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Re: Business Data Services in an Internet Protocol Environment, WC Docket No. 

16-143; Special Access Rates for Price Cap Local Exchange Carriers, WC Docket 
No. 05-25 and RM-10593 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

On August 17, 2016, Curtis Groves and I of Verizon and Evan Leo of Kellogg, Huber, 
Hansen, Todd, Evans, and Figel on behalf of Verizon met with Travis Litman, Legal Advisor to 
Commissioner Rosenworcel, to discuss the above-captioned proceedings.  In the meeting we 
agreed with the Commission that “business data services are telecommunications services, 
regardless of the provider supplying the service” and that all “BDS providers are therefore 
common carriers.”1  We explained that cable providers sell Business Data Services the same way 
other providers sell these services, and that the way they offer it is common carriage.  We also 
explained that negotiating individualized contractual terms does not change a common-carriage 
service into private carriage.  Nor can a provider simply assert a service is private carriage and 
make it so.  Under both the statutory test and the common-law test, cable providers’ Business 
Data Services are common-carriage offerings.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
cc: Travis Litman 

                                                 
1  Business Data Services in an Internet Protocol Environment, Tariff Investigation Order 
and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 31 FCC Rcd 4723, ¶ 257 (2016) (“FNPRM”).  
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