR YOUR LICENSE,
- GIVE FILING DATE:
2G. SIGNATURE: (Must match ltem 2A) DATE SIGNED ;

SECTION [i-B FOR TECHNICIAN, GENERAL, ADVANCED, OR AMATEUR EXTRA OPERATOR EXAMINATION ONLY. To be completed by the Ad-
ministering VEs after completing the Administering VE's Report on t ide of this form.

CERTIFICATION
| CERTIFY THAT [ have complied with the Administering VE requi ft 97 of the Commission's Rules; THAT | have administered to the

applicant and graded an amateur radio operator examination in accordance with Part 97 of the Commission’s Rules; THAT { have indicated in the Administer-
ing VE's Report the examination element(s) the applicant passed; THAT | have examined documents held by the applicant and | have indicated in the Ad-
ministering VE's Report the examination element(s) for which the applicant is given examination credit in accordance with Part 97 of the Commission’s Rules.

1A. VOLUNTEER EXAMINER'S NAME: (First, MI, Last, Suffix) (Prlnt or Type) 1B. VE'S STATION CALL SIGN:
Tepence N, Prerce 9205 KIGTY
1C. SIGNATURE: (Must match item 1A) DATE SIGNED:
e P ob4h1
2A. YOLUNTEER EXAMINER'S NAME: (First, M, Last, Suffix) (Print or Type) 2B. VE'S STATION CALL SIGN:
LANCcE B, Ferrawte 2804 A6 DB
2C. SIGNATURE: (Must match item 2A) DATE SIGNED:
, S, Pt 057/
3A. VOLUNTEER EXAMINER'S NAME: (First, MI, Last, Suffix) (Print or Type) 3B. VES STATION CALL SIGN:
JorN I, Qurpp ELE KTl Hw
3C. SIGNATURE: (Must match’ ltem 3A) DATE SIGNED:
o o osO4h1
“ ~N
FCC Form 610 : U.5. GOVEANMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1987 190-665 (m)

September 1987
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EXAMINATION ANSWER SHEET Name: ﬂ HRIKTIVE /)/) &[K LIA s
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q}OS ]
W5YI-VEC PROGRAM (Print) o
EXAMINATION ANSWER SHEET Name: ///z@/ ST /& /)/Cg &t Ay

Element: EgA Test Series: /4 77/ Date: § -4 -9 signature: £ culies 7/ /) C“-'(}?{{"t(“):'fk“"

S Ap A

1 Al |e@lc[Jo iejAal 18 lc[]o
21 A8 _|c[ |opg Total Minimum) (271 A| |B| [C[ |D
3] A s Jc[]o[ || toressi2aja[ B[ Jc[]0
4] A[ |s[Mdc[ ]o g:’n\";gﬁz oAl |8[ |lc|[ |p]
51 Al ls@c[1o[]| 30 —22Jgmoja 1s[Jc[o
61 A[-18[ Jc[ ]p ﬂr&cmgam :?1 1a[ 18] Jc[]o
Element 3A
71 A Bmc o[ N2 19 tf32]1A] |B[ |c[]D
6] Agle[ lc[Jo aeneraL |1331A[ ]8[ Jc[ |o
Element 3B i
o1 Al e[ ]c[o s 19 |Ba1Aal ][ Jc[]o
nojal ls[ Jcilo aovancep | (3s1A[_]e[_]c[ ]o
1Al [sf@c Jo[ ]| ™" |Beaa]eJc[]o
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