STATEMENT

1. My name is Carlos Silva and reguldrfy I drive on the following roadways:

1.1. Massachusetts interstate 95 [INorth and South, also known as Route 128 North
and South, between exits 24 and P8, in the Waltham municipal area of
Massachusetts; and

1.2. Route 2, to/from 1-95, Exit j, traveling westerly/easterly to/from Alewife
Brook Parkway in the Cambridge, Massachuseits area.

2. 1 am aregular listener of WIFD-FM and wish to continue to listen to WIFD-FM on
my drive.

3. Tunderstand that this statement majf be submitted to the Federal Communications
Commission.

Signature: ga:dgs L‘&A
Date: ?"‘/3—’ -9/@16







STATEMENT

1. My name is Andrea Fagundes Lima and regularly I drive on Massachusetts interstate 95
North and South, also known as Route 128 North and South, between exits 24 and 28, in the
Waltham municipal area of Massachusetts.

2. T am aregular listener of WIFD-FM and wish to continue to listen to WIFD-FM on my
drive. '

3. T understand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications
Commission.

Signature: |

Date: (1 (|




STATEMENT

1. My name is Michael Lima and regularly I drive on Massachusetts interstate 95 North and
South, also known as Route 128 North and South, between exits 24 and 28, in the Waltham

municipal area of Massachusetts.

2. I'am aregular listener of WIFD-FM and wish to continue to listen to WIFD-FM on my
drive. - :

3. Tunderstand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications.
Commission.

Signature: “/ ., o o7 N e

Date:
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STATEMENT

et L f“%"(}ﬁfdg , declare and state as follows:
Iresideat: {49 ULQKﬁ “:.T‘ »f-,lrtiu\@k/% MQJS OQL{'#CF

3. Iworkat: _Qiﬁ.v‘\%& 1’<' _.ch/k/Ln\’"

4. Iregularly do my errands within 7~ miles from my home.

’

i

5. 1regularly do my errands in the following surrounding cities and/or towns:

6 I ly drive on the following toadways:
1-93, North/South between exits 2¢ and 34 in the Somerville-Medford areas of MA

__,Z Route 2, East/West in the Cambndge/Arhngtonflﬁxmgton areas of MA
~ Route 16, in the Everett-Revere areas of MA .

7/R'.oute I, in the Revere-Malden-Saugus areas of MA

_#_ Route lA, in the Revere-Lynnway areas of MA

6&/ 130 wizhsTe

7. Townthe fo[lowmg property(xés) located at fTacs. 0lgt

i64 Aok <1, Arelk “gtor

8. Iregularly listen to WIFD 97.3 FM at the following location(s), and I wish to continue
. to listen to WIFD 97.3 FM at these location(s):

/ At home.

J7(At my home location, either in the backyard or in my car.
/011 my way to-and-from work.
—7 While undertzking my errands.

Whlle traveling to my property(ies).
,/ 1-93, North/South between exits 29 and 34 in the Somerviile-Medford areas of MA

&7 Route 2, East/West, in the Cembridge/Arlington/Lexington areas of MA
L Route 16, East/West, in the Everett-Revere areas of MA

Route 1, North/South, in the Revere-Malden-Saugus areas of MA
_=" Route 14, North/South, in the Revere-Lynnway areas of MA

I understand that this statement may be. submitted to the Federal Communications Commission.

Slgnature @)\&’ ML A ? }'Q»"CQ.}\LF e

Date 06 - Jdol 8

A e CQU‘J%



| STATEMENT
L N ol medemj‘j , declare and state as follows:
2. Ireside at; ﬁ) 1) Wty D@(M “”1 /]/QUJYS‘OU“U/ W oIV

3. Tworkat:  AOVWIO Orf’d + Unrom_, Uah ﬁﬂ\(gml“@ i)
Suveruile, MA QU5

4, Iregula.rly do my errands w;thm _ﬂD miles from my home.

