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August 30, 2016

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Connect America Fund, WC Docket No. 10-90

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On August 10 the Wireline Competition Bureau (WCB) released Public Notice DA 16-908,1
identifying a preliminary list of census blocks deemed initially eligible for the Connect America
Phase Il auction. Premier Communications requests the list of eligible census blocks be updated
as appropriate to include qualifying extremely high-cost (EHC) census blocks in the study area of
Consolidated Communications of lowa f/k/a Heartland Telecommunications Company of lowa
{Heartland), SAC 351096 which appear to have been inadvertently excluded from this
preliminary list,

Premier Communications, along with Winnebago Cooperative Telecommunications Association,
has had its purchase of Heartland from Consolidated approved by the FCC, and is awaiting final
action on a study area waiver.? The Heartland study area is largely subject to the rural rate-of-
return regulatory regime, but along with the other Consolidated properties was provided access
to model-based funding under the Connect America Cost Model (CACM),

The FCC’s 2014 Connect America Fund Order® removed EHC census blocks from price cap
carrier’'s statewide election and instead placed them into the CAF Phase Il auction.* Accordingly,
Public Notice DA 16-908 noted that EHC census blocks were to be included in the upcoming CAF

! Accessed at https://www.fco.gov/ecfs/filing/08102921315035.

2 The application for transfer can be accessed at

https://www fce.gov/ecfs/filing/60001712703/document/60001806361.

3 Accessed at https://apps.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-14-190A1. pdf,

4 See Connect America, et al., Report and Order et al., 29 FCC Red 7051, 7060-61, paras. 30-32.



Phase Il auction. As such, the EHC census blocks within the Heartland study area” should have
been listed in the WCB's preliminary list of auction-eligible census blocks.

The Bureau has invited price cap carriers and unsubsidized competitors to notify the Commission
by August 31, 2016 of information that could be used to improve the auction-eligible list.®
Premier Communications requests that the WCB revise subsequent lists of auction-eligible
census blocks as appropriate to include any qualifying Heartland EHC census blocks.

Inquiries on this matter can be addressed to my attention at rboone@mypremieronline.com or
(712) 722-3451.

Sincerely,

Ryan Boone
Regulatory Manager
Premier Communications

5 A list of those census blocks has been included as attachment A.
& Specifically, Public Notice DA 16-908, requested information on locations with “newly deployed [qualifying]
broadband.”



Exhibit A
Extremely high-cost census blocks that may have been inadvertently excluded from the preliminary list of
CAF Il auction-eligible census blocks.

191099501001001 151099503002044 191434601004017
191099501001005 191199501001026 191434601004027
191099501001007 191199501003014 191434601004029
191099501001017 191199501003027 191434601004032
191099501001021 191199501003085 191434601004034
191099501001023 191199501003086 191434601004048
191099501001026 191199501003123 191434601004052
151089501001032 191199502003006 191434601004078
191099501001036 191199502003037 191434601004079
191099501001048 191195502003039 191434601004082
191099501001053 191198502003049 191434601004083
191099501001066 191199502003051 191434601004085
191099501001073 191199502003052 191434601004105
191099501001074 191199502003059 191434601004109
191099501001075 191159502003064 191434601004120
191099501001122 191199502003066 191434601004136
191099501001130 191199502003067 191434601004148
191099501001137 1911%9502003074 191434601004150
191099501001157 191199502003079 191434601004168
191099501001174 191199502003082 191434601004177
191099501002258 191155502003083 191434601004190
191099501004001 191199503001000 191434601004198
191099501004036 191199503001003 191434601004199
191059501004048 191199503001021 191434601004206
191099501004051 191199503001072 191434602003000
191089501004053 191195503005044 191495703001006
151085501004055 191199503005049 191459703001018
1910959501004056 191199503005061 191459703001020
191098501004058 191199503005064 191459703001028
191099501004055 191159503006000 151499703002049
191099501004060 191199503006042 191499703002056
191095501004067 191199503006043 191499703002057
191089501004070 191199503006048 1914995703002060
191099501004076 191199503006118 191499703002063
191099501004077 191199503006123 191499703002077
191099503001006 191199503006128 191459703002078
1591099503002004 191199503006130 191499703002079
191099503002007 191434601001003 191499703002084
191099503002014 191434601004011 191499703002105
191089503002018 191434601004014 191499703003011



191499703003012
151499703003019
191499703003023
191499703003026
191499703003054
191499703004062
191499703004125
191499703004126
191499703004127
191499706001016
191499706001057
191459706001066
191670701001035
191670701001056
191670701001076
191670701003001
191670701004007
191670701004020
191670701004031
191670701004034
191670702002015
191670703001026
191670703001027
191670703001045
191670703001050
191670703001051
191670703001129
191670703001148
191670703001154
191670703001155
191670703001157
191670703001167
191670703002014
191670703002017
191670703002034
191670703002044
191670703002045
191670703002087
191670704001032
191670704001058
191670704001083

191670704001121
191670704001125
191670704001126
191670704001133
191670704001152
191670704001162
191670704001163
151670704001167
191670704001170
191670704001177
191670704001178
191670704001193
191670704001205
191670704001218
191670704001220
191670704001240
191670704001241
191670704001253
191670704001254
191670704001273
191670704001275
191670704001276
191670704001277
191670704001280
191670704001253
191670704001254
191670704001295
191670704001297
191670704001298
191670704001299
151670704001300
191670704001301
191670704001317
271335703001202
271335703001203
271335703001204
461270201001003
461270201001006
461270201001040
461270201001046
461270201001047

461270201001067
461270201001069
461270201001071
461270201001075
461270201001141
461270201001142
461270201001146
461270201001147
461270201001148
461270201001151
461270201001152
461270201001156
461270201001159
461270201001165
461270201001166
461270201001167
461270201001168
461270201001180
461270201001210
461270201001213
461270201001217
461270201001227
461270201001238
461270201001244
461270201001245
461270201001248
461270201001260
461270201001298
461270201001301
461270201001303
461270201001304
461270201001311
461270201001314
461270201001323
461270201002179
461270201002182
461270201002189
461270202001002
461270202001005
461270202001034
461270202001042



