

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch				
August 25, 2016
Page 2 of 2

[image: logo_450]


August 25, 2016

Chris Nierman
 (202) 457-8815
cnierman@gci.com


Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554
2550 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037

Re: 	Notice of Ex Parte: Connect America Fund, WC Docket No. 10-90; Universal Service Reform Mobility Fund, WT Docket No. 10-208

Dear Ms. Dortch:

	On August 23, 2016, I had a phone conversation with David Grossman, Chief of Staff and Media Policy Advisor to Commissioner Mignon Clyburn, regarding the adoption of the Alaska Plan.  Consistent with the advocacy of General Communication, Inc. (GCI) throughout the above-referenced proceedings, I explained that the Alaska Plan is a concrete, practical, enforceable solution to maintain, upgrade, and expand broadband and mobile services in remote areas of Alaska.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Specifically, I told Mr. Grossman that the Alaska Plan will bring real world improvement to the lives of underserved communities in rural Alaska.  I explained that the Alaska Plan is the best, near-term practical method to incent continued and increased private investment in middle-mile facilities in rural parts of the State, and further that any concerns over subsidizing two carriers in any particular area will be addressed in an Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and nonetheless should not outweigh the practical benefits of the Alaska Plan.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  	See Letter from John Nakahata, Counsel to GCI, to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, FCC, WC Docket Nos. 10-90, 10-208 (May 3, 2016) (attached). ] 


	Please contact me with any questions.










Respectfully submitted,
[image: ]___________________
Chris Nierman
Senior Counsel, Federal Affairs
General Communication, Inc.
1900 L St., N.W., Suite 700
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 457-8815


cc:	David Grossman
1900 L Street, N.W., Suite 700 ● Washington, D.C. 20036
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