
 
           
 
 

 

 
July 20, 2016 

 
 

Dear Ms. Mickiewicz, 
 
The statement below was submitted by email to the DDTP Committee Coordinator 
by TADDAC Chair Tommy Leung on June 16, 2016. I have received no additional 
comments from other members, so this is the final version. TADDAC requests the 
below comment be sent to the FCC, replying to the “Comments of Apple Inc.” that 
were submitted to the FCC on January 28, 2016 and relate to the following 
Dockets: 
 

 Improvements to Benchmarks and Related Requirements Governing 
Hearing Aid-Compatible Mobile Handsets, WT Docket 15-285; and, 

 Amendment of the Commission’s Rules Governing Hearing Aid-
Compatible Mobile Handsets, WT Docket 07-250.  

 
“TADDAC applauds the innovative and creative spirit of Apple and other like entities 
with respect to access technology. While the FCC should position itself to embrace 
such advances, it must also be careful not to disenfranchise those using current 
technology in so doing. For example, T Coil technology is the bridge with which 
many, if not all, hearing aid and cochlear implant users utilize to connect with cell 
phones, and assistive listening devices. Elimination of T Coil technology will force 
those users to abandon their hearing aids, which can cost over $6,000 each, in 
order to connect with newer technology that contain no T Coils; this would result in 
some users falling behind the digital divide (for those who do not purchase new 
hearing aids) and others who will end up carrying around several different types of 
hearing aids in an effort to satisfy device compatibility.” 
 
On behalf of Tommy Leung and TADDAC, thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
Patsy Emerson 
DDTP Committee Coordinator 
 