I regularly do my errands in the following surrounding cities and/or towns:
OOM}?ndgf Sumerulie., Meghued. , Saugis

6. Iregularly drive on the following roadways:
v/ 193, North/South between exits 29 and 34 in the Somerville-Medford areas of MA
v Route 2, East/West in the CambndgefAr[mgtoulLexmgton areas of MA
“V Route 16 in the Everett-Revere areas of MA
___ Route 1, inthe Revere-Malden—Saugus areas of MA
___Route 14, in the Revere-Lynnway areas of MA

7. Iownthe foIluwing property(ies) located at:

8. Iregularly listen to WIFD 97.3 FM at the following location(s), and I wish to continue
to listen to WIFD 97.3 FM locati : ‘
isten to atthese ocation(s) m{’dfﬂfd, MI"U‘”‘&; a&mbn dge_

At home.
At my home location, either in the backya.rd or in my car.
~ ¥"On my way to-and-from work.
Z While undertaking my errands. '
_‘_)lhlle traveling to my property(ies).
1-93, North/South between exits 29 and 34 in the Somerville-Medford areas of MA
7\/Route 2, East/West, in the Cambridge/Arlington/Lexington areas of MA
Route 16, East/West, in the Everett-Revere areas of MA
. Route 1, North/South, in the Revere-Malden-Saugus areas of MA
___ Route 1A, North/South, q the Revere-Lynnway areas of MA

I understand that this stafgment may be submitted to the Federal Communications Commission.

Signature: \_Q}@L Qgé éé

Date: 6'26 -) 3’




STATEMENT

My name is Rogerio Costa and I reside at 90 Park Street, Lynn, Massachusetts.

. Iregularly drive on Route US-1 North and South, through the Revere-Malden-Saugus
municipal areas of Massachusetts.

. I'also regularly drive on Route 1A in the Revere and Lynnway areas.

. I'am a regular listener of WIFD-FM and wish to continue to listen to WIFD-FM on
' my drives. A oo T T

. 'understand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications
Commission.

Signature:

Date:




STATEMENT

My name is Dionisio Rebelo and I reside at 123 Grover Road, Medford,
Massachusetts.

I regularly listen to WIFD-FM on my drives in the vicinity of my home and on
Massachusetts interstate 93 North and South, between exits 30 and 32 in the
Somerville-Medford municipal areas of Massachusetts.

. I'wish to continue to listen to WIJFD-FM on my drives.

. T understand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications
Commission.

Signatwe: S0 tompatnie  Lellls

Date: 2-2¢— (5




STATEMENT

My name is Jay Sousa and I reside in Chester, New Hampshire.
My place of employment is located at 192 Williams Street, Chelsea, Massachusetts.

- I regularly drive on the following roadways during my commute home and during my
regular work-related drives:

- Route US-1 North and South, through the Chelsea-Revere-Malden-Saugus municipal
areas of Massachusetts.

. Massachusetts interstate 93 North and South, between exits 32 and 34, in the
Somerville-Medford-Melrose municipal areas of Massachusetts.

. Massachusetts Route 16, Fast and West, in the Medford-Arlington-Cambridge
mumnicipal areas.

. Massachusetts Route 2, in the Cambridge-Arlington-Belmont-Lexington municipal
areas, driving to/from I-95, traveling westerly/easterly to/from Alewife Brook

Parkway in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

. I am a regular listener of WIFD-FM and wish to continue to listen to WJFD-FM on
my drives.

. Tunderstand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications

Commission.
—— f‘g%
Signatugesf "~ ¢\ =

- - ' Date; - 3]‘02 X[, ZQ)/% :




STATEMENT
My name is Francisco Correia and I reside at 42 Hauman Street, Revere,
Massachusetts.
Tregularly drive in the vicinity of my home and to-and-from work-related drives.

. I regularly drive on Route US-1 North and South, through the Chelsea-Revere-
Malden-Saugus municipal areas of Massachusetts.

- 1 regularly drive on Route 2, East and West, in the Lexington-Belmont-Arlington-
Cambridge municipal areas of Massachtisetts. o ’

. 1am a regular listener of WIFD-FM and wish to continue to listen to WJFD-FM on
my drives.

