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L O U I S  S C H W A R T Z  
 ( 1 9 1 8 - 2 0 0 4 )  

 
  R O B E R T  A .  W O O D S  

  ( 1 9 3 1 - 2 0 1 1 )  

 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
The Portals Building, Room TW-B204 
445-12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C.   20554 
 

Re: Statement of Pamal Broadcasting, Ltd. 
       MB Dockets No. 09-182 and 14-50 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

Pamal Broadcasting, Ltd. (“Pamal”) hereby urges you to change the methodology 
used in the analysis of multiple ownership compliance for stations located in an 
“embedded market.”  Pamal has for 30 years been a family-owned radio broadcaster.  It 
currently operates stations in medium-to-small markets in the Northeast.  Its stations, 
licensed to its subsidiary 6 Johnson Road Licenses, Inc., include WHUD(FM), Peekskill, 
WXPK(FM), Briarcliff Manor, and WSPK(FM), Poughkeepsie, all home to the Hudson 
Valley market, which is embedded in the New York market.  

 
While Pamal has an interest in three stations in an embedded market, it has no 

ownership interest in any station licensed to any county in the core of the New York 
market.  If Pamal were to seek to acquire an interest in a separate embedded market or 
to sell a station to an entity with an interest in another embedded market, the fact that 
both markets are embedded in the New York market should not be a factor in the 
multiple ownership analysis.  The Commission should establish a presumption in 
evaluating the acquisition of a station in an embedded market by a prospective owner 
with no attributable interest in any station licensed to any county in the core of the 
market (a county that is not home to one of the embedded markets), that ownership is 
to be evaluated only in the embedded market.  It would not be sufficient to implement 
this common sense analysis through case-by-case review, which would result in delay 
and unnecessary Commission processing.  The prospect of delay in the processing of a 
license assignment application can result in an inability to negotiate a transaction.  
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Actual delay in proceeding of a negotiated transaction can result in a station losing 
momentum while awaiting a decision to the detriment of employees and advertisers and 
ultimately the community.  A clear signal of a change in the processing standard is 
needed, establishing a presumption that ownership in peripheral embedded markets is 
permissible when the larger metropolitan market is not affected. 

 
Pamal has reviewed the filings of Connoisseur Media LLC (“Connoisseur”) in this 

proceeding.  Connoisseur has shown in detail in its Comments, ex parte filings, and 
Supplemental Statement that economic and demographic data strongly support a 
finding that the embedded markets are economically and demographically independent 
from each other; that stations in one embedded market do not compete with stations in 
other embedded markets; and that radio revenues in embedded markets are depressed 
when compared with other similarly sized markets.  The need for a policy change is 
manifest.  Pamal is filing this Statement to underscore the fact that it is the industry, not 
just one licensee, that is adversely affected by the current standard and relief is 
essential in the form of the requested processing presumption. 

 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
      
     PAMAL BROADCASTING, LTD. 
 
 
     By: _______________________________ 
      Lawrence M. Miller  
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