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July 7, 2016

VIA ELECTRONIC DELIVERY
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC  20554

Re:	ET Docket No. 13-49 - Revision of Part 15 of the Commission’s Rules to Permit Unlicensed National Information Infrastructure (U-NII) Devices in the 5 GHz Band

To the Commission:

	Pursuant to Sections 1.415 and 1.419 of the Commission’s Rules (47 C.F.R. §§ 1.415 and 1.419), the International Bridge, Tunnel and Turnpike Association (IBTTA) hereby provides its comments in response to the Commission’s Public Notice requesting that interested parties “refresh the record” in the above-captioned proceeding.  

	IBTTA opposes any sharing of the 5850-5925 GHz Band (5.9 GHz Band) between Dedicated Short Range Communications (DSRC) and Unlicensed National Information Infrastructure (U-NII) devices.  DSRC applications for Vehicle-to-Vehicle (V2V) and Vehicle-to-Infrastructure (V2I) wireless communications promise significant safety benefits and utility to the traveling public.  There are many reasons why the development and implementation of DSRC services have been slow in coming but many applications are now poised for near-term deployment, holding the potential to save tens of thousands of lives every year. Making changes to the DSRC spectrum’s availability at this time will adversely impact bringing these service to market and correspondingly delay the inherent safety benefits.

IBTTA strongly urges the Commission not to lose sight of this fact.  Surely, saving lives qualifies as the “highest and best use” of spectrum resources.  Accordingly, IBTTA is opposed to both the Cisco and Qualcomm proposed sharing proposals for U-NII operations in the 5.9 GHz Band.  
	IBTTA, established in 1932, represents toll facility operators and supporting industries in the United States and throughput the world. Our members provide services to millions of drivers every day. US Toll agencies have been using electronic toll collection (ETC) devices since 1989, using shared frequency in the 915-928 MHz band. Because ETC communications support financial transactions in high-speed environments, the accuracy of the systems and devices used are of extreme importance. Toll agencies have made exhaustive fixes and alterations to their systems to avoid interference with their toll collection functions, to serve both their customers and their own fiduciary responsibilities. 
IBTTA supported the initial reservation of the 5850-5925 GHz Band (5.9 GHz Band) for DSRC purposes as a potential “safe harbor” for future ETC technologies and practices, along with the many other driver services and safety benefits envisioned under the DSRC banner. 

The toll industry is actively involved in the V2V and VII aspects of the DSRC spectrum as well.  Toll agencies are currently involved in research, development and testing of a wide range of safety and service applications that go beyond toll collection and our associate members are deeply engaged in developing and integrating these technologies on our facilities.  

IBTTA would like to reiterate its opposition to any sharing between DSRC and unlicensed operations in the 5.9 GHz Band, including both the Cisco and Qualcomm sharing proposals.  IBTTA respectfully requests that the Commission maintain the full 75 MHz allocated to DSRC in the 5.9 GHz Band as currently allocated and not permit any U-NII operations in any portion of the band.

Thank you for your attention in these important matters.

[image: ]Sincerely,



Neil Gray
Dir. Of Government Affairs
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