. I'understand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications

Commission.
Signatur@, &/—

Date: 3/ 26 !/ .




STATEMENT

My name is Joe Tavares, and | reside in Gloucester, Massachusetts.

1. Iregularly drive on Route US-1 North and South, in the Saugus municipal area of
Massachusetts traveling to-and-from the following locations: 86 Broadway, Saugus,
Massachusetts and 339 Main Street, Saugus, Massachusetts.

2. I'am a regular listener of WIFD-FM and wish to continue to listen to WJFD-FM on
my drives.

3. T'understand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications
~ Commission.

== .

- ¢

Signature:

Date: __ £ — \\}

e




STATEMENT

My name is Toﬁy Ponte, and | reside at 49 Eustis Street, Revere, Massachusetts.

I am a regular listener of WJFD-FM at my home.

. I regularly drive from my home to and on the following roadways:

. Massachusetts Route 2, in the Cambridge-Arlington-Belmont-Lexington municipal
areas, driving to/from 1-95, traveling westerly/easterly to/from Alewife Brook

Parkway in Cambridge, Massachusetts. = ... e

. Massachusetts interstate 93 North and South, between exits 29 and 34, in the
Somerville-Medford-Melrose municipal areas of Massachusetts.

. Route US-1 North and South, through the Revere-Malden-Saugus municipal areas of
Massachusetts.

. I'am a regular listener of WIFD)-FM and wish to continue to listen to WJFD-FM on
my drives and at my home.

. 1 understand that this statement may be submiited to the Federal Commuifications
Commission.

T
pue: OL-02 /Qwé’




STATEMENT

My name is Joao Medeiros, and I reside at 49 Fustis Street, Revere, Massachusetts.

I am a regular listener of WJFD-FM at my home.

. Tregularly drive from my home to and on the following roadways:

. Massachusetts Route 2, in the Cambridge-Arlington-Belmont-Lexington inunicipal
areas, dnvmg to/from [-95, traveling westerly/easterly to/from Alewife Brook
- Parkway in Cambridge; Massachusetts. i e

. Massachusetts interstate 93 North and South, between exits 29 and 34, in the
Somerville-Medford-Melrose municipal areas of Massachusetts.

. Route US-1 North and South, through the Revere-Malden-Saugus municipal areas of
Massachusetts.

. I'am a regular listener of WJFD-FM and wish to continue to listen to WIJFD-FM on
my drives and at my home.

. T'understand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications
Commission.




STATEMENT

My name is Gabricla Ponte, and [ reside at 49 Eustis Street, Revere, Massachusetts.
1 am a regular listener of WIFD-FM at my home.

. Tregularly drive from my home to and on the following roadways:

. Massachusetts Route 2, in the Cambridge-Arlington-Belmont-Lexington municipal
areas, driving to/from I-95, traveling westerly/easterly to/from Alewife Brook
Parkway in Cambridge, Massachusetts. ___

. Massachusetts interstate 93 North and South, between exits 29 and 34, in the
Somerville-Medford-Melrose municipal areas of Massachusetts.

. Route US-1 North and South, through the Revere-Malden-Saugus municipal areas of
Massachusetts.

. I am a regular listener of WIFD-FM and wish to continue to listen to WIFD-FM on
my drives and at my home.

. I understand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications
Commission.

A

Signature: &‘r Vi s




STATEMENT

?&u\\@ 61{\’3]\{3 , declare and state as follows:
. Ireside at: _ RS %R'\ ) 3‘&&&@‘" 2 SWMV d {"-—,_; f1A
3. Iworkadi: / 0 ‘/ A C@. md @L:LSL Sf*m_{("/ as. e

4, 1 reguiaﬂy do my errands within & 8 miles from my home.

