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Secr-etar-y
Feder-al Communications Commission
1919 M. Str-eet NW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Reply Comments - MM Docket 87-268,

FCC MAIL ROOM

dvanced Television

Dear- Secr-etar-y:

The National Tr-anslator- Association is the or-ganization of TV and
FM tr-anslator- owner-s, oper-ator-s and technical suppor-t people. We
ar-e dedicated to br-inging fr-ee over--the-air- TV to per-sons leaving
outside the r-each of a full complement of pr-imar-y TV and FM
signals.

We ar-e wr-iting in opposition to the r-equests made by Cor-nell
Univer-sity on behalf of the Ar-ecibo Obser-vator-y for- r-estr-ictions
on the use of channels 36, 38, 52, 53, 54. While we do not have
member-s in Puer-to Rico we ar-e sympathetic to the needs of all
member-s of the publ ic who 1 ive in ar-eas wher-e tet-r-ain makes
television r-eception difficult.

The Technical Statement inc luded as par-t of Cor-neIl's r-equest
states (pg. 4, section IV.)

" ... Puer-to Rico has mor-e than ha 1 f of the TV br-oadcasting
channels (34 out of 67 channels) alr-eady allotted. The small
size of Puer-to Rico does not per-mit fr-equency reuse and many
existing facilities ar-e extr-emely shor-t-spaced."

Given the above statement and:
1) The need for- ever-y available TV channel br-ought on both by
the gr-owth in r-egular- NTSC br-oadcasting and the needs of the
ATV allotments, neither- of which was a factor- in the dim past
when channel 37 was r-eser-ved for- r-adio astr-onomy.

2) The need to pt-OV ide an ATV c hanne 1 fOr all r-egu 1 ar- TV
stations.

3) The ur-gency to keep existing tr-anslator-s oper-ating
(including going to displacement channels in some instances).
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4) The ~equi~ement, unadd~essed so fa~, of spect~um space fo~

new t~anslato~s ~eb~oadcasting ATV stations, which su~ely will
be necessa~y in the simulcast time if ~u~al ~esidents a~e not
to be left out of the t~ansition p~ocess.

The National T~anslato~ Association submits the public inte~est

does not pe~mit additional ~est~ictions on channel usage to p~otect

~adio ast~onomy facilities especially in a congested a~ea such as
Pue~to Rico, ~athe~ the Commission should be conside~ing whethe~

the public inte~est allows the continues ~ese~vation of channel 37
fo~ one special pu~pose of inte~est to a ve~y 1 imi ted g~oup of
people.

Ve~y t~uly you~s,

(~HE\NATI~~AL TRANSLATOR ASSOCIATION

')' I }i ""f
" ;"'J Ct ~(./<.-"-~- ''-.; . -c£;{ .L'\..~/'- '-- /1
Da~win Hillbe~~y, p~esident\,\

sb


