
August 17, 2016 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 

Secretary 

Federal Communications Commission 

445 12th Street, SW 

Washington, DC  20554 

Re:  Business Data Services in an Internet Protocol Environment, WC Docket No. 16-143; 

Special Access Rates for Price Cap Local Exchange Carriers, WC Docket No. 05-25; 

AT&T Corp. Petition for Rulemaking to Reform Regulation of Incumbent Local Exchange 

Carrier Rates for Interstate Special Access Services, RM-10593 

Dear Ms. Dortch, 

On August 15, 2016, on behalf of Windstream Services, LLC (“Windstream”), I spoke 

with Wireline Competition Bureau Chief Matthew DelNero about the above-referenced 

proceedings.  I discussed with Mr. DelNero the points made in Windstream’s reply comments 

regarding the importance of ensuring that any benchmarks were sufficiently inclusive so that 

they could not be evaded, and that, critically for competition, Verizon and INCOMPAS had 

agreed that rate reductions should be real and not just reductions on paper.1  Furthermore, I stated 

that in his declaration attached to Windstream’s reply comments, Dr. Robert Willig outlined the 

economic basis and importance of a wholesale rate below retail rates for business data services in 

ensuring that downstream efficient competition could be preserved in the face of market power 

by market-leading business data service providers.2 

Please contact me if you have any questions or require any additional information. 

Sincerely, 

John T. Nakahata 

Counsel to Windstream Services, LLC 

cc: Matthew DelNero 
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See Reply Comments of Windstream Services on the Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 

at 12-13, WC Docket Nos. 16-143, 05-25, RM-10593 (filed Aug. 9, 2016) (“Windstream 

Aug. 9, 2016 Reply Comments”). 

See Declaration of Robert D. Willig, appended as Attachment B to Windstream Aug. 9, 2016 

Reply Comments.  
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