]

5. T regularly de rny errands in the following surrounding cities and/or towns:

Somivilly, Cambpidye, Medborl, Makdes, Eucm”‘ ool €oslog

6. Iregularly drive on the following roadways:
_t/@?’ North/South between exits 29 and 34 in the Somerville-Medford areas of MA
___ Route 2, East/West in the. Cambridge/Arlington/Lexington areas of MA
Route 16, in the Everett-Revere areas of MA
_ L Route 1, in the Revere-Malden-Saugus aréas of MA
— Route 1A, in the Revere-Lynnway areas of MA

7. 1own the following propert (1es loca ed at:
SO =10y Elast Staes, Medfad ,MA

8. Iregularly listen to WIFD 97.3 FM at the following location(s), and I wish 1o centinue
to listen to WIFD 97.3 FM at these location(s):

_{-Athome.

__L-At my home location, either in the baekyard or in my car.

___’L-JG’ my way to-and-from ‘work.

_l_/ﬁfllnlc undertaking my errands.

_1_-While traveling to my property(ies).

_ (1793, North/South between exits 29 and 34 in the Somerville-Medford areas of MA

Route 2, East/West, in the Cambridge/Arlington/Lexington areas of MA

—{_Route 16, Bast/West, in the Everett-Rovere arcas of MA

__L_Réute 1, North/South, in the Revere-Malden-Saugus areas of MA

___ Route lA, Nort}ﬂSoﬁm,_ in the Revere-Lynnway areas of MA

|
I understand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications Commission.

Signature:

Date: ‘!7’//‘/ /3-0/’3




STATEMENT

. My name is Valdemar Da Silva and I reside at 24 Green Street, Woburn,
Massachusetts.

I regularly listen to WIFD-FM at my home.

. T'regularly drive to 83 Concord Ave, Somerville, Massachusetts.

I regularly drive and listen to WJFD-FM on Massachusetts interstate 93 North and
South, between exits 30 and 34, in the Somerville-Medford-Melrose municipal arcas

of Massachusetts.

I 'am a regular listener of WIFD-FM on those drives wish to continue to listen to.
WIFD-FM on those drives and at home.

. T understand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications
Commission.

Signature:

Date: Z76/f} 15 N




STATEMENT

My name is Jose Xavier, and I reside in Rehoboth, Massachusetts.

I regularly drive on the following roadways:
Massachusetts Route 2, in the Cambridge-Arlington-Belmont-Lexington

municipal areas, driving to/from 1-95, traveling westerly/easterly to/from Alewife
Brook Parkway in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Massachusetts interstate 93 North and South, along and/or between exits 29 and
34, in the Somerville-Medford-Melrose municipal arcas of Massachusetts.

Route US-1 North and South, through the Revere-Malden-Saugus municipal areas
of Massachusetts.

[ am a regular listener of WJFD-FM and wish to continue to listen to WIFD-FM
on my drives.

I understand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications
Commission.,

Signature:

3-16-18
Date:




STATEMENT

1. My name is Maria Mozes and I reside in Lawrence, Massachusetis.

2. Tregularly drive on Massachusetts interstate 93 North and South, between exits 32
and 34, in the Somerville-Medford-Melrose municipal areas of Massachusetts.

3. Tam aregular listener of WIFD-FM and wish to continue to listen to WJFD-FM on
those drives.

4. Tunderstand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications
Commission. ' - S Ny C

Signature: A4 Qe _jb{‘ug,,
Date: Ll' lé- 1 ¥

= g?ww - COQA—HMW LWewdin e due

QU‘ l‘v‘u» gw_.u’ae e e (e O Q’Lc €oan PQ’M"Q"-“:‘

Nodon & dwen 0 \/M e R~ Vi

Ca %@ MA(/LLL- ¥



STATEMENT

. My name is Antonio Virginio Carreiro and I reside in Fall River, Massachusetts.

1 regularly drive and listen to WIFD-FM on Massachusetts interstate 93 North and
South, between exits 29 and 34, in the Somerville-Medford-Melrose municipal areas
of Massachusetts.

. I'wish to continue to listen to WIFD-FM on my drive to and from work.

. I'understand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications
Commission.




STATEMENT
. My name is Gilda Simao and I reside at 145 Bell Rock Street, Everett, Massachusetts.
. I 'work at Boston College, Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts.

