Before the 
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Washington, D.C. 20554 

In the Matter of 				)
						)	WC Docket No. 13-184
Schools and Libraries Universal Service		)	
Support Mechanism 				) 
) 
COMMENTS OF KB & ASSOCIATES LLC
[bookmark: _GoBack] on the
DRAFT ELIGIBLE SERVICES LIST FOR SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES UNIVERSAL SERVICE PROGRAM FOR FUNDING YEAR 2017

KB & Associates LLC is a professional services firm that provides consulting and web services to service provider and manufacturer E-Rate stakeholders.
We are respectfully requesting that the Eligible Services list be amended to include buses as mobile classrooms the same way that library book mobiles are eligible.  The reasons for this request are numerous and compelling.  Extending the classroom to the bus for the 55% of K-12 students that ride the bus daily will help reduce the digital divide, improve educational outcomes and help reduce the stress associated with the daily commute.  
The US Census Bureau reported in 2013 that 25.6% of all households did not have internet access (https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/2013computeruse.pdf0.  According to the American School Bus Council (ASBC), school buses transported an average of 26 million elementary and secondary students daily in 2010.  Provisioning Wi-Fi on buses would positively impact over 6.5 million K-12 students who may not have internet at home.
 According to the National School Transportation Association there are approximately 480,000 school buses. The Rural School & Community Trust estimates the average daily commute time of an elementary student is in excess of 30 minutes (http://www.ruraledu.org/articles.php?id=2139). Other studies point to much longer average daily commutes (see http://www.arkansas.gov/senate/newsroom/index.php?do:newsDetail=1&news_id=482).
The ability to provide extended Internet access to students will have a positive impact on graduation rates.  Coachella Valley Unified School district is one example of this. Through the innovative use of mobility, among other initiatives, they have seen graduation rates increase by 10%.
The provisioning of Internet Access on buses would provide additional classroom learning time for students involved in extracurricular activities, field trips and alternative or vocational learning programs that often require a bus ride.  Having Internet Access while on the bus would provide alternate activities that would tend to reduce misbehavior.  It would also provide tracking and security capabilities beyond the scope of the educational purposes of the E-Rate program. Students in career and technical programs sometimes leave school for hands-on learning experiences. Take as an example a shop class where the students commute to an off campus location.  They would spend 20-30 minutes on the bus and then another 20-30 minutes upon arrival doing preliminary activities before starting the actual skill. With Wi-Fi on the bus, students have the potential to watch an instructional video, read through the day’s lesson, take an online safety quiz, and complete any other preliminary activities while in route, leaving time for the hands-on learning experience.  Hands on science class field trips where the bus becomes the mobile classroom and students can utilize their laptop to collect their data, write their reports, and submit their reports electronically to the teachers before they ever come back to the classroom would be another example.
Cardiff University's Sustainable Places Research Institute found that found that people who take the bus have lower levels of life satisfaction and are more likely to think their activities are not worthwhile.  Supporting Internet Access on buses would be beneficial to the students who have a daily commute.
(http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2557564/Its-official-Commuting-work-makes-miserable-spending-half-hour-bus-worst-way-travel.html#ixzz4DTdeIURi) 
From a financial perspective the costs would appear to be supportable within the current program budget. Worst case scenario for Category 2 Internal Connections costs (assumes all 480,000 buses) would be:
	Category 2

	School Buses in US
	                          480,000 

	Average Hardware Cost per Bus 
	 $                     1,000.00 

	Total C2 Cost
	 $         480,000,000.00 

	Average C2 Discount
	71%

	Net C2 Commitment 
	 $         340,800,000.00 



Annual Category 1 Telecommunications costs for the worst case would be:
	Category 1

	Cost/Bus Unlimited Data Plan Annual
	 $                         960.00 

	Total buses
	480,000 

	Total C1 Cost
	 $         460,800,000.00 

	Average C1 discount
	51%

	Net C1 Commitment
	 $         235,008,000.00 
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