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Description of Documents Filed With FCC Form 481 

 

FCC Form 690 Line 040 asks “Has the information required pursuant to §54.1009 been 
provided with a Form 481 filing (Y/N)?” and provides for including a description of the 
documents filed with the Form 481 report.   The annual reporting requirements applicable to 
Mobility Fund recipients is based upon 47 C.F.R. § 54.1009, whereas the annual reporting 
requirements applicable to other high cost support recipients and Lifeline providers is based 
upon 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.313 and 54.422.   The only common annual reporting requirements 
between Mobility Fund recipients and other high cost recipients/Lifeline providers is (i) the 
urban rate comparability certification and (ii) the tribal lands reporting.  
  
In this FCC Form 690 annual report, T-Mobile includes its Urban Rate Comparability 
Certification (070), and there are no Tribal Lands within T-Mobile’s Mobility Fund service area.   
Nevertheless, T-Mobile is submitting FCC Form 481 for its Mobility Fund service area 
addressing the applicable reporting requirements, including the Terms and Conditions of 
Lifeline service being provided within its Mobility Fund service area.   The Terms and 
Conditions of Lifeline service document includes a description of the rates, terms and 
conditions of Lifeline service available to qualified low-income consumers within T-Mobile’s 
Mobility Fund service area. 
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T-Mobile West LLC 

Project Description Status Update for CT 48137950300 
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Background 
 

On June 24, 2013, T-Mobile West LLC (“T-Mobile”) was awarded Phase I Mobility Fund 

support to serve Census Tract T48137950300 (the “Tract”) with 3G service.1   Based on 

Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”) rules, winning bidders shall “submit an annual 

report no later than July 1 of each year for the five years after it was so authorized”…that 

includes, among other things, “updates to the information provided in §54.1005(b)(2)(v).”2 
 

T-Mobile is submitting this Project Description Status Update which includes an update to the 

“detailed project description that describes the network, identifies the proposed technology, 

demonstrates that the project is technically feasible, discloses the budget and describes each 

specific phase of the project, e.g., network design, construction, deployment, and 

maintenance.”3 

 

Original Project Description 
 
Assuming T-Mobile is authorized to receive support in 1Q2013, the Company anticipates that it 

will commence the build out of network facilities in 1Q2013 and conclude in 1Q2015. T-Mobile 

will deploy 3G “UMTS” technology in the unserved areas of Census Tract T48137950300. 

Depending on the outcome of engineering design work, the Company will use either Personal 

Communications Service (“PCS”) spectrum at 1900 MHz or Advanced Wireless Services 

(“AWS”) spectrum at 1.7/2.1 GHz to provide 3G service in Census Tract T48137950300.   

Preliminary computer modeling of the radio frequency (“RF”) design for providing 3G service in 

unserved areas within Census Tract T48137950300 indicates that approximately  

 new cell site facilities will be required.  T-Mobile has established a budget of 

1 FCC Public Notice, Mobility Fund Phase I Support Authorized for 42 Winning Bids, DA 13-1249, June 24, 2013.    
2 47 C.F.R. 54.1009(a)(6) 
3 47 C.F.R. 54.1005(b)(2)(v) 
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approximately $8,614,214 for capital expenditures for this project, which is consistent with the 

amount of Mobility Fund Phase I support to be received.   At this time, T-Mobile does not 

anticipate that it will need additional funds for capital expenditures to meet the build-out 

requirements in 47 C.F.R. § 54.1006, but, to the extent additional funding is required, either for 

capital expenditures or for operational expenses, it will be provided by the Company. 

 

Project Status Update 

 

Network Design 

T-Mobile has deployed 3G “HSPA” technology in the unserved areas of the Tract using a 

combination of PCS and AWS spectrum at 1.7/2.1 GHz. 

 

Deployment  

The deployment of HSPA technology enables T-Mobile to meet all public interest obligations 

associated with Mobility Fund support, including a download throughput of at least 200 Kbps 

and a upload throughput of at least 50 Kbps. 

 

Construction 

T-Mobile constructed  new sites in the Tract to cover all or part of the previously unserved 

areas in the Tract including the road miles identified by the FCC with 3G wireless service.   A 

number of different initiatives were undertaken to deploy new 3G services in unserved areas, 

including, but not limited to, upgrading existing T-Mobile facilities, building new sites collocated 

on existing towers, and/or constructing new towers built from the ground up (“greenfield” sites).  

New network facilities constructed in the Tract are interconnected to T-Mobile’s national 

network through switching intrastructure and backhaul facilities using copper, fiber, or 

microwave connections.   No major problems arose during the construction in the Tract, 

although T-Mobile had to overcome a number of challenges, including the acquisition and 

construction of greenfield sites and associated zoning, construction, and backhaul issues.   
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Maintenance 

Having recently completed construction of the network in the Tract, T-Mobile has now entered 

the maintenance phase of its construction and has undertaken initial efforts to maintain the 

service it extended covering the previously unserved areas including routine maintenance 

procedures, validating network accessibility, load balancing and other things to optimize 

performance.  T-Mobile will continue these efforts and maintain the network as appropriate.   

 
Project Plan and Budget Status 

T-Mobile has, and will continue to, use universal service support for its winning bid in the Tract 

to construct, operate and maintain new wireless facilities to provide service in unserved areas.   

The overall project plan for serving the Tract was to integrate new network facilities and 

coverage into T-Mobile’s national network that served the residents of and visitors to the Tract.   

T-Mobile was able to accomplish this objective, which has allowed residents of and visitors to 

the Tract to realize the benefits of access to T-Mobile’s nationwide network.    

In addition to initial construction costs, T-Mobile has and will incur on-going operational costs, 

maintenance costs, and other costs associated with the operation of network facilities in 

theTract.   T-Mobile was approved for Mobility Fund support for the Tract in the amount of 

$8,614,214.16; having completed its buildout and covered 89.04% of the road miles in the 

Tract, T-Mobile received support consistent with its coverage totaling of $7,760,116.85. 
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T-Mobile West, LLC (“T-Mobile”) 

2018 Mobility Fund Annual Report 
Study Area Code: 448051 

 
 

 
Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.1009(a), winning bidders authorized to receive 

Mobility Fund Phase I support are required to submit an annual report, which shall 
include the following, or reference the inclusion of the following in other reports 
filed with the Commission for the applicable year: 

(1) Electronic Shapefiles site coverage plots illustrating the area newly reached 
by mobile services at a minimum scale of 1:240,000; 

(2) A list of relevant census blocks previously deemed unserved, with road 
miles and total resident population and resident population residing in areas newly 
reached by mobile services (based on Census Bureau data and estimates); 

(3) If any such testing has been conducted, data received or used from drive 
tests, or scattered site testing in areas where drive tests are not feasible, analyzing 
network coverage for mobile services in the area for which support was received; 

(4) Certification that the applicant offers service in supported areas at rates 
that are within a reasonable range of rates for similar service plans offered by 
mobile wireless providers in urban areas; 

(5) Any applicable certifications and showings required in §54.1004; and 

(6) Updates to the information provided in §54.1005(b)(2)(v). 

 
With respect to the information required under Sections 54.1009(a)(1) and 

54.1009(a)(3), T-Mobile includes, by reference, in this Annual Report, the coverage 
plots and drive testing data previously filed in its 2016 Mobility Fund Annual Report 
with the Universal Service Administrative Company and Federal Communications 
Commission.    This previously filed information is incorporated herein by reference, 
as provided for in 47 C.F.R. § 54.1009(a). 
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