. Iregularly drive and listen to WIFD-FM from my home to my work.
. I wish to continue to listen to WJIFD-FM on 1ny drive.

. Tunderstand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications
Commission.

L = o
o
Signature: r;/; /CQL{(X {?;7 /FSLWM'Q,U

Date; 03u@9v£0/8‘




STATEMENT

. My name is Eduardo Chaves and I reside at 250 High Street, Medford, Massachusetts.
. Iregularly listen to WIFD-FM at my home.

. My place of employment is located in Boston.

. Iregularly drive and listen to WIFD-FM on my commute to work.

I regularly drive and listen to WIFD-FM on Massachusetts interstate 93 North and

South, between exits 32 and 29, in the Somerville-Medford municipal areas-of -
Massachusetts.

. I'wish to continue to listen to WIFD-FM on my drive and at my home.

.l understand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications
Commission.

Signature: —

| Date: k_?/zgl 20/5




STATEMENT

My name 1s Duarte Carvalho and I reside at 17 Carriage Lane, Wakefield,
Massachusetts, and regularly I drive on the following roadways:

. Massachusetts Route 2, in the Cambridge-Arlington-Belmont-Lexington municipal
areas of Massachusetts.

. Massachusetts interstate 93, North and South, between exits 29 and 34, in the
Somerville-Medford-Melrose municipal areas of Massachusetts.

. Route US-1 North and South, in the Saugus municipal area of Massachusetts.

. Tregularly travel to the following locations from my home:

4.1, 42 Adams Avenue, Saugus, Massachusetts

42, . 1 Broadway, Cambridge, Massachusetts

4.3. 414 Main Street, Watertown, Massachusetts

44, 49 Mount Auburn Street, Watertown, Massachusetts

- L 'am a regular listener of WJFD-FM and wish to continue to listen to WIFD-FM on
my drives. ' '

. lunderstand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications

Commission.
Signat %
Date: /7 47 aj / ks




STATEMENT

. My name is Ursulino Gouveia and I reside at 38 Mount Pleasant Street, Woburn,
Massachusetts. '

. Iregularly listen to WIFD-FM at my home.

. I'regularly do my errands in the following nearby cities/towns: Medford, Somerville
and Cambridge.

- 1 regularly listen to WJFD-FM while undertaking my errands.

. I'regularly drive and listen to_ WJF D-FM on Massachusetts interstate 93 North and

South, between exits 30 and 34, in the Somerville-Medford-Melrose mum(:lpal arcas
of Massachusetts.

I wish to continue to listen to WJFD-FM on my drive and at my home.

. Iunderstand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications
Commission.

Signature:wm GE))\NM
Date: 3“2 7 - 20/7




STATEMENT

My name is Manuel Santos and I reside at 162 Willow Road, Nahant, Massachusetts.

I park my automobile at the Wonderland MBTA station parking area in Revere,
Massachusetts as part of my commute to work. The Wondertand MBTA station is

located at 1300 N. Shore Drive, Revere, Massachusetts.

. From my home, I regularly drive to and on Route 1A in the Lynn-Revere-Nahant
areas of Massachusetts to the Wonderland MBTA station.

. I'am a regular listener of WJFD-FM and wish to continue to listen to WJFD-FM on
my drive to-and-from Revere.

. I'understand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications

Commission.
Signamrem
4 i
Date: /VM _925-‘2@)?




STATEMENT

. My name is Antonio Furtado and I reside in Raymond, New Hampshire.
. My Place of employment is in Boston, Massachusetts.

- Iregularly listen to WJFD-FM on my drive to-and-from my home and along

Massachusetts interstate 93 North and South, between exits 29 and 34, in the
Somerville-Medford-Melrose municipal areas of Massachusetts.

. I'wish to continue to listen to WJFD-FM on my drive.

. [understand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications
Commission.

Signature: _{/li Mﬂ/ 6})7W

Date: 4 245 2018




STATEMENT

My name is Antonio Correia, and I reside at 44 Wigglesworth Street, Malden,
Massachusetts.

My son and grandchildren reside in Billerica, Massachusetts.

