
August 4, 2016 
 
VIA ECFS EX PARTE NOTICE 

Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 
 

Re: Business Data Services in an Internet Protocol Environment, WC Docket No. 
16-143; Special Access Rates for Price Cap Local Exchange Carriers, WC Docket No. 
05-25 and RM-10593 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch, 

 
On August 2, 2016, Kathleen Grillo and Maggie McCready (Verizon) and Chip Pickering 

and Karen Reidy (INCOMPAS) met with Howard Symons and William Dever of the Office of 
General Counsel and Deena Shetler and Eric Ralph of the Wireline Competition Bureau.   
In that meeting we discussed the outline for a new framework for Business Data Services that 
Verizon and INCOMPAS presented in our June 27 joint letter.1  We focused on the need for the 
three-tiered approach to the competition test and the need for a one-time adjustment to TDM 
rates in areas served by price cap ILECs to account for the freeze in rates under the CALLS 
Order.  We also discussed the need for an Ethernet benchmark in relevant markets that are 
insufficiently competitive, which would involve price regulation on a technology-neutral basis.  
The FCC would apply the benchmark to constrain prices and ensure that providers could not 
abuse their market positions by imposing rates, terms or conditions that are unjust or 
unreasonable.  The benchmark would be adjusted each year to ensure that rates are reduced over 
time. 
   

We stressed again that Verizon and INCOMPAS continue to work towards further 
agreement on key issues in our continuing efforts to find a balanced approach that reflects all 
sides of the policy debate.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
/s/Maggie McCready 
Maggie McCready  
Vice President Federal Regulatory and  
Legal Affairs, Verizon  
 
 

 
 
 
 
/s/Karen Reidy  
Karen Reidy  
Vice President, Regulatory Affairs,  
INCOMPAS  

                                                           
1 See Letter from Kathleen Grillo, Verizon, and Chip Pickering, INCOMPAS, to Marlene H. 
Dortch, FCC, WC Docket Nos. 16-143 & 05-25 (FCC filed June 27, 2016). 
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cc: Howard Symons  
William Dever 
Deena Shetler 
Eric Ralph 
 


