


RE: Reply comments affirming ACB Comments on Audio Description Expansion MB 11-43 
 
I don’t use audio description on television. However, I would like to do so. I would like the federal Communications Commission to update its rules to encourage the following improvements in audio description services in the United States. These changes would make this service accessible to me.

1. The FCC should designate a specific audio sub-channel for all digital television stations to use for playing the audio description track for programs that include this feature. I understand that each digital broadcast channel includes several separate audio sub-channels that can be used to provide supplemental audio services, such as audio description, foreign language simulcasts or even music. Assigning a specific sub-channel for audio description will allow users of this service to find description easily without having to hunt through all available sub-channels for each station.

2. The FCC should require manufacturers of television receiving equipment, including televisions, set top boxes, remote controls, etc. to include a button or comparably accessible control with the specific function of turning description on or off, so that a blind person will be able to access audio description without having to search for the control in an inconsistent, usually inaccessible on-screen menu. Note that the implementation of suggestion 1 above will make this suggestion much easier to implement.

3. The FCC should require published TV program listings, whether in hardcopy, electronic, online or onscreen formats to clearly designate which programs feature audio description.

4. The FCC should require onscreen television program listings to be accessible to blind persons.

5. The FCC should require all television stations and online broadcasters to pass through the audio description track for all programs where it is available, both for their initial broadcast and for all reruns of the programs.

I believe all of these suggestions are readily achievable, and they do not constitute an undue burden to television program producers, equipment manufacturers or broadcasters.

Thank you for your consideration.
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