
 
 
Anne Lucey 
CBS Government Affairs 
801 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 450 
Washington, D.C.  20004-2601 
 
 

August 12, 2016 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING  
 
Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC  20554 
 

Re: Notice of Ex Parte Presentation: In the Matter of Expanding Consumers’ 
Video Navigation Choices, MB Docket No. 16-42; Commercial Availability of 
Navigation Devices, CS Docket No. 97-80 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

 On August 10, 2016, Marc DeBevoise, Ray Hopkins, John Orlando, 
Nicole Paolini-Subramanya, Rob Rosenberg, Joe St. Jean and the undersigned, all of 
CBS Corporation/Showtime, participated in a conference call with Louisa Terrell and 
Jessica Almond of Chairman Wheeler’s office and Scott Jordan of the Office of 
Strategic Planning & Policy Analysis.  There was a follow-up call with a subset of this 
group on August 11.   

 
The purpose of the calls, at the invitation of the Chairman’s office, was to listen 

to a discussion of the framework for a revised approach in this proceeding that would 
rely on apps designed and controlled exclusively by MVPDs.  This approach would 
help ensure that our valuable content and services remain inside of, and under the 
control of, MVPDs with whom we have a direct contractual relationship for the 
distribution of our product.  This approach would also mean that third-party devices 
and platforms would have to honor and abide by all the terms and conditions set forth 
in programmers’ agreements with MVPDs, as well as any other restrictions pertaining 
to our content that may not be covered by such agreements. 

 
On these calls, we reiterated the importance of porting our contractual 

provisions with MVPDs in the set-top box world to the app world.  We noted that one 
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provision that may not readily port over to the app world relates to viewer 
measurement data, which has technical delivery differences in the two worlds.  This 
element must be properly addressed.  We also noted our concern about entitlement 
data being released to third parties.  And we emphasized that it is critical that any 
license that a third party need execute to host an app be one that has been drafted 
exclusively by MVPDs and programmers, as it is our services and content that is being 
licensed. 

 
Finally, we expressed support for the approach that provides that programming 

at all times remain inside of an MVPD-controlled app and that honors the sanctity of 
our contracts and content rights.  We expressed that we would continue to work with 
the Commission and with MVPDs as this proceeding moves forward.   

 
Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the FCC’s rules, this letter is being filed via 

ECFS, and a copy will be provided via email to the individuals listed below.  Please 
contact me if you have any questions regarding this notice. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
  
cc via email: Jessica Almond  

Scott Jordan  
Louisa Terrell       


