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July 24, 2019
Marlene Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554
Re:  Implementation of Section 621(a)(1) of the Cable Communications

Policy Act of 1984 as Amended by the Cable Television Consumer
Protection and Competition Act of 1992, MB Docket No. 05-311

Dear Ms. Dortch:

This ex parte letter is submitted on behalf of Anne Arundel County, Maryland; The City
of Atlanta, Georgia; The City of Bellevue, Washington; Bloomfield Township, Michigan; The
City of Brookhaven, Georgia; The City of Boston, Massachusetts; The City of College Park,
Maryland; The City of Dallas, Texas; The City of Davis, California; The City of Dubuque, lowa;
The District of Columbia; The County of Fairfax, Virginia; The City of Fontana, California; The
City of Gaithersburg, Maryland; The City of Greenbelt, Maryland; Howard County, Maryland,;
The City of Kirkland, Washington; The City of Laredo, Texas; The City of Laurel, Maryland;
Los Angeles County, California; The City of Los Angeles, California; The City of Lincoln,
Nebraska; The Marin Telecommunications Agency; Meridian Township, Michigan; The
Michigan Chapter of The National Association of Telecommunications Officers & Advisors;
The Michigan Coalition To Protect Public Rights-Of-Way; The Michigan Municipal League;
The Michigan Township Association; Montgomery County, Maryland; Mt. Hood Cable
Regulatory Commission; The City of Ontario, California; The City of Plano, Texas; The City of
Portland, Oregon; The Ramsey/Washington Counties Suburban Cable Communications
Commission 1l; The City of Rye, New York; The City of San Jacinto, California; The
Sacramento Metropolitan Cable Television Commission; The Village of Scarsdale, New York;
The Texas Coalition of Cities For Utility Issues; and The Texas Municipal League.

Attached to this letter are Ernst & Young analyses describing the sector-leading
profitability of cable operators in 2013, 2014, and 2015, and a Columbia Telecommunications
Corporation report describing the relatively minor role rights-of-way fees and practices play in
broadband deployment decisions. These studies, in conjunction with the five economic analyses
on similar issues attached to the Reply Comments of Anne Arundel County, et al.,' show that
fees charged do not affect deployment, with high levels of deployment associated with

! Comments of Anne Arundel County, et al., MB Docket No. 05-311, at Exhs. 2-5 (Dec. 14, 2018).
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communities — such as those in Oregon — that charge fees for use of the rights-of-way by
providers of cable, telecommunications and information services.
demonstrate that cable operators’ obligations to local governments are not so burdensome as to
affect deployment of cable or other services, or to affect adoption; the data support the ex parte
filing made by NATOA et. al. this date. To the extent cable operators wish to deploy additional
infrastructure and services, they have the resources available to do so while meeting their
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commitments to franchising authorities and communities nationwide.

Courtesy copies of this submission will be provided via email to the individuals listed
below. Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns regarding this submission.

Enclosures

cc:
Michelle Carey
Holly Saurer
Martha Heller
Raelynn Remy
Alexander Sanjenis
Joel Miller

Evan Swarztrauber
Kate Black
Michael Scurato
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Respectfully submitted,

Gerard Lavery Lederer
of BEST BEST & KRIEGER LLP

The data continue to
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