. I regularly drive from my home to-and-from Billerica, Massachusetts by taking

Massachusetts interstate 93 North and South, between exits 32 and 34, in the
Medford-Melrose municipal areas of Massachusetts..

. I regularly 'dofi;ly errands in the following s;};oahding cities and/or towns: Medford,

Everet and Revere.

. 'am a regular listener of WIFD-FM and wish to continue to listen to WIFD-FM on

my drives.

. T'understand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications

Commission.

Signature: ﬁ [?m_ 4}) g%ﬂgcg@‘ _

£

Date: ?H 26 — 'l&’




[¥5)

STATEMENT

. My name is John Santos and I reside in Billerica, Massachusetts.

I regularly drive and listen to WJFD-FM on Massachusetts interstate 93 North and
South in the Somerville-Medford-Melrose municipal areas of Massachusetts.

I wish to continue to listen to WJFD-FM on my drive.

I understand that this statement may be submitted to the Federal Communications

Commission.
. Signature: V%% FS;ZW

Date: ..é’}}pm"/ élg 20 /8
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State of Rhove Igland and Providence Plantations

SENATOR
DANIEL Da PONTE

District 14

Committee on Finance

Room 212 State House

Providence, Rhode Island, 02903 Committee on Rules, Government Ethics

and
Oversight

Office: 401-276-5510
Fax: 401-222-4263 %enate @bamher

Email: sen-daponte@rilegislature.gov

May 8, 2018

The Honorable Ajit Pai

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Pai:

| am writing to you as a State Senator from Rhode Island that has had the honor of representing
the City of East Providence and the Portuguese-American community in Rhode Island since
1999. | have been an active leader in the Portuguese-American community on a statewide level

and intimately involved in supporting Portuguese initiatives and celebrations prior to and since
being elected to public office.

| am writing to you in regards to the Commission’s proposed modification of Section
74.1203(a)(3) that would adversely affect many listeners of WIFD, who have relied upon WIFD's
uniquely important broadcasts for over 35 years. | make these comments on the basis of my
personal knowledge and on the basis of my position as a State Senator.

WIJFD has been a significant presence in the Portuguese communities in the State of Rhode
Island since its inception. As the only 50,000 watts Portuguese radio station in the United
States, WIFD is relied on by hundreds of thousands for live daily news transmissions from
Portugal, important community service bulletins and events, and a deep cross section of
Portuguese music entertainment for all ages.

During the several waves of immigration that occurred éluring the 60’s, 70's and 80’s, most
immigrants settled in the urban core of Providence and surrounding cities. As their economic
prospects improved they began moving to other parts of the state, including northern Rhode
Island which would be adversely affected by any proposed modification. | am an almost daily
listener to WIFD and listen during my travels through the Route 146 corridor that connects
Providence, Rhode Island and Worcester, Massachusetts. WJFD is not solely focused on the



Portuguese speaking community and has been an important partner for English speaking
community organizations, elected officials and businesses that advertise to a large audience.

The Rhode Island Day of Portugal committee is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization that has been
promoting and hosting annual cultural events in Rhode Island for forty-one years. In June, the
yearlong events culminate into the largest Portuguese-American weekend festival in Rhode
Island where many ethnic groups join in celebrating Portuguese culture, language and
traditions. The events draw thousands of participants from Rhode Island, Massachusetts and
neighboring states. The success of this annual event depends in part on the sustained
promotional campaign on WIFD, including the Providence/Worcester corridor that would be
adversely impacted by the proposed modifications.

For the foregoing reasons, | hereby request that the Commission not adopt the proposed

modification to Section 74.1203(a)(3) “to state that no complaint of actual interference will be

considered actionable if the alleged interference occurs outside the desired station’s 54 dBu
contour.”

Please accept my appreciation for your time and consideration in accepting my concerns.

