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IfFI September 15, 1988
801 79th. St. #304
Darien, IL. 60559

Federal Communications Commission
Mass Media Bureau
2025 M Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Gentlemen:

I am enclosing an article on HDTV that appeared recently
in The Chicago Tribune, with the hope that a final
decision has not yet been made as to which system will be
adopted in the United States.

I, for one, would prefer to have us select the system
that produces the absolute best picture quality and detail,
no matter by whom or where the system is developed (U.S.,
,Japan, Europe).

This appears to be a once-in-a-lifetime decision, and I
would be willing to wait an extra year or two, and pay a
few dollars more for the best, rather than to be stuck
with a second-rate system for years and years.

Very truly yours,

/J~O_~~
David B. Gorman
EncL



rope, thtm Our sets mitdtt be
more expensive, too.

Both European and Japanese
companies continue working on
adapters that would aUow their
systems to be viewed on conven­
tional American TVs. Of course,
you would not see a higIHiefini_
tion picture on a conventional
TV. Since Europe and Japari will
begin' HDTV broadcasts next
year, the U.s. will also be last.
After all, we're still arguing about
a system. If the FCC takes as
long as it did on FM stereo (or
makes no decision, as it did WIth
AM stereo), then it might be the
next century before we watch
broadcast HDTV.

FCC

.. By Rich warren

0
· he Federal Communi­

cations Commission

. ... ..
(FCC) strikes again!
Last week it decreed

that our future high-definition
television (HDTV) system must
be compatIble with our existing
TV system. In a single stroke the

·FCC ruled out both the Japanese
Muse Hi-Vision. system and the
European HD-MAC system.

George Santayana said, "Those
who cannot remember the past
are condemned to repeat it." To
understand the significance of

Continued from page 60

own HDTV system, then Ameri­
can companies can get the jump
on manufacturing sets for it.
WIthout our market, sets made
by the Japanese for the Japanese
system will be more expensive
for the Japanese, since they
won't be able to enjoy the
economies of scale that selling to
the North American market en­
tails.

Conversely, if the Japanese
must make different sets for
Japan, North America and Eu-

with black and white, even be able to reccive stereo broad- &-mephertz bandwidth of our
though at that time TVs num- casts, so it cbose a system that prelIent TV channels.
bered only in the thousands. Ja- compromised the quality of the The FCC fiuther said that aIIo­
fg~ wait?\~timateIY opted stereo sound. That's why if cating new frequencies outside

aD jQcnm~hJe aDd fi!L.$U- you're receiving a noisy'stereo existing television bands would
this FCC decision, a brief review perior~. Europe solved the. broadcast and you SWItch the . stall HDTV, and-here's the real
ofhistory is in order. problem 0 compatibility by si- radio to mono, it sounds better. reason-that those frequency

At the. dawn of television i~ multaneously transmi~ting both This time, rather than set~ bands suitable for HDTV are
the U.S. ID the late 1940s, engJ- the old black-and-white systelp new frequencies in the broadcast . now used for other purposes. In
Deers feverishly workedon~ and the new color system simul- spectrum for HDTV the FCC other words, .the commission is
-iins a color TV ~em~ ianeousIy on separate broadcast said that at the mo~t, if addi- in no mood to jugle frequency

atlonal l'e1ev1S1olltandards bands for a number of years. tional spectrum room is re- allocations. The people talking
Committee (NTSC) ultimately we also suffer with a second- quired, it can be found within on ceDuIar telephones don't want
recommended the RCA system, rate FM-stereo transmission sys- the present television bands. to give them up for an HD VCI'-
which was then mandated by the tern, although Europe foUowed ~~ nicely for the FCC, sianof"~"
FCC. The FCC chose the. RCA us on that one. The FCC de- SlDce It decided that HDTV RCA has aImady unveiled •
system because it was compatIble cided that monaural radios must transmission ollist fit within the compatible HDTV system
. ;" ·"F . known as Advanced Compatibler ( TV. However, when I vieMd it

at the Consumer Electronics
Show in January, it aooearcd no
better than Super VltS. While
admittedly better than cur cur­
rent system, it's still a far cry
from the Japanese Hi-Vision sys­
em.
Zenith timed its introduction

of an Advanced TV (ATV) sYs­
tem with the FCC announce­
ment.

Neither the FCC, RCA, Zenith
nor the many other individuals
and companies .proposing ATV
systems can bend the laws of
physics, summed up by the old
phrase, "You ~'t get so~e­
thing for nothlDg." ImprovlDg
definition means adding informa­
tion to the TV picture. That in­
formation requires a greater
bandwidth. NHK, the national
broadcasting company of Japan,
which designed the Japanese Di­
Vision system, deemed a mini­
mum of 8 megahertz necessary
(compared with our 6
megahertz). I have vi,
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