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	Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554



							June 20, 2016

VIA ECFS ELECTRONIC DELIVERY

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Measuring Broadband America Program (Fixed Collaborative), GN Docket No. 12-264

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On June 2, 2016, the FCC held a collaborative meeting with representatives of broadband providers, public interest groups, companies, and other organizations to discuss ongoing analysis of data collection measurements for the fixed Measuring Broadband America (MBA) program.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:   A list of attendees is attached to this filing in GN Docket No. 12-264.] 

Walter Johnston, Chief, EMCD/OET, welcomed all the collaborative members and introduced Sam Crawford, CEO of SamKnows to present an overview of the fixed MBA program timelines for both the 2016 and the 2017 MBA Reports[footnoteRef:2].  With respect to the 2016 MBA report, Mr. Johnston informed the collaborative that the Commission was moving towards reporting of median speeds instead of mean speeds. Consequently, the 2016 MBA Report will also be using median values for download and upload speeds instead of mean values. Despite this change, drafting efforts were expected to proceed on schedule. Mr. Johnston reminded the collaborative that the date for the release of the report is determined after review and approval of the final draft by the Office of the Chairman.  [2:   SamKnows presentation is attached to this filing in GN Docket No. 12-264.] 

Mr. Johnston mentioned that one of the ISPs had noticed that the web-response time during the September-October 2015 reporting month for the Amazon web site was higher than for the other set of webpages used to determine the average web response time. Amazon has since then reduced the number of objects referenced, thereby reducing the total web-response time. The ISP proposed that the Amazon data should be removed from any web response measurements for the September-October testing period in 2015. After reviewing this concern, it was decided that the effect was very minimal and was, in fact, a true reflection of the network at that time. In addition, Mr. Johnston pointed out that whatever increase was seen in the web response time affected all the ISPs equally. As there was no compelling reason to remove the Amazon results from the 2015 MBA test measurements, it was decided that there was no need to change the MBA reporting methodology.
Another issue that had been brought to Mr. Johnston’s attention was whether or not to report the results of recently merged companies individually. Mr. Johnston explained that this issue had occurred in the past and that the policy was that as long as the merging companies were advertising separately the MBA report would treat these companies as separate entities.
With respect to the 2017 MBA Report, Mr. Crawford pointed out the key deadlines: 
June 1: SamKnows sent out the subscriber data plans for verification to the ISPs
June 10: SamKnows shares the whitebox numbers per speed tier with ISPs 
June 13:  SamKnows sends out recruitment emails for the set of ISP tiers which are under-represented
August 1: End of the recruitment period. SamKnows sends out pre-validation test sheets to ISPs
[bookmark: _GoBack]Padma Krishnaswamy, Electronics Engineer EMCD/OET, introduced Amogh Dhamdhere from CAIDA to present an overview of the current status of Project Revelio[footnoteRef:3]. This project was initially presented at the 12/12/15 Collaborative meeting.  CAIDA had developed a test suite to detect NAT444 (CGN) deployments in ISP networks and deployed this on the FCC measurement platform in March 2016. The deployment consisted of 2477 whiteboxes and the measurements were over 23 ISP networks. The NAT Revelio test suite was run over the course of a week and involved about 20 runs per whitebox. The data gathered from the test runs have been analyzed by CAIDA to determine whether each of the whiteboxes is behind a CGN or not. CAIDA has produced a detailed report for each ISP with the number of whiteboxes within an ISPs network that produced either a positive or negative result.  CAIDA plans  to share this data with each individual ISP and would like feedback from the ISP about any false positives. This feedback will help calibrate the Revelio algorithms designed to detect instances of NAT444 devices in ISP networks. CAIDA had received contacts from a number of ISPs so far, but would like contacts from all the remaining ISPs. Ms. Krishnaswamy requested that the collaborative provide names and emails of technical contacts within each ISP for the CAIDA research team to contact if necessary to validate their findings.  [3:  CAIDA- Project Revelio status update is a.ttached to this filing in GN Docket No. 12-264] 

 Mr. Johnston concluded by thanking all the attendees for their active participation and reminded everyone that the next meeting of the collaborative was scheduled for June 30, 2016.

Sincerely,

/s/ Rajender Razdan

Rajender Razdan, Electronics Engineer,
Electromagnetic Compatibility Division/OET
Federal Communications Commission
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