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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of )
) 

Schools and Libraries ) CC Docket No. 02-6

Universal Service Support Mechanism )

)
Request for Waiver by ) Application No. 161011907
Carroll County School District )
Regarding a Funding Decision by the )
Universal Service Administrative Company ) 

Petition for Waiver

In accordance with sections 54.719 through 54.722 of the Commission's rules,1 Carroll 

County School District2 (CCPS) requests a Federal Communications Commission (

Commission ) review of a Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) decision to 

reduce funding pertaining to a Funding Year 2016 FCC Form 472 Billed Entity Applicant 

Reimbur 3 USAC was 

partially incorrect in its review of service provider bills and gave CCPS no notification, nor 

opportunity to provide clarificatio For the reasons detailed 

below, CCPS respectfully requests that the Commission extend the invoice deadline for the 

1 47 C.F.R. § 54.719(b), (c); 47 C.F.R. § 54.722(a).
2 Billed Entity Number 126369.
3 SLD Invoice #2777988, seeking reimbursement of committed Basic Maintenance of Internal Connections charges 
associated with FRN 1699098468.
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funding request at issue, and to the extent necessary, waive Section 54.514(a) and (b)4, and 

waive any other rules necessary to effectuate its grant of this request for waiver.5

I. Background

On February 23, 2018, E- -Rate Consultant, 

submitted a BEAR, SLD Invoice #2777988, to USAC seeking reimbursement of committed 

Basic Maintenance of Internal Connections (BMIC) costs incurred by CCPS during funding year 

2016.  On May 7, 2018, 73 days later, EES received an email from a USAC Invoice Reviewer 

requesting copies of the service provider bills supporting the requested reimbursement.  The 

response was submitted to the USAC Invoice Reviewer on May 15, 2018, which included the 

service provider bills and a reconciliation spreadsheet.6

While reviewing information downloaded from USA

2018, EES noted that USAC had authorized disbursement of $31,647.33, which was $24,983.25 

less than the amount requested for reimbursement on SLD Invoice #2777988.  On July 3, 2018 

r, dated June 27, 2018.7

5 Because USAC lacks the authority to waive the
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-Rate 

Productivity Center (EPC) requesting an explanation of the product(s) or service(s) that were 

, 27-days after receiving the 

request, USAC Customer Service provided what they claimed was

exactly what was removed from 8 Upon further review, including recent 

USAC funding decisions and eligibility information obtained from the equipement 

manufacturers

charges for a number of eligible BMIC charges.  A revised bill reconciliation shows 

reimbursements totaling approximately $5,415.52 for eligible BMIC charges that were 

incorrectly omitted by the USAC Invoice Reviewer.9

I. WAIVER IS APPROPRIATE BECAUSE THIS ISSUE SHOULD HAVE BEEN 
RESOLVED WITH USAC

The Commision has recently granted requests for waiver that are similar in nature to this 

request.  This appeal would not have been necessary if USAC had notified CCPS it intended to 

modify the requested reimbursement, and provided an opportunity to provide clarification, as is 

the customary process USAC Program Integrity Assurance (PIA) follows during the FCC Form 

471 application review process. Accordingly, CCPS respectfully requests that the Commission 

waive section 54.514 of its rules, consistent with its precedent, and direct USAC to approve an 

additional Invoice Deadline Extension for FRN 1699098468.
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Additionally, we are requesting the Commission waive section 54.720 of its rules due to

the 27-days it took USAC Customer Service to provide the additional information.  This 

amounted to nearly half of the 60-days in which an affected party is given to request a review or 

waiver of an Administrative decision.10

rules may be waived if good cause is shown.11 The 

Commission may exercise its discretion to waive a rule where the particular facts make strict 

compliance inconsistent with the public interest.12 In addition, the Commission may take into 

account considerations of hardship, equity, or more effective implementation of overall policy on 

an individual basis.13

In its June 29, 2018 streamlined resolution of requests related to actions by the Universal 

Service Administrative Company, the Wireline Competition Bureau (Bureau) granted two 

requests for waiver o

the Commission should have been resolved with USAC before the petitioner resorted to filing an 

14 These decisions are the most recent in a long history of orders showing the 

10 See Requests for Review and/or Waiver of Decisions of the Universal Service Administrator by ABC Unified 
School District et al.; Schools and Libraries Universal Service Support Mechanism, CC Docket No. 02-6, Order, 26 
FCC Rcd 11019, 11019, para. 2 (WCB 2011) (ABC Unified Order) (granting waivers of filing deadline for appeals 
because they submitted their appeals or waiver requests within a reasonable period of time after receiving actual 

11 47 C.F.R. § 1.3.
12 Northeast Cellular Tel. Co. v. FCC, 897 F.2d 1164, 1166 (D.C. Cir. 1990) (Northeast Cellular)
13 WAIT Radio v. FCC, 418 F.2d 1153, 1159 (D.C. Cir. 1969); Northeast Cellular, 897 F.2d at 1166.
14 Streamlined Resolution of Requests Related to Actions By the Universal Service Administrative Company, CC 
Docket No. 02-6, WC Docket No. 06-122, Public Notice, DA 18-672, at 4 n.11 (rel. June 29, 2018) (citing Requests 
for Review of Decisions of the Universal Service Administrator by Savannah R-III School District; Schools and 
Libraries Universal Service Support Mechanism, CC Docket No. 02-6, Order, 23 FCC Rcd 12053, 12057 n.30 
(Wireline Comp. Bur. 2008)).
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the applicant before issuing a funding decision. In light of this precedent, the issue in the instant 

appeal is one that USAC clearly should have attempted to resolve with the applicant before 

reducing reimbursement request.

II. CONCLUSION

For the aforementioned reasons, we request that the Commission grant our request for 

waiver of the limit to a single deadline extension, and direct USAC to approve an additional 

Invoice Deadline Extension for FRN 1699098468.  In addition, CCPS request the Commission 

waive whatever other rules may be necessary to effectuate its grant of this appeal.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of
Carrol County School District, 

/s/ Christopher M. Lenhardt

Chris Lenhardt
E-Rate Elite Services, Inc.
clenhardt@erateelite.com
410-902-5800 ext 102
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Attachment: 16CCSD PIA_5245 Invoice Review Skyline.pdf 08/27/2018
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Attachment:16CCPS Bill_1699098468 BMIC Skyline Reconciliation.xls
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