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To: The Commission

COMMENTS OF DIE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN RAILROADS

The Association of American Railroads ("AAR"), by its

undersiqned counsel, hereby responds to the commission's Further

Notice of Proposed Rule Making, FCC 92-357, released september 4,

1992,11 (hereafter "Further Notice") in which the Commission has

proposed to reallocate five bands above 3 GHz to private and

common carrier fixed microwave users on a co-primary basis and to

prescribe additional technical standards to qovern the use of

those bands.

As the Commission is aware, AAR has a vital interest in the

spectrum reallocation proposed in ET Docket No. 92-9 in liqht of

the extensive use of private operational fixed microwave

facilities by AAR's member railroads. While AAR would prefer

that the Commission maintain the status gyQ in the 2 GHz band, it

recoqnizes that new emerqinq technoloqies, includinq Personal

Communications Services, are in the public interest and require

spectrum. olt--

11 The deadline for comments was extended to December 11,
1992, by Order Extending Time for Comments and Reply
COmments, DA 92-1599, released November 24, 1992.
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AAR continues to believe that the Commission should not

require fixed microwave users to vacate the 2 GHz band unless ADd

until specific rules and policies have been adopted to allow the

incumbent 2 GHz licensees to operate in other bands that afford

equal reliability, including the federal band at 1.71-1.85 GHz.

AAR agrees with the premise underlying the proposal offered

by Alcatel Network Systems in this proceeding for reallocation of

the bands above 3 GHz, ~, that the present channelization

scheme for those bands is incompatible with the use of those

portions of the spectrum by private microwave operators for the

types of applications for which they have been using the 2 GHz

band. Accordingly, AAR is in agreement with purpose and intent

behind the Commission's reallocation and rechannelization plan as

proposed in the Further Notice, and urges the Commission to

ensure that alternative frequencies will be available to 2 GHz

licensees that are suitable for providing equivalent service with

comparable reliability.

Respectfully submitted,

ASSOCIATIOB or AKBRICAB RAILROADS

By
Thomas J. Keller

VERNER, LXIPFERT , BERNHARD,
McPHERSON AND HAND, CHARTERED

901 15th Street, N.W.
suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 371-6060

Its Attorneys

December 11, 1992
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I, Norma E. Rusnak, a secretary for the law firm Verner,
Liipfert, Bernhard, McPherson and Hand, Chartered, do hereby
certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing "Comments
of Association of American Railroads" was mailed first-class,
postage prepaid, this 11th day of December, 1992, to the
following:

Chairman Alfred C. Sikes
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street, N.W. -- Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner James H. Quello
Federal communications Commission
1919 M street, N.W. -- Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Sherrie P. Marshall
Federal Communications commission
1919 M Street, N.W. -- Room 826
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Andrew D. Barrett
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W. -- Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Ervin s. Duggan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W. -- Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

Thomas J. Sugrue
Acting Assistant Secretary
National Telecommunications and

Information Administration
Herbert C. Hoover Building
14th Street & Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.c. 20230

Ralph Haller, Chief,
Private Radio Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W.-- Room 5002
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dr. Thomas P. stanley, Chief
Office of Engineering and Technology
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W. -- Room 7002
Washington, D.C. 20554
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Renee Licht, Esq.
Acting General Counsel
Federal communications Commission
1919 M street, N.W.
Room 614
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dr. Robert M. Pepper, Chief
Office of Plans & Policy
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street, N.W. -- Room 812
Washington, D.C. 20554


