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FCC Mailioon:
Re: WC Docket No. 06-122

Dear Chairman Pai, Commissioner O’Rielly, Commissioner Carr, Commissioner Rosenworcel,
and Commissioner Starks:

As a school district leader, I am writing to oppose the Federal Communications Commission’s
(FCC’s) proposal to establish an overall cap on the Universal Service Fund (USF) and combine
the E-rate and Rural Health Care (RHC) Program spending caps. As school and district leaders,
we know firsthand how important reliable Wi-Fi is for providing students with a quality
education, and we are concerned that the FCC’s proposal would negatively impact the Erate
program. :

The USF finances E-rate, the RHC Program, and two other programs that aim to improve
communications for rural and low-income communities. We believe combining all four USF
programs under one spending cap will create an environment where the programs must compete
for funding. Moreover, the proposal to merge the spending caps for E-rate and the RHC Program
muddles the distinct purposes of the two programs. E-rate was created to support schools and
libraries, not rural health-care facilities.

Many of us supported the FCC’s E-rate Modernization Orders in 2014, which prioritized funds
for Wi-Fi and raised the annual E-rate spending cap. The E-rate Modernization Orders have been
a huge svccess, increasing the number of students with access to high-speed broadband for
digital learning from 4 million in 2013 to 45 million in 2018. Nonetheless, more than 2.3 million
students still lack access to high-speed broadband.1 Therefore, it is crucial that the FCC maintain
its full commitment to the E-rate program and not needlessly hinder its potential by capping the
USF or combining the E-rate and RHC Program spending caps. Wi-Fi access in our schools and
libraries is essential for preparing students for the modern digital economy.
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