
Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Applications of Tribune Media Company
(Transferor)

and

Sinclair Broadcast Group, Inc.
(Transferee)

For Transfer of Control of Tribune Media
Company and Certain Subsidiaries,
WDCW(TV), et. at.

and

For Assignment of Certain Licenses from
Tribune Media Company and Certain
Subsidiaries

MB Docket No. 17-179

File No. BTCCDT-20170626AGW, et. at.

To: Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Attn: Chief Administrative Law Judge Richard L. Sippel

ENFORCEMENT BUREAU'S RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL OF
APPLICATIONS AND MOTION TO TERMINATE HEARING

1.

	

On June 28, 2017, Sinclair Broadcast Group, Inc. (Sinclair) and Tribune Media

Company (Tribune) filed the above-captioned applications to transfer control of Tribune

subsidiaries to Sinclair. On July 19, 2018, the Commission designated those applications for

hearing before the Chief Administrative Law Judge to determine, inter alia, whether those

"applications should be granted or denied." On August 9, 2018, Sinclair notified the

'Hearing Designation Order, MB Docket 17-179 (rel. Jul. 19, 2018) at para. 3.



Commission that the applicants would no longer be pursuing the transaction which triggered the

filing of the applications designated for hearing and that it sought dismissal of those applications

with prejudice and termination of the hearing proceeding.2 Sinclair subsequently filed a Notice

of Withdrawal of Applications and Motion to Terminate Hearing (Notice) in this proceeding.3

The Chief, Enforcement Bureau (Bureau), through her attorneys, hereby respectfully responds to

Sinclair's Notice.

2.

	

In its pleading, Sinclair requests that the Chief Administrative Law Judge

terminate the hearing proceeding because the merger agreement between Sinclair and Tribune

has been terminated; Sinclair and Tribune are no longer pursuing the transaction; and neither

party will seek to re-file the applications.4 The Bureau notes, however, that before the hearing

can be terminated, the Chief Administrative Law Judge must dispose of the designated

	

applications. Although Sinclair's pleading states that the applications "have been withdrawn"

and are to be dismissed with prejudice, it fails to specifically seek such relief from the Chief

Administrative Law Judge. Despite this oversight, the Bureau understands from the pleading

that it is Sinclair's intention to have the designated applications dismissed with prejudice.

3.

	

Accordingly, because the merger agreement between Sinclair and Tribune has

been terminated; Sinclair wishes to dismiss the designated applications with prejudice; and

neither applicant will seek to re-file those applications, the Bureau does not oppose dismissal of

the designated applications with prejudice and concurrent termination of the hearing proceeding.

2 See Letter from Miles S. Mason, Counsel for Sinclair, to Marlene H. Dortch, Federal Communications
Commission, dated Aug. 9, 2018.

See Notice of Withdrawal of Applications and Motion to Terminate Hearing, filed Aug. 9, 2018.
' See Id. at 1-2.

See Id. at 1.
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Respectfully submitted,

Rosemary C. Harold
Chief, Enforcement Bureau

Pamela S. Kane
Special Counsel
Investigations and Hearings Division
Enforcement Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW, Room 4-C330
Washington, D.C. 20554
(202) 418-1420

Michael Engel
Special Counsel
Market Disputes Resolution Division
Enforcement Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW, Room 4-C366
Washington, D.C. 20554
(202) 418-7330

August 10, 2018
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pamela S. Kane certifies that she has on this 10th day of August, 2018 sent copies of the

foregoing "ENFORCEMENT BUREAU'S RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL OF

APPLICATIONS AND MOTION TO TERMINATE HEARING" via first-class mail to:

The Honorable Richard L. Sippel
Chief Adminstrative Law Judge
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554 (by hand, courtesy copy)

Miles S. Mason
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
1200 17th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

Counsel for Sinclair Broadcast Group, Inc.

Mace Rosenstein
Covington & Burling LLP
One City Center
850 10th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20001

Counsel for Tribune Media Company

Scott R. Flick
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
1200 17th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

Counsel for Dallas (KDAF-TV) Licensee, Inc. and Houston (KIAH-TV) Licensee, Inc.

Michael D. Nilsson
Harris, Wiltshire & Grannis LLP
1919 M Street, NW
The Eighth Floor
Washington, DC 20036

Counsel for American Cable Association
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Cheryl A. Leanza
United Church of Christ, OC Inc.
100 Maryland Aye, NE
Suite 330
Washington DC 20002

United Church of Christ, OC Inc.

Francella Ochillo, Esq.
National Hispanic Media Coalition
65 South Grand Avenue
Suite 200
Pasadena, CA 91105

Counsel for National Hispanic Media Coalition

Yosef Getachew
Director of Media and Democracy Program
Common Cause
805 15th Street NW
Washington, DC 20005

Common Cause

Pantelis Michalopoulos
Steptoe & Johnson LLP
1330 Connecticut Aye, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Counsel for DISH Network, LLC

Phillip Berenbroick
Senior Policy Counsel
Public Knowledge
1818 N Street NW
Suite 410
Washington, DC 20036

Counsel for Public Knowledge
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Dana J. Floberg
Free Press
1025 Connecticut Ave NW
Suite 1110
Washington D.C., 20036

Free Press

Steven K. Berry
Competitive Carriers Association
805 15th Street NW, Suite 401
Washington, DC 20005

Competitive Carriers Association

Jonathan D. Schiller
Boies Schiller Flexner LLP
575 Lexington Aye, 7th Floor
New York, NY 10022

Counsel for Newsmax Media, Inc.

Marissa G. Repp
Repp Law Firm
1629 K Street, NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20006-1631

Counsel for Steinman Communications

Susan L. Satter
Office of the Illinois Attorney General
100 West Randolph Street
Chicago, Illinois 60601

Office of the Illinois Attorney General

Michael Fletcher
RIDE Television Network
1025 S. Jennings Ave.
Fort Worth, TX 76104

RIDE Television Network
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Dave Twedell
International Cinernatographers Guild
7755 Sunset Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90046

International Cinematographers Guild

Jill Canfield
NTCA - The Rural Broadband Association
4121 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 1000 Arlington, VA 22203

NTCA - The Rural Broadband Association

David Goodfriend
Sports Fans Coalition
1300 19th Street NW, Suite 500
Washington, DC 20036

Sports Fans Coalition

Daphna Edwards Ziman
Cinemoi
6380 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 910
Los Angeles, CA 90048

Cinemoi

Brian Thorn
Communications Workers of America
501 Third Street NW
Washington, DC 20001

Communications Workers of America

Steven B. Fader
WGN TV, LLC
1 Olympic Place
Suite 1200
Towson, MD 21204

WGN TV, LLC
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Howard Weiss
Herndon-Reston Indivisible
3061 Mt. Vernon Avenue
#N405
Alexandria, VA 222305

Herndon-Reston Indivisible
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