August 22, 2017

To: Federal Communications Commission


Comment on 17-179


I urge you to deny the application of Sinclair Broadcasting for approval to acquire Tribune.  The proposed transaction will significantly alter the balance of media coverage local media markets throughout the country. This merger will result in 70% of local news stations to being owned by an organization with a partisan agenda, a reputation for underfunding its affiliates and relying on infomercial-style segments.  We need strong local news-gathering and editorial independence in every state in our nation.

Further, Sinclair requires its stations to render its opinions under the guise of news reporting and thus will deprive communities throughout the USA of a well-established, credible and neutral news sources. Maintaining a diverse media market is critical to the future success of each and every state and therefore the entire country.  The diversity of ownership ensure the diversity of ideas and therefore a free press. Preserving this should be paramount in the FCC's decision

[bookmark: _GoBack]The acquisition creates a virtual monopoly with Sinclair reaching 72% of the population by having more than 200 full power stations. No single organization, be it government or private, should own a controlling interest in any one form of media. I strongly urge you to maintain the long-held tradition of fairness in broadcasting. Keep individual share at 39%. Please help keep the U.S. a place where informed, open-minded debate and a democracy of ideas thrive. Thank you for your time.



S. Joy Gaines