Sincerely,

Do o BA-

Senator Daniel Da Ponte
East Providence, Rhode Island

DD/moj



Connress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

July 12,2018

Ajit Pai, Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

RE: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking - MB Docket No. 18-119/FCC 18-60
Dear Chairman Pai:

We are writing to oppose the portion of your proposed rule that would prohibit existing
broadcasters from contesting FM translators on their frequency if the translator is located outside
the broadcaster’s 54 dBu contour. Local, culturally important independent broadcasters located
in gateway cities in our districts could be threatened by this rule change if they are not allowed to
challenge FM translators emanating from central locations such as the Boston area.

For instance, WJFD-FM is an excellent example of an independent station with a strong history
of serving the Portuguese-speaking population of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. As a 50,000-
watt station, WIFD provides Portuguese news, music, and cultural programming that is
accessible as far north as New Hampshire and as far west as Central Connecticut. WIFD
provides a community resource to the many Portuguese-speaking residents of our districts and
throughout southern New England. Recently, the community celebrated a very special Day of
Portugal featuring a visit form the President of Portugal. The event included celebrating crowds
not only in New Bedford and Fall River, but also in the capital cities of Boston and Providence,
many of whom no doubt heard about the visit on WJFD.

WIFD reports that it has successfully opposed previous FM translator applications on its 97.3
frequency throughout its coverage area. If the proposed rule passes as drafted, the station is
concerned it would no longer be able to ensure the clarity of its signal throughout southern New
England, fundamentally harming WJFD’s unique role as a cultural focal point for the Portuguese
diaspora in the Northeast. Other independent stations in our districts also could suffer from the
inability to protect their signals from FM translators.

The proposed rule states that this change would benefit less populous areas “where translators
may offer the only local broadcast services.” Clearly this is not the case in Massachusetts, where
a relatively dense population means a crowded FM band, and where interference beyond the 54
dBp contour renders a station like WIFD less viable. Therefore, we wish to register our
opposition to this portion of the proposed rule that would undermine the work of local stations,
and ask the Commission’s fair and full consideration of efforts to retain the local broadcaster’s
ability to contest FM translators on their frequency.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



Thank you for your attention to this matter. Should you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to reach out to Michael Jackman with Congressman Keating’s office at
Michael.Jackman(@mail.house.gov or (508) 746-9000.

/,{sz C,-—-— 2>

111 1 R. Keating TesephP. Kennedy, il
“MBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS
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m UMass Dartmouth

FERREIRA-MENDES o _
PORTUGUESE-AMERICAN ARCHIVES Claire T. Carney Library

May 9, 2018

The Honorable Ajit Pai, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re: WIFD and the Proposed Modifications of Section 74.1203(a)(3)
Dear Chairman Pai:

| am writing to you in my capacity as a member of the Portuguese-speaking community of
Southeastern Massachusetts, a member of the Advisory Council of the Center for Portuguese
Studies and Culture at the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth, the faculty director of the
Ferreira-Mendes Portuguese-American Archives at the same university, a sociologist who has
been studying and publishing about Portuguese-speaking groups in the U.S. for over 30 years,
and as a listener of radio station WIFD, with a very urgent request: Please do not let the
Federal Communications Commission adopt a rule that will prevent Portuguese speakers
residing in the Boston Metro Area and adjacent communities from being able to listen to WJFD.

My reason for this request is that this modification would negatively affect the ability of
Portuguese-language radio station WJFD of New Bedford, Mass., to reach its thousands of
listeners in these areas, thereby having a profound negative impact on the survival of
Portuguese-speaking cultures in the U.S. and the capacity of Portuguese speakers to participate
in U.S. civic life as well informed citizens.

For over two centuries, the Portuguese have been settling in the Providence-Fall River-New
Bedford Metropolitan Statistical Area, attracted initially by the whaling industry and later on by
textiles and other types of manufacturing. Since the last quarter of the 20" century they have
been joined by other Portuguese-speaking groups. As a result, in this area of over 1.6 million
residents, about 19% or almost 300,000 are of Portuguese and Cabo Verdean ancestry (The U.S.
Census does not provide data for other Portuguese-speaking groups, including Brazilians), and
Portuguese is the third most-spoken language at home.

