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To the Commission:

Comments from Daniel L. Ransom, PE,
Amateur Radio Extra Class Operator
ARS K7MM

Introduction

[bookmark: _GoBack]	In consideration to the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) filed by the American Radio Relay League, Inc. (ARRL), to amend Part 97 of the Commission’s Rules regarding technical standards applicable to data communications that may be transmitted in the Amateur Radio Service  these are my comments.    I am a Professional Engineer and I am an Extra Class amateur radio operator and have been a licensee for nearly 50 years.  I have participated in many of the digital communications methods (HF PacTOR, VHF/UHF packet, 5.8 GHz IP digital stations) available to the amateur service and I am familiar with the impacts of the baud-rate limitation and its impacts on the amateur-radio service. 

Comments
I support the changes that are requested in the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking eliminating the baud-rate limitations.   I SUPPORT the Commission’s decline of the proposal of a bandwidth limitation on data emissions on the MF/HF bands.
Discussion

	As noted in the NPRM technological advances over the years have afforded the amateur service with opportunities to advance the art of digital communications using our HF and VHF spectrum allocations.  However, baud limitations have constrained us to data rates that are no longer conducive to fulfilling our directives in the modern world.  I am in agreement with all points noted in section 8 of the NPRM that describe the intended improvements the eliminations of the baud rate restrictions would serve.
	The commission has noted a concern of congestion with the elimination of the baud rate limitations and I share this concern.   Amateur radio operators have shown over the years that we CAN regulate ourselves effectively (one example is band plans).   
	Modes such as PacTOR IV communication will be essential for emergency traffic dissemination, especially here in the earthquake-prone Puget Sound region of North America where my station is located.  
The Commission’s viewpoint is correct:  that bandwidth limitations constrain data throughputs which is the purpose of this proposal. 
	
Conclusion

	I support the changes that are requested in the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) eliminating the baud-rate limitations.  Removal of these baud-rate limitations will allow the Amateur community the opportunity to experience modern data methods while also allowing us to fulfill our other directives.    I SUPPORT the Commission’s decline of the proposal of a bandwidth limitation on data emissions on the MF/HF bands to 2.8 KHz.  Removal of the baud-rate limitations without setting bandwidth guidelines will lead to more effective emergency communication.  
Respectfully submitted this day August 19th, 2016.
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