


RE: Reply comments affirming ACB Comments on Audio Description Expansion MB 11-43 
 
I, Nona Haroyan, want to express my support for ACB's Resolution on Audio Description.

Though I am legally blind, with some  useable vision, my sister does not.
As a result using Audio Description in our household is extremely important.
Prior to having Audio Description I would try to describe what was happening
on the screen without interfering with the dialog.  Sometimes I was
successful and other times I had difficulty describing the sceen quickly
enough.  It was very frustrating for both my sister and me.

Expanding channels, hours of description  and adding popular programming is
not a privilege but a right for our community.

We pay the same fees to our Cable Companies, but are unable to fully
experience the benefit as our sighted citizens or even our fellow disabled
citizens in the deaf community, since they have access to Close Captioning.

For me the greatest difficulty comes every season of Game of Thrones, viewed
on HBO, a channel I pay even more to watch programming.  Whenever subtitles
are used I am not able to read what is said, missing out on the story line.

I simply ask that you put yourself in our position for a single hour while
you are watching television, close your eyes and as you watch your favorite
program and the silence lengthens on the screen and you don't hear anything
like dialog to try to imagine what is happening, think of those of us in the
blind and visually impaired community and know that is our reality all the
time, not just a single hour.

Thank you for your consideration on this important issue.

Sincerely yours,
Nona Haroyan
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