This area contains the highest concentration of WIFD listeners, but certainly far from all of
them. In fact, as can be verified by U.S. Census data, in the last forty years, with the decline of
manufacturing in areas of original settlement, and the increase in the cost of real estate in the
Boston area, Portuguese-speakers have moved in large numbers away from their traditional
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ethnic neighborhoods and into outlying geographical areas. As a result, large numbers of
Portuguese speakers and WIJFD listeners are also found in the Boston Metro Area, as well as in
many other outlying communities in Massachusetts, such as Loweli and Peabody where, again,
Portuguese is the third most-spoken language at home.

As a sociologist who studies immigration and ethnicity, | am keenly aware of the important role
played by ethnic media in the forging and maintenance of ethnic culture and identity, as well as
the fostering of diversity, inclusion and integration into mainstream American society. As
various studies of immigrants have shown, unless some form of regular contact with the
original culture is maintained, and individuals are able to receive information in their own
language, as the process of geographical dispersion accelerates so does the weakening of
ethnic ties, culture, identity and civic participation.

In the case of Portuguese speakers in Massachusetts, for the past 43 years, WJFD has been
providing that regular contact with original culture and other co-ethnics living in the U.S., while
supplying the information they need for successful integration into American society.
Moreover, currently, WJFD is the only Portuguese-language radio station reaching Portuguese-
speaking communities outside the Providence-Fall River-New Bedford Metropolitan Statistical
Area. If the proposed modification of Section 74.1203 (a) (3) goes through, Portuguese-
speakers in these outlying areas will no longer receive daily news from their homelands in
Portugal, especially the Azores, and Cabo Verde; they will not learn about the various festivals
and other religious and cultural events taking place in other co-ethnic communities throughout
the U.S.; they will lose the opportunity to be aware of current public issues affecting
Portuguese speakers in the U.S.; and they will be less informed about what is going on in the
U.S. and the world. In sum, they will lose their culture and their ethnic identity, contributing to
the impoverishment of American culture as a whole, while having their ability to be well-
informed American citizens curtailed.

Please do not let this happen. Please stop the Federal Communications Commission from
adopting a rule with such a significant adverse impact on these WJFD listeners.

Sincerely,

Morie i 5%

Maria Glérfa de Sa, Ph.D.

Associate Professor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology
Faculty Director, Ferreira-Mendes Portuguese-American Archives
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth

285 Old Westport Road

N. Dartmouth, MA 02747



May 8, 2018

The Honorable Ajit Pai

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12t Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

RE: Docket N2 18-119 and WJFD
Dear Chairman Pai:

[ am writing you regarding the Commission’s proposed modification to
Section 74.1203(a)(3) that would compromise the broadcast range of WJFD 97.3
FM, the 50,000-watt radio station broadcasting in Portuguese to southeastern New
England. My interest in WJFD is both personal and professional; not only was [ born
and raised in the area in which the station broadcasts to a wide range of listeners (I
remember listening to WJFD as early as December of 1984), | also work as an
associate professor of Portuguese at the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth, the
local public university. From my contact with students from all over the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, [ know how important a cultural resource this
radio station is, whether they live in Peabody north of Boston, in the smaller towns
of central Massachusetts, in the important Portuguese-American and Cade Verdean-
American communities on Cape Cod and the Islands, or in nearby Rhode Island,
where I currently reside.

Portuguese-speaking community members rely on WJFD for news, music,
sports, and community interest programming from interview and call-in shows to
coverage of traditional religious festivals. I am concerned that any modification to
the broadcast range of the station would have a deleterious effect on access to the
news and information that this station provides to so many listeners both in
Portuguese-speaking population centers in the region and beyond. I cannot express
how important this station is to me as part of my cultural identity, both as a
Portuguese-speaking resident of New England, and as a US citizen committed to
promoting the free and open expression of a wide range of ideas and cultural
perspectives. For all of these reasons, I request that the Commission not adopt the
proposed modification specified above and not allow any infringement of WJFD’s 54
dBu contour.

Respectfully,
Christopher Larkosh

Associate Professor of Portuguese
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth
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